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paration, my gri t at your depar- 
ture was not the lefs poignant. Alas! 
what can we call happineſs in this life? 
or how can we expect its durability, 
ependant as it is on all that ſurrounds 
us? To yield to the moſt innocent gra- 
tifications is attended with danger: : the 
Vor. II. SS tel 


, | 


could not bear to leave me a prey to 


0 


© 


— r 2 * Ne . 


felicity I have enjoyed * your N 
ſtay here will diffuſe a ſhade of woe over 

all my future life. I ſhall wander about, 
ſeeking and wiſhing, for you, but you 
will be nd where to be found. The 
only thing that can alleviate my afflic- 
tion is hearing from you, therefore 

write to me very often, my deareſt mo- 


ther; your letters are © OY neceſſary to 


me now than ever. | 
Since you left me, I hays 3 in one 
of the greateſt perplexities Jever expe- 


rienced. Lou had hardly been two 


hours on the road when the Marquis re- 
ceived a letter from his counſel, deſiring 
him to repair inſtantly to Grenoble, as 
a very conſiderable lawſuit we have 
pending in that parliament was going 
to be judged. Though it was an affair 
of ſome, conſequence, he kindly ſaid he 


grief, and that he would not go to 
Grenoble, unleſs I could accompany 
him. I had a very great averſion to the 

| 1 . 5 uner- 


. 4 


FFF 
journey: : at Grenoble I muſt have re- 
ceived viſits, entered into diſſipation, 
andi in my preſent ſtate of mind, wretch- 
ed from the loſs of your ſociety, I lan- 
guiſh after ſolitude. There are ſorrows 
' that can only be mitigated. by allowing 
them free ſcope; I therefore earneſtly 
intreated the Marquis to go without me, 
and even angered him by my obſtinate 
reſiſtance; it ſeemed as if I had had a 
preſentiment of what was to happen. 
He ſet off with an appearance of diſ- 
pleaſure that grieved me, and Tree 
proached myſelf for my want of com- 
plaiſance, without having the reſolution 
to vanquiſh it. As I determined to be 
alone, I ordered my attendants not to 
admit any one, telling them T wiſhed to 
take ſome repoſe; but my real intention 
was to ſequeſtrate myſelf from the con 
ſolation of my Women: every thing 


wearied me, I wanted to give free vent 


to my tears; a luxury, in my opinion, 


When the heart is oppreſſed with woc. 
B 2 I ſtaid 
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1 Raid, about a quarter oſ an boar in my 7 
room, but my uneaſineſs still pur- | 


ſuing me, 11 deſcended. to the park by 
the little. private. ſtaircaſe; and walked 
inſenſibly into the e that. bor- 


den the. river... Having ſeated myſelt 


| I. ſell into a profound re- 


eee Which 1. was. ſoon aſter 


rouſed by deep groans that ſeemed to 
Hue from the neighbouring grove: lap- 
| proacked the hedge in ſome agitation and 
ſtood motionleſs at the fight Wa. 7 
woman, on whoſe countenance was. de- 
picted all the agony bf en Oh! 


how: beautiful ſhe looked in this ſtate, 


my dear mother! | ſhe raiſed her eyes, 


bathed in tears, to Heaven; ſometimes 


g to accuſe itt with her misfor- 


tunes, and ſometimes imploring its aid. 
Las on the point of accoſting her, 
when ſhe ſuddenly: ſtarted up; and witli 
alock of vehemenceſaid, It is enough; 
aſpeedy death muſt free me from the 
een e Nan Mall be 


“ ſo. 


75 
6 
? = 
77 
* 
vs 
> 
MH 
0 
1 * 
*D 
3 
8 
- 
Fe - 
Ws, 
22385 
+" 
£44 - 
H 
© "Nt 
LF 
i is 
8 
=_— 
4 2 
It 
=, 
58 
3 
4 
S.- - 
A 24 
I 
5 
1 
"5M 
HY 
5 Y 
S 
* 
hy 
BS 
* 


635 


45 ſo. But what will become of my 
„ ſoul? what will become of my un- 
« happy e child? 4 T did not wait to hear 
more, but haftening round the grove, 
reached the entrance of that in which 
| the was, time enough” to prevent her 
plunging into the river, which the af- 
terwards confelſed was her intention. 
On perceiving me, ſhe-ſhrieked : I took 
her hand, conjuring her to calm her 
deſpair, and to put it in my power to 
ſerve her. She trembled from head. 
to foot, convulſions came on, and in leſs 
than two minutes ſhe fell ſenſeleſs on 
the ground. Violent pains ſoon brought 
her to herſelf, ſhe opened her eyes, and 
feebly prefing my hand, I am dying, 
Madam, faid ſhe, but 1 Thall die 
content if I may hope that you will 
« bury my ſhame with me, and take 
care of the unfortunate infant whoſe 
birth will coſt me my life.” Conceive 
my diſtreſs, my dear mother, I exhorted 
the wretched girl to take courage, pro- 
- B 3 Tea mg 
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| n her eternal ſecrecy, and the ut 
moſt tenderneſs for her child. It came 
1 into the world almoſt the ſame inſtant, 
| and I wrapped it up in one of my petti- 
coats. I then beſought the mother to 
ſuffer me to, have. her carried to the 
caſtle, and perſuaded her to alk forgive- 
| Heſs of the Almighty for her deſign of 
attempting her life. Iam thoroughly 


cc ſenfible of its guilt,” faid ſhe, * and, 


\ 


«© will take care of my exiſtence for the 
< fake of this little creature; but, Ma- 


dam, if you would ſave me from re- 
\« lapfing.into deſpair, leave me the ar- 


< bitreſs of my deſtiny : I feel myſelf 


| firong enough to walk, and I have 
e not far to go. I ſhould be utterly 


* ruined were I not to make my-appear- 


< ance this night: I did not think my- 


64 ſelf ſo near my time, and the impoffi- 


« bylity, of concealing my ſhame. from 


% thoſe on whom.I depend, determined 


«me to put an end to my ae Pro- 
„ vidence ee that the door of 


Bol! > bt = ur 


SES 
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TY 19 7 
cc your park ſhould be open, I entered 
ce jt, unconſcious of what was doing: 


60. permit me to retire in a few moments, | 
«you ſhall-ſoon hear from me again, 
ce and perhaps a day may come When 
you will rejoice at having ſuccoured 
an unfortunate young woman who is 


«© not ſo deſpicable as ſhe. now appears 


2 In faying theſe words, ſhe drew from: her 

finger a very fine diamond; * voueh- 
« ſafe to keep this ring, added ſhe, 

if I die, it will be a token whereby to 
e recogniſe: my unfortunate child; do 
not give it up, Madam, togany one 
© but ſach as will ſhew you the exact 
. counterpart of this.“ It was in vain I 
repreſented to this young creature how 


unfit ſhe was to walk; nothing could di- 
vert her from her purpoſe, wherefore, 


reſpecting her ſeeret, I deſired her to be 
perfectly eaſy on her child's account; 
iris a very pretty little girl; whom I bap- 
tiſed in the preſence of her mother, fear- 

3 =_ ſome accident might happen before 


B * I reached 


* 


———— 


ans HAD Annes, agg ones arms Si 
1 2 1 
as 2 — 


2 
— 


222 n 1 75 


r 


* ops ng 
- <> 5G Nas. 
28 — ee | wa, 


NN oo * 
2 1 * * : \ — = — A 
— Sa. * S ax. K om : — C ere - 
8 Tr 2 Rec Ss oe RS "T2 Ws 
x — * Ty 2 


. 


* N N ** ſt a 2 n — — n. — —b * * N - N 
e eee — — — — —_ 2 2 wh p 2 > p . ” 7 þ 
* — >, 7 « 4 "0D 3 1 n N Wt 4 y 9 * * — 
wh S Y . . * * PROS a Soo tee Yn be} PE nut 22 J % — 
= * _— 2 n * ä . 5 . 

. ; — 1 x 4 
hd a — — N . 1 Ws 4 

RY 1, x — 4 e . 2 a ” 4 

: N 
= — 4 
- E . 
. 


« vinoed ſhe cannot be in better hands. 
ce She is not ſprung from an obſcure fa- 


6 mily, and probably ere long you willnot 
« Prone te” e you have ſhewi n 


me in a ſtate of Arcatiful ankiety: PRE net 
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the he ROY 175 ber tears. 
| Gracious God 1 how I felt for her! Be- 
fore the left me ſne faid, “I have no 
4 concern for my poor little daughter ; ; 
4 1 know you, Madam, and am con- 


fate: 1 fear ſhe muſt have periſhed by 


the way. I returned to the caſtle as the 
day ſhut in, and having gained my apart- 

ment by the private ſtaircaſe, J laid the 
child on my bed, with a deſign of 
calling my favourite to procure a nurſe. 


Judge of my alarm when 1 found my 


. door had been broke open, and heard 


my women ſereaming aloud. I haſ- 


Ine _ 15 n to inquire 


the 


| 


— 


0 9: * 

the canſe, when they all roſe with eager- 
neſs, one kiſſeddl my hands, another 
claſpell me in their ams, chile the reſt 
ran about the houſe, proclaiming that 
Madame was found. It ſeems they had 
been terrified at my abſence, which was 
diſcovered in the following manner. 
Phe Marquis, as 1 mentioned above, 
had leſt me in anger: knowing my ſen- 
ability, be was afraid I ſhould take his. 
_ diſpleaſure to heart, and would have re- 
turned immediately to have been recon- 
ciled to me, had not his valet, Who well 
knew the importance of. his ſpeedy ar- 
rival at Grenoble, diſſuaded him: at the 
fame time he urged him to write to me 
about three leagues from hence, pro- 
mifing to deliver the letter himſelf. As 
4 theytoldhim] wasaſleep when hereached 
thecaftle, he waited an hour before they 

came to awake i me, which time he took 
to 'reft himfelf. You may imagine the 
terror of my women, when, after knock- 
ing  Srexal times at my door, they; 1 
1 * 5 "ceived 


* 
= > 


(19) 
cel! no een They quickly ſent 
for a blackſmith, and having broke it 
open, they ſought me all over the houſe. 
They then fle w to every body in the 
village, and were lighting flambeaux to 
look for me in the park, when J ap- 
peared. How much am I gratified by 
the affectionate ſolicitude of theſe good 
people they thought ſome aceident had 
befallen me, and their joy at ſecing me 
_ fafe, amounted almoſt to extravagance. 
I could hardly find an opportunity of 
intruſting my charge to my favourite: 
I then anſwered the Marquis's letter, 
and fearing he would inquire the reaſon 
why I came in fo late, I'impoſed filence 
on my ſervants, and on his valet- de- 
chambre, Who Ma anxious to ſet off im- | 
mediately, leſt his maſter: ſhould be 
unealy. The ſame night my favourite 
gave the child to a woman in the vil- 
lage, who undertook to nurſe it; and as 
ſhe is well paid, ſhe does not trouble 
9 Nerf about WHERE it came. 7 


I 145 


Bas 1 wh * 


2 ä 
N 1 
Cs IT ˙—X1T1 wt 


I ſay nothing of my ſiſter, as you will 
receive a letter from the Count before 
this reaches you, for be informs me he 
has written to you Som ere where 
wers are hora re. . eee 
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The Aue to. | th eck 


In 2 a Grange: eee eee were 
you involved, my dear child, and how 
much reaſon. ; you; have, to be tian 
1 & your letter Moby you, Aid 
the deſpair of this unhappy girl, Who is 
doubtleſs a victim to ſome i improper at- 
tachment. Could young women be 
Witneffes to ſuch ſcenes as this, how care | 
fully) would they guard t their hearts I A 


man' 8 affeclion very rarely ſurviyes his 


2 eſteem, and ſtill more rarely can bis 


eſteem be preſerved, when, 2 have 
1 all LE TRL to. it, b 55 yielding 
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vrhat muſt be the deſpair of a unhappy 
' young woman abandoned 
. moſt dear to her, and on the point of | 
being expoſed to-the world! The other 
fex have framed thoſe laws, my child, 
that regulate our conduct, and though: 
far more guilty in the ſight of God than 


7 W 
* 


the objects of their ſeduction, they yet 


feel no compunction before men. But 
7 us not complain of this injuſtice, it 
| a falutary abtidote againſt the poiſon 
of their flatteries, though too often ren- 
dered ineffectual by the perſuaſion © a. 


young” perſon | tntertaing, f in the com- 


|  meticement of an intrigue, that ſhe can 


never deſcend to. vice: ſhe relies on her 


preſent. diſcretion, 50 knows not, till 


cruel experience | has taught, her, that : a 
girl who bas once given art can. 


p no longer anſwer for herſelf. 1 fincerely 
Ho ope that he who occaſioned the fall of 
. ber whom: * you. ſaceoured, may atone 
| d you 
4-3 are 


r it, and give a name to the chil 


9 


the object : 


cis) 
are dutrüſted with : . commend?” your 
On towards it. 

I could not forbear laughing, at tle 
| Feats of your women: you muſt have 


| been highly gratified by their expreſſions 7 


| of joy. Did maſters but know how 
pleaſing and how eaſy it is to be beloved 
by their dependants, they would cer- 
tainly ſtrive to procure this ſatisfaction; 
but the greateſt part treat them with a 
 harſhneſs that ſhocks Humanity, and 
then complain of their infidelity and: 
want of attachment. How is it poſfit ble 
to be other wiſe! * they debaſe them 1 in 
their own eyes, by the contempt in 
which they hold them; and were they 
to pretend to better ſentiments, they 
would quickly be interrogated as. to 
- what they concerned themſclves ?* O 
<< what a beautiful bed, ſaid a notable 
-feold to a Marchioneſs, who. was ſtill 
more reſpected: for her virtues than her 
- rank. - Doubtleſs, Madam, it is 
1 * No,” anſwered the Mar- 
1 i Fw chioneſs, 
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chioneſs, cc ts is my woman's.” “ What 


wi « facrilege,” replied the virago, to ſa- 
« crifice ſuch a pretty, one to this crea- 


e ture —. True,” rejoined the Mar- 


chioneſs, « ſhe is a creature, and ſo are 
* you and I, Madam. Why ſhould our 


& pride make us t think them ſo 1 much be- 


6 neath us | he Between: one creature, and 
another, ſhe mi ight have added, there i is 


but the feeble pale of worldly diſtinction. 
Continue, my dear, to merit their re- 


gard: they are our. younger and unfor- 
tunate brethren, and we ſhould act to- 


= 


wards them as good elder ones. Let us 


not add to the weight of their yoke, they 
are already ſufficiently 1 wretched, T ſhall 
not expatiate on my grief at our ſepara- 


tion : : vou | know my heart, Which is 
ſaying eyery thing that can be faid., 4 


; Farewell. nnn 
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Tron the Mirchionefs of ** * 7 Madone 


du MoxTiER. l 


"My dear Mother, 


GRIEF has not power to kill, or 1 
ſhould be no longer in exiſtence. 


A ſenſation, too painful to be defined, 
convinces me I am ſtill numbered 


among the living, but for the reſt I am 


ma ſtate of total annihilation. I have 


loſt even the power of complaining. 
Judge of my ſituation from the pon; 
of the two incloſed letters. The firſt 
plunged me into a ſtate of abſolute in- 
ſenſibility. Happy condition! that 


ſnatched me awhile from that dreadful 


deſpair which now has poſſeſſion of my 


ſoul. Yes, my dear mother, my woes 


are conſummate, and 1 can hope for no 
other. remedy than a ſpeedy death : I 


long for, I loudly demand it; why am 
not permitted to haſten its approach ? 


Pardon this nn O ha Gol ſug- 
n 3 


1 * 5 
geſted by 1 poignancy of my afflic- 
tion. I ſubmit to thy Almighty Provi- 
dence, however rigorous thy decrees; 
mitigate their ſeverity, O Lord, by taj-— 
ing me from the light-of day, mow be- 

come hateful to my ſight. Ahl my 
deareſt mother, why cannot 1 hope for 
the conſolation of expiring in your 
arms 2 With my laſt ſighs ; you. would 
receive my affertions of innocenee: but, 
alas! a miracle only could keep m 
alive long enough to experience this 
eomfart. May this paper, blotted with. 
my tears, eee at leaſt to juſtify me one 
Power befote who Lam about to ren 8 
ler an account of my unfortunate life, 
that 1 die Wholly undeſerving of my 
atband's reproaches. I forgive his in- 
— and 1 truſt that God, 


&4 
ER 1 
— = ve ow je . - — 
”» N E Mares, — 8 1 — — Sts - Pur 
— + rd 5 323 . — — 

9 — — & * ue a — " A I 0 _ 

* > 4 2 2 « 1 
oy x; TE? * ” 2 W * 2 9 37? 
RES - bark << ST Phe r eee 


on SECIS: LY 
REP Fg td 
— — äf—UF uu AT 2 


n 


— — — Erin Cur 9. — 
reren. 24 cnt” "as — >. 
>. * — pe - * 


— e 
— 
VLA, Core 
— * 


— 


- * 2 4 — 2 <a 
4 =o tx ET.” OW: nrE, 


ne OT; 


— 


I 


/ 


. 1 — go 
Rs > 2 Rs 
n 
— * „ 28227 [ 4 _—  — — 
— . ̃ ˙ . 2s 3" AA 
2 ? 4 2 n hy N 
— . 


4 * 
BL 4 
＋ : 
'* 3 
* 
£1 
5 
WJ 
12 
bl - 
7 
ol 2 
11 
7 
715 
Es 
N 
it 
1 
4 
* * 
be 
44. 
3 
5 
J 
- LF 
1 
13 
e 1 
17 
K 
1 
| : 
$4 
4 
+) 
* 


efface the ent chat deſcends with 
me to the grave. My ſtrength fails me: 
offer up your prayers ſor the moſt un 
_ Jortupate of women. 
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place in my heart of the tendereſt 


boy 


affection, I ſhould fly and obliterate 


with your blood. the affront you have 


offered to my name; but I confider you 


unworthy of my vengeange. To that 
ins whom, you have ſinned, 1 
leave the puniſhment due to the moſt 
_ defpicable of creatures; and 1 bid eter- 
nal adieu to the ſeenes that would per- 
petually remind me of my former. weak 
partiality for you. , You will ſoon, be 
informed of my death, and will then be 
at liberty to follow your;inglination with 
regard to the object of your infamous 
love. , What is due to my uofortunate 
Jon will | wn on. on the mes: 
of your ſhame. O] that. I myſelf coul 
be ignorant ol it 0 enjoy the —.— 
 Lhave red in ines ys bt ths Veit 
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that has hitherto concealed you is fallen, 
and to my laſt approaching hour ! ſhall 


view you in the light of the baſeſt and 
moſt ee of Wretahes. 


Fort 


I WAS miſtaken, Madam, when 1 


2 thought myſelf capable of hating you ; 


I ſhould have been but too bleffed. 
No, perfidious woman, your infidelity | 
cannot obliterate from my heart the 
fatal paſſion you inſpired. 1 ſhudder at 
the contemplation of! my own weakneſs, 
and will precipitate my departure. Love 
pleads your cauſe in my breaſt, and 
Would fain find excuſes for your crime. 
Heavens What would become of me, 


were I baſe enough to yield to the de- 


gradling ſenſations that recall me to your 
feet. Shall my return offer you an op- 


portunity of again deceiving me, by mak 


1 known to you all my weakneſs? No; 
death will preſerve me from. this ſhame. 
I by, 


- Ye 


TY 


11 f Madam! to ſeck it; Igo in preci- 


pitate myſelf into perils where it is un- 


avoidable. In theſe agonizing moments, 


when I am a prey to all that ſhame, 
love, and jealouſy can poſlibly inflict, 


| I ll Hatter myſelf with the thought 


that you will beſtow a tear upon my 


3 memory. Too late you will know the 
'Z Huiband, you have loſt, - But no, the 
happy lover to whom I am ſacrificed, 
| pollefles your heart, and you both im- 
patiently wait the bliſsful hour when my 


death will enable you to be united. This 
idea diſtracts me, and fills my laſt mo- 


| ments with miſery. But I will conclude z ; 


it is too much thus to expoſe. my, folly. 


| Give to my departure and death what 


colour you think proper, but if you 


would teſtify any gratitude for the filence 


in which I- -bury your guilt, fulfil my laſt 
wiſhes. reſpecting my ſon., The only 
ſervant 1 retain will very ſoon. apprize | 


you both of my death and will COncern- 
ing him. AB. 
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WHY a, you deſpair, 0 woman of 
Ulttle faith? Why, ſorgetting all 


the miracles that God Lab wrought in 


your favour, do you tamely abandon 
yourſelf to gr ief ? However oppreſiive 


the trouble that afflicts you, can you for- 


get that you are in the hand of the Ak 


mighty? Ile who ſtilloth the raging 


winds, can in an inftant reſtore peace - 


to your agitated ſoul. | Ves, my child, 
the Lord in mercy permits this ſtorm 
to make trial of your virtue. He. ſinds 


you worthy to partake of his cup ; do 


not, by giving way to deſpair, render 
yourſelf unfit. to receive his favours. 


Where i is your ſubmiſſion to his decrees, 


your reſignation to his will? No ſooner 


does he viſit you than you kick againſt 


the pricks. Feeble creatures that we 


are ; how ſoon do our ſtrength and re- 
Md bs bes lution 


D ( 27 EY 


| lotion —_ Arm — witly 
courage; deareſt child; your reputation 
belongs to God, let him do with it as he 
ſees beſt, He knows how far you have 
need of it, therefore rely on your inno- 
cence and leave your juſtification to 
him. Commit your concerns into his 


hands, as alſo fhie poor Marquis, whoſe 


conditien is more deplorable tian your 8. 

His firſt letter made me tremble, but the 
ſecond reaſſured me. When the con- 
flict of paſſion ſubfides; he will diſcern 
the injuſtioe of his ſuſpicions. Could 1 


have diſpoſed of myſelf, Tſhould have 


been with you by now, but your father 
is ill z and beſides, I muſt have aſſigned 
the reaſons for my journey, which ꝓrui- 
dence would not allow me to do. Upon 
the receipt of your pac ket) I wrote in- 
ſantly to the Count. The Marquis 
will not keep his retreat a ſeeret from 
him; J have therefore intreated this dear 
ſon, this kind friend, to fly to his aſ- 
ſiſtance. Lou know how much he eſ- 


{ a ) 
teems and 3 you; be aſſured, how- 
ever calumny may have aſſumed the 
face of truth, it will vaniſh in his pre- 
fende. Love pleads your cauſe in the 
Marquis 's breaſt, perhaps it is already 
victorious, and has reſtored him to vou, 
as he himſelf apprehended. I am at a 
Joſs to account for his jealouſy. I thought 
of the adventure of the park, but he is 
ignorant of it, and it is not very likely it 
ſhould have come to his knowledge. To 
me therefore it is an impenetrable myſ- 
tery ; but of what nature ſoever it be, as 
it is unfounded, I truſt the Almighty will 
quickly remove it. I ſend this letter by 
an expreſs, who will return with your 
anſwer. | Let it inform me that my be- 
loved child, ſubmiſſive to the Lord's be- 
heſts, bows with reverence beneath the 
hand that afflicts her, and reſigns herſelf 
without a murmur to whatever it pleaſes 
-1& merciful God to ordain, 
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How am 1 hambled, my 555155 mo- 


ther] and how culpable do I feel! 
An infignificant worm dared to riſe up 


againſt the ſovereign arbiter of heaven 


and earth. Was then my reſignation 
merely conditional? Had I reſolved to 
ſubmit to his decrees only while they 
were conformable to my withes and in- 
tereſts? Such, my dear mother, were the 


reflections your letter awakened. They 
have created in my breaſt a ſentiment of 
extreme confuſion, and an entire ſub- 
miſſion to whatever Providence ſhould 


inflict. This diſpoſition has not dimi- 
niſhed the grief occaſioned by the Mar- 
quis's abſence: it ſtill· ſubſiſts with the 
ſame force, but at is no longer accompa- 
nied by deſpair; My ſoul; no; ſooner 
ſubmitted than it became tranquil. This 
don. the hand that ſtrikes is 
that 
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| lamities, and; cho that nay be 
in gore ere a moon edie 


| —_ ere ii was too edn | 
thought it was ſo well eſtabliſhed, that 


I was in danger of forgetting: my de- 
pendance on the Almighty. Adverſity 


obliges us. to raiſe our eyes towards thoſe. 


celeſtial. mountains from whence. only 


ve can derive. unhoped ſor ſuccour. I. 


have not heard to what place the Mar- 
quis is gone, but the myſtery of his jea- 


louſy i 18 developed. My favourite has 
juſt received letter from his valet. 
This faithful ſervant is the innocent 


cauſe of all my afffiction: 5 0 eee 
her nearly in theſe words: 7 
He begins by deſiring leere 
letter a ſecret! from me, and owns that 
3 5 „ his 


| ( 
his duty to his maſler would not ſuffer - 
|  - him to conceal what was going forward 
at home in his abſence. That ſeeing - -* 
her intruſted with a child at ſo unſe- 
ſonable an hour, raiſed great ſuſpicions 
in his mind, and that in order to clear it 
up, he had left his horſe at a friend's, 
and had followed her. That he went into 
; the nurſe's houſe after ſhe had left it, 
and ſaw too plainly by the myſterious 
manner in which the little creature had: 
been confided to her, that its birth was 
the conſequence of guilt. That my per- 
Kſting in my refuſal to accompany the 
Marquis to Grenoble, my abſence, and 
the impoſſibility of finding me for ſome 
hours, had given him an inſight into the 
truth : that his ſuſpicions had appeared 
=_ certainties to his maſter, who was 
_ inftantly ſeized with the moſt violent 
paroxiſms of deſpair. He adds, that the 
melancholy in which he is plunged, 
prevents him from continuing a journey, 
oſ the end of which he is ignorant. That 
5 | | Js & a fever 
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This poor fellow ſeems in agonies at 
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mer had det 11 
a village on the road, and that by his 
advice, his maſter on his may 171 
determined to write to the _OUNT: 


N having been acceſſary to the Marquis's 
diſcovery of my perfidy. He believes 


me guilty, and bitterly deplores the ne- 


ceſſity to which T have driven him of 
zruining me, or of betraying his maſter. 
1 moſt fincerely forgive him, and the 
Lerter to the Count i my uneafi- 


70 \ 64 7 
> 


LI am under theneceſſity of 1 the | 
Sey and following the example of 
every body in theſe parts, who are flying 

to ſhut themſelves up in Chambery. 
The approach of the Spaniards is the 
cauſe of it. The Prince Don Philip, at 
the head of a numerous army, is arrived 
in Savoy, and as we have no fortified | 
place that can arreſt his progreſs, they 
entertain no idea of defence. The coun- 
50 people are in conſternation border- | 
ing 


# 


(a ) 


E | ing on deſpair; and, notwithſtanding my 
| I |. . trouble, I cannot forbear laughing at the 
ddea they have formed of the Spaniards. 
This werning the woman, who took 
charge of the infant that has occationed 
all my affliction, came to me with tears 
in her eyes. Take back your child, 
„Madam,“ faid ſhe, „it is fo white 
and delicate, that the wicked Spa- 
« niards will make but one mouthful of 

<« it; for they ſay they live on human 
* fleſh, and eat little children.“ No- 
thing could perſuade the ag creature 
loſt . milk with f 15 am W 
obliged to take it with me to Chambery, 
to which I confeſs I feel an averſion that 

I am aſhamed of. Poor little innocent, 
1he muſt not gare for the evil ſhe bas 
given riſe to. The Count, de Montjoye 
has offered me his houſe, which I readily 
accept. His lady is my intimate friend, 
and as ſhe is the daughter of the Mar- 
IO d'Arvillars, who reſided a long 
210 „ time 
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time in Spain 1 in quality of ambaſſador, 
it is hoped the Prince will pay ſome de- 
| ference to "this family. We ſhalt ſet 


out in three hours time, and you ſhall 


hear from me on my arrival at Cham- 


| bery. I am in hourly expectation of e a 
letter from the Count. e 
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The Anſwer t to the preceding ; 


How grateful Iam to the Almighty, 


my deareſt child, for the fortitude 


be gives you ! you are under his imme- 


diate guidance; happy are thoſe who 
walk thus ſecurely, and make a right uſe 
of the ſeaſon of adverſity. The ſoul is 


purified by the cup of affliction, and * 


affections detached from the world: 
becomes ſenſible, that the days of my 


grimage here on earth are not days of 
perfect reſt; that can only be enjoyed 


in a future ſtate, towards which it aſ- 
* with anxious expectations. 


I am 
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( 29 » 
I am greatly charmed with your fend | 
timents towards the Marquis“ 8 ſervant. 
The poor fellow will be ſhocked at the 


miſchief he has cauſed; and I would 


recommend to you to do all in your 
power to conſole him; for 1 look upon 


bis maſter's return as at no great diſ- 


tance; the Count will unqueſtionably 
bring him back to you. He would be 
of great uſe to you at the preſent juncture, 


| when Chambery will be filled with 
enemies, leſs formidable, indeed, than 
your good people ſuppoſe, but whoſe: * 


vicinity will, notwithſtanding, occaſion 
much diſorder. Your intention of going 


to the Count de Montjoye's makes me 
ealy ; let me hear from you every poſt; 


I have great need of it in the n 


critical circumſtances, J : 


NS From 


Dun mo k Moron 70 * * 26; „ deen. 
du: MermzEn. 18 Pts 


1257 . Dear Mother,” OT 
WI are at this moment in wech rente 
tranquillity at Chartbery, that no 
one would imagine we were ſurrounded 
by foes, and for which we are indebted 
to the pruderice of the Coumt de Monte = 
Joye: © At the firſt intimation of the 
| Spaniards approach the whole city Was 
in the utmoſt confuſion, The governor 
appointed by the King of Sardinia 
haſtened to tranſport all the current 
coin beyond the mountains. Salt, to- 
bacco, and other articles that pay taxes, 
were ſold at the loweſt Prices; and, 
aſter raiſing as much money as they 
could upon them, the governor and the 
F Teſt of the king” s officers withdrew, and 
leſt the city to its own direction. It 


became nocelſary at this criſis to find 
5 _ | ſome 


C3) 


3 undertake ſo arduous an enterpriſe. 


Bread was growing ſo ſcarce that it 
could hardly be procured at the moſt 
exorbitant price; nothing was to be ſeen 
in the ſtreets but waggons full of goods; 


every one thought of eſcaping to France, 


and the nobility who could not abandon 


their eſtates were near being left alone; 


in the town, when the Count de Mont- 


joye, who is but five and twenty, un- 
dertook to reſtore every thing to order. 
By his care and vigilance, plenty and. 


ſecurity. have ſucceeded to ſcarcity. and, 


dread. He repaired to. Montmelian, to 
pay his reſpects to the Infant Don Philip, 
and agreed. with his miniſters reſpecting 
the quantity of proviſions to be furniſhed; 
by the town. He directed that they 


 thould amaſs into one. heap all the corn 


that is to be delivered to the troops: he 
paſſes the nights at the council, and the 
days in | gathering together. corn and 

| C 5 other 


ſome eilſul pilot who, would ſteer the. 
helm of affairs ; but no one offered to 
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other articles for the. ſubſiſtence of. a 
great army. He has made himſelf very 


agreeable to the Prince, and his lady, 


who has been preſented to him, re- 


ceived a thouſand civilities: they preſſed 77 


me exccedingly. to be of the party, yt 
in my preſent uncomfortable fituation, 


1 could not find in my heart to equip . 


myſelf ſuitable to ſuch a rencounter, for 
which reaſon— 1 
1 have this inſtant received a letter 


Hoa my brother-in-law. The fight of 
his hand-writing threw me into a violent 
agitation, and 1 fat above a quarter of 


an hour in tears, not daring to open it, 
left it ſhould contain ſome dreadful in- 


telligence; but I am agreeably ſurpriſed, 


the Count has not deceived. our expecta- 


tions; his friendſhip for the Marquis 
made him fly to his aſſiſtance, to whom 
be pledged himſelf as ſurety for my: 


innocence, in ſpite of all appcarances. 
He would have returned With him to 


me, had not the preſent fate of affairs 
| ? 4 


4 


their king againſt his enemies. The 


Marquis, notwithſtanding his baniſh- 


ment, feels bimſelf more attached to his 
maſter than he, had imagined, and 
thinks it his duty to preſent himſelf at 
this junQure, even though he were 
certain of being. rejected. He is io 
thoroughly aſhamed of the ſuſpicions he 
harboured of me, that he cannot write 


to. me. Vou will. readily conceive tlie | 


2 joy this letter has given me. 1 concealed 
| ſome. circumſtances from. Monfieur de 

Montjoye, | but informed him of the 
Marquis's departure for: Turin. He 
tells me this ſtep will occaſion me much 
perplexity, as it will. ſubject me to the 
confiſcation of all our poſſeſſions. in 
Savoy. He ſtrenuouſiy adviſes me to- 
accompany bim to Montmelian, and be 
| preſented to the Prince by Monſieur de 
Saint Croix; which he thinks will ſave 
me a great deal of inconvenience. 1 
wil not finiſh my letter till my return, 


$5 C5 . that 


obliged. them to offer their ſervices to 
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(3) 
that I may give. vou an account Be our 
proceedings. n it 
How wenderbil are the, _ of 885 
videace. and by what unexpected 
means does he raiſe us from the abyſs 
in which we thought ourſelves ſor ever 
plunged! ! Juſt as the Count was pre- 
paring to ſet out, a young French gen- 
tleman was announced with whom he 
had formerly travelled. His name is 
Sabran, and he appears extremely ami- 
able. Aſter the firſt compliments were 
over, the Count proceeded to inquire to 
what happy chance he was indebted for 
| the pleaſure of ſceing him. Monfieur 
de Sabran was going to reply, when I 
entered the room. I was no ſooner 
ſeated, than the young man approaching 
me eagerly, begged permiſſion to exa- 
mine one of my rings. I gave it him, 
and as it was the ſame I received from 
the unknown lady to ſerve as a future 
teſtimony. for the child who has been 
the cauſe of wy; woe; 1 looked: ſted- 
3 faltly 


C3) 


fally at the young man; to diſcover if 


Re was not the principal hero of the 
piece. The emotions his countenance 
expreſſed were by no means equivocal. 
After attentively furveying the inſide of 


the ring, his eyes ſuddenly flaſhed with 
the moſt Krely joy; and lie aſked me; 


if, without being guilty” of an indiſcre- 
tion, he might learn how I'became poſ- 


fofſed' of that ee 1 felt 1 


„ 


not tconfeßs the pee kasttke, and for 
no conſideration would 1 have told an 
untruth. As I did not anſwer, and my 


8 bluſhes indicated my confufion, the 
- young man threw himſelf. at my feet: 


For God's ſake, Madam,“ ſaid he, 


relieve the painful uncertaitity I feel: 


«at fight of that ring, the ſole pledge 
& of my faith to a much- loved wife, of 
* whom Tcan obtain no ſort of tidings: * 
F recovered myſelk a little during This 
ſpeech, and was no longer withheld but 


by the Count's preſence, Which De 84 


Cy” bran. 


* 
N * 


4 
* 
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: bran-obſerving, told. me he had no re- 
ſerve with his friend, and that he ſhould: 


want his 'advi 


e. IJ then related circum- 


ffantially what had happened in the 
park, but could not inform him of the 
reſidence of the object he was in ſearch 


af as I myſelf, was unacquainted with 

it: Me all conjectured it could not be 
is from my caſtle; and Monſieur de 
Sabran immediately gave the Count an 
opportunity of ſerving him, by recount- 


J 0 that having bad the good fortune Z 


to pleaſe Mademoiſelle de Sillery, who 


was a rich heireſs, ſhe had conſented to 


unite their deſtinies by a private mar- 
nage: that he had been obliged to leave 


her three months aſter this union, as her 


family ſuſpected their intimacy; that he 
had written to her ſeveral times without 


effect; and that the grief occafioned by 


her filence had nearly reduced him to 


the grave. That ſince his recovery he 


had ſought her in vain. She bad quitted 


. Paris with the reſt of the Ts who, 5 


he 


0 35 * 
he had been told, reſided ſomewhere 
near Lyons 0 S719 


WhenMonficurde Sabran had Gn ſhed 
his recital, his friend embraced him, 
promiſing to uſe all his intereſt witn 
the young lady's father, who is now at 
Chambery, and with whom he is upon 
intimate terms. The confirmation of 
this marriage, they fear, will be no eaſy | 
matter to obtain, as Monfieur de Sillery 
is an obſtinate old gentleman, wWho is 
ſaid to be fond of his money. De Sa- 
bran is a younger: ſon, and, to uſe the 
Rowe; . en, but the . and 
: forts a 7 Lives ich cho of ſucceſs. 
Till the happy moment of reconciliation 
arrives he has. offered him his houſe, 
whither I have ordered the little girl ta 
be brought, as her father is in the ut- 


maſt e to embrace her. © 531 
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PRAISE the Lots, my dear child, fo 
tothe" means he affords" you of quſtifi- 
cation. At the appointed time he can 
bring truth to light, though buried in 
the moſt profound abyſs. We have juſt 
beheld an example of this, Which ſhould) © 
comfort all thoſe whoſe reputation has 
wien eng uftly:ravithed from them 
About two years ago there came to 
* * a courtezan, extremely famous 
both on account of her 'beauty, and 
the ruin of thoſe whom ſhe had the 
misfortune to pleaſe. As the lived in a 
very ſcandalous manner, the curate of 
the place had her ſecretly informed, that 
ſhe muſt either change her conduct ot 
leave the town; at the ſame time threat. 
ening to have recourſe to magiſterial au. 
thority for her removal. This woman, 
at the time ſhe received the meſſage, 
p | was 


6 


Was Rring with one of the principaf 


men of the city, and full of the defire 
of being revenged, ſhe employed every 
power of ſeduction to perſuade him to 
ſhare it. He, being deeply enamoured, 

and fearing to loſe his conqueſt, a 


into her views, He poſſeſſed the dan 
gerous art of counterfeiting the hand- | 


writing of others, and having procured 
a letter of the curate's, he copied the 
characters ſo exactly, that it was im- 


poſſible | not to be deceived by it. He 


then wrote a letter to this woman as 
from the paſtor, in which, to give the 
greater ſemblance of criminality, he en- 
treated her pardon for the ſtep his public 
character obliged him to take concerning 
her ; and concluded by aſſuring her, he 
would be punctual to the rendezvous: 


the had given him for the enſuing night. 


When the villain was furniſhed with 
this piece of fraud, he openly quarrelled 
with the courtezan, who, in her turn, 
complained to every body that he had 

robbed 
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whbed þ "I of a letter of. the utmoſt 
conſequence. His friends having aſked 
g him the ſubject of the — 805 about 
| which ſhe made ſuch a | bufile, he ſhewed 
it to them privately, all ed dgin g, it would 
have been imprudent to have left ſuch | 
a ſcandalous epiſtle with a woman of 1 
her character: : thus feigning t to be ten 3 
1] der of the man 8 reputation Which 5 
| be. Was privatel y. undermining, The 
ret was known to ſo many, that it al 
length reached the ears of the biſhop, | 
who at firſt refuſed to credit it, as the 
curate was, held ; in very high eſtimation 
for the purity of his morals. He defi red 
to ſee the letter in queſtion, and, com- 
paring i it with ſome. others of the cu- 
rate's, he no longer doubted the truth 
of the allegation. He ſent ſor and 
gave him the counterfeited epiſtle. The 
paſtor peruſed it without the leaſt emo- 
tion, and, on returning it, ſaid;“ My 

be hand 1s well copied, but God. is my 


6 ———— ot. 
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N gl = 60 * witneſs, 1 never wrote that letter.” 
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The ſbandal x was now become tod public 
to be huſhed up i the biſhop: ſuſpended: 
- the curate, and obliged him to 7 
into a ſeminary, where he paſſed two. 
years, and never left it till this morning. 
The biſhop himſelf went in queſt of. 
5 him, and has had the proofs of his in- 
nocence poſited up in all parts of the 
town. In this manner it was diſcovered: 
a grand pall was given laſt night in 
the gity, to Which your brother was ing 
vited.. Thie author of the forged letter 
Was there, little imagining that the 


ſeaſon he had choſen for his diverfion 


Was that in which. the joſtice of God 
was about to puniſh his crime. In the 
> middle of the night he was ſeized with 
.& violent colic, which was inſtantly 
judged to be mortal. As he could not 


be moved from the houſe where the 


ball was given, the maſter was under 
the neceſſity of accommodating him with 
a bed. A confeſſor and ſurgeons were 
ſent t for, but, before they could arrive, the 

wretch 


— 


( 42 
witetch- confeſſed, to the byerſtanders, 
who were i in great numbers, that he Was 
convinced his illneſs was a puniſhment 
inflicted by the Almighty for the ſin he 
had committed towards the curate. He 

lived ſome hours after his confeſſien, and 
confirmed, the paſtor's innocence by re- 
peating his declaration before a lawyer 
to eſtabliſh its authenticity. My ſon, 
who- ſigned as a witneſs, as alſo your 
father, - reluted me the ſtory; which 
called upon me to admire r 
of Providence, who, ſooner or later, 
vor Himel the e of the 1 in- 
L in with. vou in planting the 
Count de Montjoye's good conduct. 
Be guided by him to prevent the con- 
| fiſcation. of your lands. Write to me 
often, eſpecially when you have any 
intelligence of the Marquis. And that 
dear Count, how love him for be- 
coming. your ſurety | How delighted 
Will be be, when he knows the happy 
developement of this affair! 
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Ny Dear Mother, eee ba to 

1 HAVE at gs received a letter 
from the Marquis, in anſwer to one 

1 wrote him, detailing the unfortunate 
adventure that gave riſe to his ſuſpi- 
cions.” He appears moſt thoroughly 
humbled by bis injuſtice towards: me, 
and promiſes to do all in his power to 
make me forget it. The Count de 
= |  Montjoye had adviſed me not to telk 
mim of my viſit to the Prince, as he 
ougght to be unacquainted with it, which, 
of courſe, I did not., We returned 
yeſterday from Montmelian, where Þ 
was preſented: to him by the Marquis de 
Sainte-Croix. I advanced to kiſs his 
hand, but he prevented, and reſpectfully 
ſaluted me. Having learned that I was 
French, he afked me ſeveral queſtions 

' CO- 


* 


6 * 


concerning the manners of mat en 
of which he is not ignorant, but der 

bghts_ to converſe. This Prince is tall, 
yet ſomething i is wanting to his height; ; 
but he is extremely amiable; his cour- 
teous and affable deportment inſpires 

confidence ; - he has fine eyes, a clear 
| „ and a ſmiling countenance ; 
they ſpeak highly of his generoſity, of 
his taſte for the arts; in a word, he i 18 
quite my hero. I ſhould apprehend 
the (gracious reception I met with made 
me view him in too favourable Aa light, : 
were not every body of the ſame opi- 
nion. We determined the day follow- 
ing to ſee him dine, but the Jacobine 
friars, with whom he lodges, ſent us 
word they did not admit ladies to their 
convent. The deputies of Geneva were 
come to ſalute the Prince, and to dine 
with him. When he ſat down to table, 
he called for the Count de Montjoye, 
and hearing we were ſtill at Montme- 
1 2 17 . by we were not at the 


dinner. 1 


„ 

Gugel Being informed of the Jacobines 
ſcruples, he immediately ordered one of 
bis officers to go and fetch us, and t 
tell the ſuperior, that all places he . 
habited were royal houſes, where every 
one ſhould be admitted without diſ- 
tinction of ſex. I aſſure you, I could 

very well have diſpenſed with his atten- 
tion, for he dined in a ſmall cell where 
we were only twelve at table; and I 
unfortunately was ſeated oppoſite to 
him, ſo that I hardly dared to look up. 
However I recovered myſelf in time, 
and had the ſatisfaction to ſee him quite 
at my eaſe. How wonderful is our af- 
fection for our princes! I cannot de- 
ſcribe the joy I felt in contemplating 

this grandſon of Louis. I was delighted 1 

to behold with what admiration the d 

puties regarded him, to whom he often 
addreſſed himſelf, and aſked very per- q 

tinent queſtions. He was ſerved ac- | ; 

a cording to the etiquette of Spai n, on one 1 

| knee, and has really a Bourbon appetite, | 

| tor 


0 EE. IP 
for during an hour and half that the 
dinner laſted he did not loſe ten minutes. 
is gentleman told us, that every morn- 
ing he ſwallowed ſome gold in a meſs 
of broth, and his great appetite Was 
attributed to this regimen. 

Buy the luekieſt chance in the * „ 
Monſfeur de Sillery happened to be at 
Mbntimelian ; and as we were but three, 

and he had come on horſeback, he ac- 
cepted the Count's offer of returning in 
his coach. Monfieur de Sillery is a 
venerable old man, who inſpires reſpect 
at firſt fight. He ſeemed to like my 
converſation, and begged I would per- 

mit him ſometimes to viſit me. This 
invitation made me deviſe a project, 
which has been crowned with the hap- 
pieſt ſucceſs. I returned the good old 
man's politeneſs, and aſſuring him of | 
the pleaſure his ſociety gave me, en- 
treated him to prolong it by honouring 
us with his company to ſupper at the 
' Count's," and Tran n tlie ac- : 
2 quaint» 
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een of his lady and davghter, 
He conſented; and the Count de Mont- 


Joye agreed to go and fetch the ladies. 
When they arrived, cards were intro- 
duced; the Count took care to leave 
me diſengaged, that I might have an 
opportunity of informing the young lady 
of my plan, for I had communicated it 


to him, and to Monſieur de Sabran, who 


conſequently did not make his appear- 
ance before the old gentleman. 
not named to the ladies, yet Mademoi- 


I was 


ſelle de Sillery, whom the Count had 


5 Prepared for the meeting, was over- 
come, in ſpite of this Precaution, at 
ſight of me. She turned pale and faint, 
but this accident was of uſe to us, as it 
ſerved as a pretence for my taking her 
üttto the garden for air. We were no 
ſooner alone, than ſhe gave free vent 
to her tears. 


I haſtened to comfort her 
by informing her of her huſband's ar- 
rival, and of the ſcheme 1 had pro- 


en in her favour; She-embracedhe 
— thou 


\ 


0 48 * | 
| buen and when. the was 5 . 
arten bare wh ae 3 our- 
ſelves, Monfieur de Sabran entered, 
-booted and ſpurred 3 looked ſurpriſed at 
ſeeing the De Sillerys; and when he 


had paid his-co plaments to them, pre- 
tended to take his leave. The Count 
de Montjoye preſſed him to ſtay, adding, 

chat as he ſeemed to know thoſe ladies, 
be was: fure they would excuſe his 
diſhabille. De Sabran did not require 
much entreaty; ſupper was ſerved up, 
and the repaſt was extremely lively. 
When the deſſert was on table, and the 
fervants withdrawn, my little daughter 
- was announced; I had ordered the dear 
innocent to be very nicely. dreſſed, and 
ſhe looked as beautiful as an angel. 

1 Every, body careſſed and admired her; 
as for Monſieur de Sillery, who had 
taken her into his arms, he could not 
be me on to park with her. The 
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FRE nttle creature, as ir ſhe had known 
our intentions, finiled at the old man, 
held out her pretty hands fo him, and 
anſwered to his careſſes with the beſt 
grace imaginable. Good heavens! 
hat a lovely child!“ ſaid he, as he 
preſſed her to his boſom: © I ſhould 
«grow young again, could 1 hope that 
my daughter would one day give me 
* ſach another.“ The poor girl could 
ſearce refrhin from tears, ſhe looked 
pale and trembling as a criminal WO 
awaits his doom. What is the matter 
with you, my child?“ faid her father; 
« Are you ſo àlarmed at tlie idea of a 
« huſband ?2** You are quite ill” Ir re- ; 
lieved her k by ſaying, ©. Mademoiſelle is 

A. affected at this poor child's unhappy 
fate; I gave her ſome account of A 
ce before ſupper. This unfortunate in- : 
e fant, Sir,“ continued I, “ does not 
N « belong to me; the is the melancholy 

* offspring of a ſecret marriage; there 


is no proviſion made for her, and it I 
n 5 ec pro- 


c N 


cc acknowledging. himſelf. the father of 


5 ſuch, a lovely chilg ; 1 roſe as he. 
finiſhed. theſe. e letting his. 


daughter paſs me, ſhe fell.at her father's. 


feet on one ſide, while De Sabran did. 


the ſame on the other. 6c. What does 
„this, mean?” F cried the old man: „Ah! 


« Madam, how am * interpret this ? g i 


Co You haye pronounced, the ſentence of. 
60 this unfortunate,” 4 aid 1 . aſſuming, 


the poſture | of his children; do not 
« revoke it, but let our | tears. claim for- 


6 «.giveneſs 5 a fault, for which you be- 
© hold ſo good : an excuſe,” : Monſieur 
| de Sillery made no reply, he did not. 
appear to ſee me; every body ſobbed, 


aloud, but he ſeemed unmindful of all... 


At length his eyes: became ſuffuſed with. 


tears; ey, ſireamed on the face of the. 5 


X F . infant; 


able FT" i ogned. by, 
Ce thoſe to FROM, the has the honour to 5 
4 belong. “ What amazing cruelty!““ 
exclaimed Monſieur de Sillery; “ Has 
any one fo. hard a heart as to refuſe . 


| 0 51 J 

infant; and giving it into his daugliter- 8. 
arms, Riſe, my children,” ſaid be; 
&« till this hour I knew not the force. of : 
nature.“ He then caſt his eyes on.” 
me, and ini up, conjured me to 
riſe. What treachery !” ſaid he to 

me; © Ah! Madam, could I have ſaſ-, 


3 pected you of ſuch a firoke | ? Come. 


1 embrace an old man; a fit pas, 
| « niſhment for your deceit,” * And. 
« I, too,” ſaid Madame de, ' Montjoyey, 
«< muſt kiſs you ten times for the good 
& ation you have done, though at Pre- 
« ſent it is a perſect riddle to me.”—cT 
«am utterly at 'a loſs to underſtand 
0e you, ” cried Madame de Sillery ; « 3 
9 hear of a private marriage; my da ughs | 
ter ſeems concerned in it; my huſ- a 
band is affected; what does all this: 
mean?“ But the farpriſe of this lady. 
was extreme, as ſhe, thought. herſelf 
{are of a daughter who was ſcarce ever, 
out of her ſight. She. was not, how. 
ver, more inflexible. than the father; 
WH 2 : . they 


TY. 


they poche embr raced Montur det Sabran, 
acknowledged } him as their ſon, and im- - 
Rede confülted upon the meaſures 5 
to be taken to add ſuch formalities to | 
the marriage as ſhall render it valid. 
2 They agreed | not. to make it public till 
their return to Paris. 8 1 cannot deſcribe 
to you the happineſs of the whole family, 
the gratitude of the young couple, and | 
.the affection of Monſieur and Madame 1 


aller) for their little grand-daughter. 


[ . n. Arfiver t the preceding. 

| i 0 þ . Ts : 

N Ho you Now, my dear child, your 
4 by laſt letter brought tears into your 
1 father s eyes and mine. We together 
E | L admired. the reſources nature, or rather 


Ei 8 Providence, has provided in the hearts 
1 of parents in favour of their children. I 
= Mi well enced on this head, my 
il LI „en 
| > 4% : = 
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child, never was mother more ſo, and 1 
love to ſee this my weaknefs juflified by 
examples. How culpable are thofe 
children who forget their duty to the 
authors of their being! however great 
may be the faults of a child, a father 
can ſeldom withhold his forgiveneſs. 1 
muſt on this occaſion relate an incident 
that has juſt happened here, in which T 
performed a principal part. You know 
the Count d'Orman; his eldeſt ſon, who 
was ſpoiled by the mother, has given him 
the greateſt poſſible uneaſineſs. About 
three years ago he decamped with a 
conſiderable ſum of money, and this 
theft very much embarraſſing the ſa- 
ther's circumſtances, he vowed never to 
pardon it. He kept his word till this 
time, neither his friends, nor our biſhop, 
who viſited him on purpoſe, could ob- 
tain the leaſt remiſſion of the ſentence. 
The ſon returned home a fortnight ago, 
and remained concealed in his mother's 
cloſet. Madame a Orman came to im- 
| D : $3114. 2200 


« 8 
© her anxiety about. him to me, 


nhd-othe reconciliation. Was effected in 
the following manner. The Count's 
whole famil: yi was altembled together, 


which i is very numerous, for he has eight 


| children married; the ꝓretence alledged 
For. this, feaſt was] Madame: d' Ormaus 
Sirth; day, and we fat down thirty at 
kahle. On it we ſound a young. calf 


dined with fowls;. and eyery, body ex- 
preſſed; their een at ſo extraor- 
«nary» a diſh. 6 This 18 the feaſt. of 


m he father 77 the family F deſcribed in 


4® holy ſeripture, ſaid I; here is 


* the fatted calt, but. en is tlie pro- 


i digal ſon ?“ At theſe words Monſieur 


«Orman. changed colour, and turned 


dhe diſcourſe; 1 I pretended not to notice 


at, and continued talking to him of his 


child. The Count, forgetting what was 


due to the « company. burſt into a tranf. 


Port of padſion: 4; ſuffered him. to ex- 
hauſt bis choler, and even commended 


His reſentment. 23 My partaking inithis 


wer ſeemed to e it; when 1 


f TY 
8 . 


thought 


* 


980 
thought it fafficiently abated, I} endea- 


voured to awaken his tenderneſs ;, ; for a 


long time! I deſpaired of ſucceſs, but at 
length his eyes filled with tears. This 
was the critical moment, 1 gave tlie 


fi gnal agrecd upon, and the prodigal 


"ſon was gat his father's feet before le 


could perceive him. a This inflexible. ; 


parent no. ſooner beheld his child than 
his anger expired; be forgave him with 


'a very good grace, and the remainder of 


the ſapper paſſed with extreme -aicty. | 

8 delighted with the portrait you 
draw of the Prince Don Philip, and 
much pleaſed with the emotions of ten- 
derneſs and joy his fight occaſioned you. 
In the order of Providence, kings Are 


or ought to be the fathers of their peo- 
ple, and we owe them the ſame ſenti- 
ments that are due to this revered title; 


but the * French have no need of leſſons 


on this ſubject, they are diſtinguiſhed 


F bis obſervation made at a time when Toyalty 
was their characteriſtic, becomes now a ſevere re- 
proach on the altered ſentiments they have mani- 
"TO * theſe laſt ſix years. 


* 1 among 


£5 


among nations for an affectionate attach- 


ment to thoſe whom Providence os af- | 


Hgned for their maſters. _ 
Tam of Monſieur de Montjoy's s opi- 
nion, that the Marquis ſhould remain 


4 ignorant of your viſit to the Prince ; It : 
is probable your King would not ap- 


prove of it, and ev thing muſt fall 
upon yourſelf. Submit to the diſpenſa 
tions of heaven reſpecting his abſence; 
after the happy events it has brought to 
light for your juſtification, you would be 
unpardonable not to commit your whole 
doncgrns into the hands of the ty 


Fd 


From the Marchiondf * ** * to Madame 


du Mowrres. 


NV dear Mother, . = | 


- You rl be much urpriſed K 15 
neus I have to tell you. The Mar- 
quis and Count are now at Chambery, 
in the wi of een ed pred s ſuite,” Upon 


his 


0 57 9 


Bis arrival, Don Philip retired with al 
Bis troops to Fort Barrau, without a 
ſword being drawn on either ſide. The 
politicians pretend to diſcover great 
myſtery in his conduct, which does, in- 
deed, appear very ſingular. Lou may 
eaſily conceive the pleaſure 1 felt at 
again embracing a huſband from whom 
E-feared I was long to be ſeparated, and 
to ſee him convinced of my affection and 
innocence. He aſſures me he will never 
paſs one day of his life without aſking 
my. pardon. for his unjuſt. ſuſpicions ;: 
be even carried His delicacy ſo far as to 
turn away the ſervant who gave birth to 
them, but IL have fo well pleaded his 
_eauſe, that he has taken him again 4 and. 
I have made a fmall preſent to the poor 
fellow to convince him I harbour nor 
rancour againſt him in my heart. - I 
embraced my brother-in-law a thouſand 
times; his. affection. for my ſiſter is as 


ſtrong as ever, and he aſſures me ſhe 


_ has ney; herſelf an, object of admi- 


%% „ _ Dis: ration 


a 
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ration to all the Piedmonteſe ladies. In the 
midſt of ſo much ſatisfaction, Þam-very 
Aenſibly a 22 ed by the diſgrace of my | 
beſt ſriend : the Count de Montjoye has 
Hadinothin g but- reproaches in return for 
His unremitting care and attention. He 
0 looked upon as diſaffected; the King 

would not allow his ſather- in- law, the 

dee d Arvillars, to pay his reſpecis : 
to him, and the poor old man, heart 
ſtruck by fo unexpected a blow, has 

fallen dangerouſly ill. Such is the dif- 
ference between the ſervice of God and 

that of men: with the former a good i in 

ſention ſtands in the place of deeds; 

but men gueſs at our motives, and too 
frequently decide unjuſtly upon our ac- 

tions. This reflection increaſes my diſ- 

guſt for the court, and as ſoon as my 

dear Marquis can quit the ſervice with 
honour, that is, at the return of peace, | 

we ſhall retire n Iv > NE on our 
eltates. 1 ö | 
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While I was writing, the Marquis 
came to inform me that I am involved 

in the diſgrace of my friend; I thought 

it indiſpenſable in me to ſee him as be- 


fore, which is imputed to me as a crime, 
as alſo my vifit to the Prince. The 
King, who is preparing to repaſs the 
mountains, has ſignified to the Marquis 


that he bas no farther occaſion: for his 


ſervices; I cannot regret remaining here 
with him, for I have a repugnance to 
Turin that 8 could mobs ably over- 
come 278720 Abi of, Ahh 92151 

The King fo out on 0 bh return tp 
days ago, and we are once again far- 


rounded: with. the Spaniards: it is really 
a moſt unintelligible farce; Don Philip 
ſeems to have the King of Sarpinia's 
word that he ſhall remain unmoleſted 


in this town, for he has eſtabliſhed Bini 


ſelf as if he meant to ſtay here to eter- 
nity. I meant to have diſpatched this 
letter at that time, had not an unforſeon 
acrident retarded it. A fire broke out 

JNC 
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in the palace, and entirely conſumed it; 
and our houſe not being far diſtant, 
we were on foot, the whale, - night. f 
Happily we eſcaped. with no other 
danger than what our fears ccaſtoned; 
and this accident has proved no ſort of 
interruption to the various entertain- 
ments that are going forward. Our la- 
dies enter into them with abundance of 
ſpirit, and their daughters are on the 
look out for huſbands among the lords 
Don Philip's court. Thoſe amongſt 
them who may marry here will not to be 
pitied, for the more I know of our dear 
| Savoyards, the more I am attached to 
them. They are, generally ſpeaking, 
of noble extraction, and of the beſt cha- 
racters in the world. The amiable 
Sophy, daughter to the Counteſs de 
Menthon, has made a conqueſt of a 
very amiable Spaniard, which is thought 
likely to terminate in a union that will 
prove advantageous to both parties ; 
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-_—_—_—_ on that. of AUG End 


Undone F Vienna to th Je Mains. 
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and the time of my rejoining my buf 
band is not far diſtant. This is proba- 


bly the laſt letter you will receive from 
| me; - 4 could have wiſhed to have wich | 
it with my own hand, but I am too 
weak to enjoy that ſatisfaction. Your 


father died the death of the righteous, 
and for this © cannot be ſufficiently 
thankful to the Lord. "Fain would 1 
conceal from you the occaſion” of his 


demiſe, but ſooner or later you would 
know it, and your grief would only be 
Fern, not t Telened. ” * 0 
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4 gentleman in our neikboubdeck 
as great a plebeian in ſentiments as he is 
rich in anceſtry, came very oiten to hunt 
on our lands: your unfortunate father 

having caught him one day in the fact, 
reprimanded him for it, perhaps with too 
much aſperity. He was unarmed, and 
the villain having his piece charged, 
fired it, and lodged. two bullets in his 
body. Your poor father was conveyed 
home, almoſt expiring, and three pea- 
ſants, who had ſeized the aſſaſſin, con- 
ducted him to our houſe nearly at the 
ſame time, My huſband's firſt care was to- 
have the wretch ſecured, and to ſend for 
his father, though we have been at va- 
riance for many years.. He.reſtored him 
Bis ſon, gave money to the peaſants to 
engage them to ſecrecy, and aſſembling 
his children round him, made them take 
an oath never to harbour a thought. of 
revenging his death. This done, he 
turned his whole thoughts to preparing 
himſelf for * before his Maker, a 


and 
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and daring twelve days that he ſurvived 
bis wound, he prayed with ſcarce. any 


intermiſſion, repeating continually theſe 


words, Forgive me, O Lord, as 1 forgive 


the author of u death. He refuſed to 


name his aſſaſſin to juſtice, and the Al. 
mighty, to recompenſe him in this life for 
the facrifice he made, granted him the 
converfion of his enemy, whiet-heinceſ- 
fantly implored. The evening before 


his death, the father of the young man 
came from him to intreat his forgiveneſs, 
and to bring him a letter from the con- 


vent of la Trappe, whither he had re- 
tired. In it he conjured your poor fa- 
ther to pray to God to grant him perſe- 


verance in his repentance. This happy 


event greatly alleviated our affliction. I 

received the laſt ſighs of my dear huſ- 
band with firmneſs; but notwithſtand- _ 
ing my efforts to preſerve this frame of 


mind, my body has ſunk under its grief; 


and while my heart ſubmitted to the 


decrees of heaven, it was ſo <—_ torn, 
:: . that 
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fered 75 _ ſhock... A flow. fever, 
and a total inability to retain; any nou- 
riſhment, ſeem to announce Aa ſpeedy. 


diſſolntion, and the phyſicians do not 


think I can ſurvive the eighth day. L | 
_ ſuffer, however, no pain but my Arength 
zs entirely exhauſted. | ; 


One of my greateſt aids in quit- 


ting this world, is being deprived of the 
cConſolation of embracing you once 
more; but why. do I complain ?. we 


ſhall mcet, ere lon g, deareſt child; ue 


longeſt life is but as a moment, com- 
pared to eternity. I feel it now, my 
love, I have lived but one day, and have 
even loſt the greateſt part of that; no- 


thing now remains with me but what I 


have done well, and this, how trifling: 7 


is it! yet I dare truſt in the mercies of 
my, God. The Marquis's kindneſs has 
left me nothing to deſire for my children 
on the ſcore of fortune. I recommend 
them to you, my beloved daughter; 
5 be 


In eiples of my 1 have uk. | 
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be a mother to them, and more eſpecially 
do all in your power to confirm them in 


the fear of the Lord. My laſt hour 
would beembittered with the moſt poig- 


. nant ſorrow, could I ſappoſe your firm- 
neſs and refignation to the divine will 


would abandon you on this occaſion. 


Mourn for us as a Chriſtian, in the hope 
of one day meeting again, but do not 


accelerate the approach of that day * 


indulging in immoderate woe. 
Farewell, deareſt child, my thoughts | 


ought to be occupied with God 
alone, and I find myſelf growing too 
much affected. The Marquis will de- 
liver you this letter. May you together 


enjoy that peace, which is the foretaſte 
of the happineſs to which I aſpire, and 
which I. truſt I ſhall | enjoy through the 


goodneſs of God. 
I remain, &c, 


Hades du Montier did not dis of 
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: Found her ut the point of death; but the 

fight of this beloveld object ſeemed'to recall 

| her departing foul.” She | recovered, ami 
vent to reſide with the Mar chioneſs on One 
"of her gates, e 1 was 8 5 alive | 
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MY 4 hs child may be perfeatly eaſy 
with regard to my health; it is ſo 
much improved, that I find myſelf able 
to write you a long letter with my own 
hand: 1 might have done it ſooner 
without ſuſtaining any injury, but ſome- 
thing was due to your ſiſter's fears, who, 
upon her own authority, aſſumed the 
office of my nurſe, a poſt that would 
have been extremely irkſome to me, 
were I not well  acquajnfed with her 

| motives 


| 16 . 

motives, which. alleyiate the Perpettial 
reſtraint ſhe has impoſed upon me for 
theſe two months that I have been with 
her. Tou ſee + cannot be accuſed of 

having abridged- the term of my conva- 

leſcence. At length for the three laſt 

days I have been left to my own gul- 
dance, by which you may judge of the 
perfection of my recovery. I am again 
permitted to continue a journey, the eloſe 
of which I thought was arrived. The 
Almighty has weighed me in the balance, 
and found me wanting; he allows me 
an opportunity to recover by a new life 
the time I have loſt. May his holy 
name be blefſed, my child, alike for 


life, or death, for health, or ſicknefs. I 


place this laſt among the greateſt bleſ- 
ings he has poured upon me: the torch 
of death enlightens our faculties ſur- 
priſingly. You know this ſtate, deareſt 
child, and let me intreat you never to 
loſe the remembrance of the ſalutary re- 
fleQians you then made; they are eaſily 
| effaced 


*. 
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if 5 effaced in-the tumult of the non world, 
and the peculiar danger it has for you 
makes me very uneaſy, in ſpite of all my 
endeavours to the contrary. The Marquis 
| continually reminds me of the purity of 
your morals; that your diſcretion, your 
attachment to your huſband, and your 
punctuality in fulfilling your religious 
duties, reuder you the admiration of the 
good and ſenſible people at court. I re- 
Jjoice at this eulogium; but, my dear 
child, the paths of error are numerous, 
and becauſe you are exempt from fla- 
grant crimes, you are not perhaps a whit 
nearer the kingdom of heaven. I had 
far leſs apprebenfion for your ſifter when 
ſhe was in your ſituation, Her under- _ 
ſtanding, naturally juſt, led her to ap- 
i prectate truly the fallaciouſneſs of 
worldly honours. But heaven, in endow- 
ing you with a more extenſive genius, 
has not given you that rectitude of 
thought which teaches us to judge of 
things as they are, not as they appear to 
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be. This important ſcience may become 
the fruit of your reflections; but I fear, 
that, wholly occupied with the care of 
performing your external part, you will 
neglect the more ſalutary examination 
= of yourſelf, and of the objects that ſur- 
dbeound you. Melancholy indeed would 
it be to acquire this knowledge by expe- 
rience, purchaſed at the price of the hap- 
pineſs, and perhaps innocence of the < | 
beſt years of your life. This life is very 
| ſhort, deareſt child: I am now fixty. 
years of age, and believe me, this length 
of years has vaniſhed like a dream. 
Were we thoroughly ſenſible of the va- 
lue of time, we ſhould huſband. it with 
the utmoſt care, and not loſe one mg- 
ment of it. The Marquis and his lady 
appear to be well convinced of this im- 
portant truth; their days are fully em- 
ployed, and the avidity with which they 
ſeek to enrich themſelves in good works, 
makes me often lament my own inactivi- 
ty. In the 85 they inhabit, „ the face of 
every 


— 
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every thing! is changed. Dreadful indi- 
gence, diſcord, and ignorance, with 
idleneſs, parent of all vice, have diſ- 
appeared. The devout attention mani- 
feſted by their ſuperiors in the place of 
worſhip, awes the moſt licentious: every 
body is employed in uſeful labours, and 
rendered comfortable by that charity 
which makes up for the nd of 
their gains. 
1 frequently have the Ny of ac- 
companying your ſiſter into the cottages, 
where ſhe herſelf inquires into the real 
wants of the poor * I ſay real, for ſhe is 
regardleſs of ſuch as are the offiprigg of 
ſloth. This was the great evil in theſe 
parts before her reſidence here. The 
caſtle, which ſtands on France, is bound- 
ed by Savoy, and the Savoyard, ſo 
laborious when he has loſt fight of his 
native mountains, near his own hamlet 
works merely for his daily bread. In 
plentiful years it is impoſſible to make! 
him ſubmit to hard labour, but fortu- 
R 5 nately 
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nately bread was very ſcarce when the 


Marquis came. The fame of his gene- 
roſity had preceded him, and they were 
in a manner beſieged by a troop of beg- 
gars, who concealed under their filthy 
rags ſtout and healthy limbs, capable 


of ſupporting fatigue and labour. He 


immediately made known to them, that 
he would never give alms, and would 


never withhold work; and when they 
found he kept his word, and willingly: 


and liberally. paid what they earned, 


they grew fond of labour and induſtry. 


Your- fiſter depends ſolely on herſelf to- 
ſee that every body is occupied, and her? 

ſeverity in this point does not prevent 
her being extremely beloved. At her. 


approach the good people expreſs their 


tranſports. by tears of joy, and with up- 
lifted hands and eyes implore heaven to: 
1 ſhower down bleſſings on her. How pure 
and delightful is her ſatisfaction in thoſe 
moments! It ſupports her under all her 
ſatigue; 08s. indeed, He does not ſpare - 
«ls PE . 
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t. Towards evening 


er re⸗ ble, when. chearful, ſen- 
Able, and unreſerved converſation, 
makes our hours paſs away both pleaq- 


ſantiy and inſtructive. I muſt give you 
a deſcription. of a fte champttrethat we 
had lat Sunday, to celebrate the anni- 
vrrſary of the young Marquis 's birth- 
day. "The eve of 3 it, all the inhabitants 
of the village, with the curate at their 
bead, came and preſented him with 
flowers : they danced for an hour, and 
the Marquis invited the whole pariſh to 
dinner the following day. Several 
tables were ſet out under a bower, to | 
which every body repaired after divine 
| ſervice. Our's was in the midſt of them, 
and our healths were drank by all preſent: 
you may be ſure your's were not forgot- 
ten. You will ſcarcely believe it; but, 
excepting one man who tranſgreſſed * 
bounds of ſobriety, all were in a condi- 
tion to go to church with as much de- 
cency as if they had been faſting. After - 
1241521 | the 
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the ſervice we each fred nailed; I 
fay we, my dear child, for they would 
nut give me any quarter. Our peaſants 
then took our places, and the day cloſed 
without the fiend diſcerd having once 
glided in among us. Doubtleſs you will 
laugh at the deſcription of our feat; 
which muſt ſeem inſipid when compared 
with thoſe 1 in which you are a daily ac- 
treſs and ſpectator: but, my daughter, 
if our eee are leſs brilliant, 
they are at leaſt exempt from the re- 
morſe, the dangers, and anxieties which 
are too frequently found in your's. I am 
obliged to reſign my pen; my dear Mar- 
chioneſs inſiſis that I abuſe her indul- 
gence, and will hardly ſuffer me to re- 
peat that nothing can exceed my allber 
tion for * * ann dg. Ci 
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= . Th be > Cans s —.— to Madame FY 
8 bb „ en, F 

= ; You are Joo ci sel my N 
5 extreme affection for you to doubt 


the ſatis faction your letter afforded me. 
The recovery of your health was the 
only remaining wifh of my heart. I 
now very ſenſibly ſeel that the happineſs 
of beloved. objects contributes largely to 
our own. To you I may acknowledge, 
mine is only to be found on the ſtormy 
dbceœan on which Providence has embarked 
me; true, it is infeſted with numberleſs 
rocks and perils, and 1 look upon it as 
uo fingular advantage that I can have the 
| happineſs of your advice to guide me in 
a right courſe : with this powerful aſ- 
ſiſtance, which I intreat you to conti- 
nue to me, I feel myſelf perfectly ſafe. 


Top have permitted me, my deareſt 
| - mater, 


—— 
* — * 
* 
* 
— 


an) 


mother, to write to you confidentially, 
and not to conceal, out of com 


rounding obje 


mination of en ſubmitting my jag. 
ment to) ours: „„ 1-8 ee 

: The Almighty, it pom, propor- 
Gan our: taſtes, our inclinations, our ta- 
lents, and our ſtrength, to the ſituation 


of liſe for which he deſigns us. A pre- 


ance, the impreſſions T receive from fur- 


permiſſion, 5 with the full deter- 


dominant paſſion, is it not a oak token 


of a particular vocation? That of my 
ſiſter has always been for rotirement, 
and the tranquil pleaſures of the cbun- 


try ; Which uniform occupations would 


ſatigue my mind to death. The liveli- 
neſs of my imagination would. be con- 


verted into ſlow poiſon, were I under | 


the -neceffity of conforming to, them, 


Heaven has placed us preciſely in the 


conditions of lie we ourſelves ſhould 

have choſen; 1 in that I admire the Al- 

wish 8 5 and goodness, and I 

of”: 5 . truſt 
je [ 


;% 


— 2 


*%. 


(0 —9ë9 


krult e n 'entlow'me” with Arength 
ſufficient to eſcape the dangers attenid- | 
ant on mine. Perhaps I dect wwe myſelf 
hen imagine that this ſtate Has Pecu- 
Har duties annexed toit, wich are in · 
compatible with certain notions of per- 
fection fit only for a cloiſter- Allow. 
me more fully to explain this idea. 1 
know full well how praiſeworthy 1 is her- 
mility and Chriſtian" Patience; at the 
fame time I am perſuaded theſe virtues 
dhould be Practiſed at a -court with 
1 abundance of prudence and circamſpec- 
tion. The Count; for whom my eſteem 
and love daily increaſe, he, I fay, has 
done every thing for me ; is it not then 
incumben ton me to evince my gratitude 
by placing him in à reſpectable light to 
others? Could that humility be called a 
virtue which would tend to debaſe his 
wife? Can 1 ſuffer any one to fail in re- 
ſpect to him in my perſon ; and ſince 
God has beſtowed upon me a certain 
rank, is it not become one of my duties 
1 25 S a N to 


S; 


© 77 ) 
to ſupport it? The titles and employs 


ments of my huſband furniſh me with 


prerogatives for which I think myſelf 
accountable to my children, and I can- 
not ſuffer. them to be attainted without 
deviating from what I owe to him, to 
my poſterity, and to good breeding. 1 
enlarge on this topic, my dear mother; 
becauſe for ſome days paſt I have been 
in a terrible perplexity, about it. 

| Laſt week the King gave a grand 


ſupper, which was ſucceeded by a ball; 


when we ſat down to table, the Mar- 
chioneſs of Sd took precedency of me. 


This ſhe had certainly no right to do, 
and I was upon the point of quitting 
the aſſembly, rather than ſubmit to the 
indignity of fitting below her, When 
the Ducheſs of P and her ſiſter 
_ offered me a ſeat between them. I was 


in great agitation during ſupper; haw- 
ever, I flattered myſelf the Marchioneſs 
had committed this impertinence of her 
own accord, and ſatisfied. with having 
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puniſhed her for. it F thought it would 
de uncharitable to puſh the matter far⸗ 
ther. Judge of my vexation when ſhe 
oy was named to dance before me. I vented 
my complaints to the maſter of the ce- 
remonies, but he replied, he had his or- 
ders, which he could not poſſibly vio- 
late. Tou ke, my dear mother, it was 
then beeoming a matter of importance, 
an affront was intended me, and I ſhould 
have merited the infult I received, had 
| Ibeen mean enough to have borne it 
tamely: pretending; therefore, ſudden 
inneſs, Fleft tho ball. The Count, who 
followed me, and Who, J am ſure, felt 
it as keenly as myſelf, endeavoured to 
laugh it off, that he might not increaſe 
my reſentment; he even perſuaded me 
0 drop the affair, which he called a 
bagatelle, but this no doubt was to leſ- 
ſen the chagrin I viſibly endured. 1 
was not, however, to be ſo impoled 
on, and when he found me determined 
to take notice bf RIO; he ſeriouſly 
b promiſed | 


. TE J 


bromited' 1 ſhould have ſafisfadion ot 
it. On my part I left nothing 1 undone : 


| the next day I called on the Baroneſs 


of Ru, bote lively and agrecable : 
wit you! know pleaſes the King, and who 


has thus acquired the right of faying 


every thing with impunity. She re- 


ceived me very coolly, and I could 
perceive by her ſtudied and almoſt tart 


converſation, that the hatred the had | 
always borne my fi fiſter's good qualities 


recoiled upon me. The old Duchefs 


participated in my grief, and I ſhalt ever 


gratefully remember the friendſhip the 
has ſhewn me. She has certainly had 
great reafon to complain of de S, 
but ſoms time ago they were reconciled, 


and have fince lived upon good terms: 
it was therefore the love of juſtice and 


regard to me, that induced her again 
to break off with this lady, on whoſe 
inſolence ſhe expatiated with the moſt 
pointed ſatire. You know the has ſpent 
ber whole life at court; the affure&me 
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this was an elſay made If ſome of my 
enemies, and that if I yielded i in this i in- 


— 


ſtance, they would take every opportu- . 
nity « of. making me ſwallow the humi- 


liting pill. The Counteſs K. ſhe - 


told me had ſuffered material] y from not | 
following her advice in ſimilar circum- 
N eumſtances. | This lady on her firſt 
coming. to court neglected to ſupport 
ber rights, and by, her indifference 5 
feemed to. authoriſe. every one to debaſe 
her: ſhe was then young, and under the 
influence of a tender paſſion, which 
prevented ber exerting a laudable ambi- 
tion. When reaſon. reſumed its power, 
| the felt the i injury ſhe had dope herſelf, 
and would have repaired it, biit it was 
now too late : the habits were of toq 
long. danding, and ſhe took it ſo much 
to heart that ſhe poiſoned herſelf. 1 am 
very far from acquieſcingin theDucheſ:'s 
ſentiments, who declares ſhe would do 
the ſame, as death is preferable to diſ 
Srace : the unfortunate Counteſs might 
"Mis | 0s have. 


have found; a espace ü in retirement; and 
to that 1. will Ay, if I. do not obtait 
juſtice. The moſt rightful deſert wor: 
to me be preferable to ignominy. * 
When I got home Ifound hae the 4 
Lord Maſtrilli, whom I had ſeen only 
in public ſince his return to * urin. £3 
had fancied his looks betrayed the con- 1 | 
tinuance of a regard that wounds my if 4 
pride, and this I deemed a ſufficient” 4 
reaſon for net admitting:his viſits. The 
Count differed from me i in opinion, and 
| begged I would make no diſtinction- 
between bim and the other foreigners 
who frequent our houſes. Perhaps I 
formed an . erroneous idea of his ſenti- 
ments, and the Count might be right to 
act in this manner; however that may 
be, it is certain. he had choſen an un- 
favourable moment for his firſt viſit ; he 
felt my ill humour, and was riſing with 
evident diſpleaſure to take his lcave, 
when the Count entered, and inſormed 
him of what had given riſe to the alte- 
r ration 
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ocean appe: 
I formed a thoufand reſolutions, which 


0 P y 
uk on "of Artie b. ende 


+ Hs 1. 1 : 
foe I was going 
46 inquire the" fects Fg his negotia- 
tion ie, but: he prevented "me 'by e 

ot Had one moment' to dedi- 


cate to that bufineſs, and that, indeed, 
5 he believed it would be unavailing. This, 

in fact, was telling me he had tried 

them ineffectually. He attributed it to 


the Baroneſs de R***'s averſion for my 
fiſter, and her connection with La S**#, 


I plainly faw I muſt no longer flatter 


myſelf,” and then T confeſs to you the 


ed, indeed, tempefluous. 


mutually deſtroyed one another; and 


to complete my diſtreſs, T had that day 


a Seat dinner and an aſſembly. The 


üt tot eircumſpection Was Tequiſite to 


conceal all appearance of dejection, as 


that would have increaſed the triumph 
of my rival. I therefore ſurmounted 


my diſquietude, and did the honours of 
my feaft with the greateſt cheerfulneſs 


and compbſure.” The whole court was 


3 * 


„ 


preſent, but T had the mortifleation to 


find none but falſe friends, whoſe per- 
fidious condelements only aggravated 
my pain. The triumph of. D&' 8 
ſeemed: to be that, of all the women, and 
I was fo thoroughly mortified; that I 
was upon the point of betraying myſelf, 
when the ſeene ſuddenly changed. The 
Baroneſs de Rπν· was announced. How- 
was F to account for this unexpected 
viſit > Did ſhe come to inſult me, what- 
conduct. ſhould obſerve in this eritieal 
juncture? I was not. long in ſuſpenſe; 
the adva need towards me with-a frank 
neſs in her manner, and embracing me 
ſaid, the King had decided in my fas 
vour. Conceive, if poſſible, the effect 
ef an impromptu ſo entirely unloòtef 
r. Every body congratulated me with 
— in. their hearts: they afterwards - 
endeavoured to leflen the glory of my 
triumph; nay, ſome of the ladies were 
o abſurd as to infinuate tlie King Hud 
enn this favour: from: the eſtoem he 
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>f ef ed ſor my ſiſter: I Was ng | 


eve ted me; and. while the 
merit of my fiſter, declared 
his Majeſty lad: not thought of con- 
i: | ferring a favour, but of performing an 
1 | act of juſtice. Shall. I:'own: to:you, my 
car mother; at that inflant my, pains 
dboere ſo woll compenſated hy my victory, 
what I. would not have ranſomed them 
| with the glöry I had juſt acquired. Self. 
| love, no doubt, has a ſhare in the ſatis» » 
= 1 faction 1 experience; will 570 impute 
Jie me as a erime? When regulated 
by reaſon ſelf⸗ love is commendable; 
this maxim you have taught me; nay, 
it is ſometimes a virtue, and, I truſt, is 
ſuch in my caſe. For the reſt; my con- 
ſcienoe obliges me to acknowledge the 
kindneſs of. the Baroneſs de Rx. We 
thought unjuſtly that. ſhe hated my 
ſiſter: ſhe ſpeaks of her with the higheſt 
encemiums, and ingenuoufly owns ſhe 
ly: bee the. object of her 


admira- pi 


88 c 


| FY IS % +. 


„ CW 1 
admiration; I never had any particul 
intimacy with her before, but. gratitude 
obliged me to pay. ber a-viſit the ne 
day, and indeed 1 am ſatisfied, with 
her ſentiments. "Fer: heart I believe 
excellent; and her faults, which per- 
haps merit only to be called indiſcre- 
tions, ariſe. merely ſrom weakneſs: you 
are acquainted with the, manners of this 
country, ſhe is in great favour at court, 
which is ſufficient. to make people caſt 
a ſtigma on a rede the Saen 


n it muſt be allowed. the ji 
extremely giddy. This, 1 grant you, is -- 
a fault; but you will own ſhe does not 
deſerve the contempt. we have enter- 
tained for her; mould ity her, oh 
nothing more. 11:30 209d; 
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| 0 2 4. Made a. 
ood, 197 Counteſs | — 5 | A1 
| | ALAS! n Pe poor child, 150 ROY 
| fully ingenious 'are the paſſions ! 


hes artfully has pride thrown: a veil 
over your actions, while it tranſgreſſed 
1 the moſt eſſential requiſites of Chriſti- 
1 anity. Jou have even deceived your - 
eelf into the conviction that you were 
| ' falMling a duty. Open your eyes, my 
| daughter, and tremble at the contem- 
plation of your diſpoſitions. How much: 
do they terrify and alarm me, and how. 
cifferent are they from ſuch as become 
the diſciples of a meek and lowly Re- 
deemer ! Examine the faults you have 
been guilty of with an impartial eye. 
Hatred towards her who diſputed with. 
you an empty prerogative; batred toward: 
thoſe who rejoiced in her triumph; a 
de joy when that triumph was your 
vo | | OP own; 


* # 
FA 


Coy | 
own; deſperate refolutions if you had 
been vanquiſhed; connections with 
defpicable women; an apology for her 

_ whoſe behaviour to your fiſter ſhould 
have inſpired you with the moſt ſove- 
reign contempt. Granting, for a mo- 

ment, what is impoffible, that all theſe 
emotions were innocent in the ſight of 

God, yet what have you not to dread 
for the happineſs of your future liſe! * 

+ Know the Count well; bis extreme good 
- temper : and forbearance wilt make him, 
for a time, yield to the vagaries of your 
pride; but I may venture to predict; 
you will in the end eradicate ſrom his 
breaſt every particle of eſteem for you. 

His good ſenſe will lead him to form 
compariſons between you | and your 
faſter, which cannot but end to your 
diſadvantage. But, you will ſay, mult 

I be wholly indifferent to my privileges, 
and ſuffer. them to be uſurped, without 
complaining ?, ? No, my dear child, we 
mould deplore the necefliity w we are Under | 
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of itiog: about ſuch inf . 
things. I do not ſo mich diſapprove 
ol what you have done, as of the temper. 
of mind that. actuated you to it. 10 


convince your of the criminality; the ab- 


ſurdity, and. the puerility of your con- 
duct, I will relate to you in what man- 
ner your ſiſter behaved i in a ſimilar ſitu- ö 
ation, It. happened while vou was in 
the con vent; and I have reaſon to ſup- 
poſe her modeſty induced her to conceal 
from you this circumſtance of her life, 
wich all red 7 forms: one, of its cht 5 

Ahe ile hs v. a - ac- 2 


knowledged to be exceſſively haughty. 


and vindictive, thought proper to diſpute. 
a function appertaining to your ſiſter's 
poſt; Inſtantly all the ladies of the 
bedchamber were in arms, and inceſ- : 
ſantly repeated. to her, that as this 
intereſted them all, it behoved her to * 
name it the King. The poor Mar- 
Mere, dot conceiving that her repu- 

| | tation 


& * 


EF y 


| © ins and: honour. could be congeiined - 


in ſuch trifles, refuſed at firſt tortake 
any notice of them J till. the Marquis 
aſſuring her ſhe ought to comply with 
what they required of her, ſhe reſolved 
to obey; but thought it her duty pre- 
viouſly to take every precaution in ſuch 
a caſe that charity demanded. She 
began by waiting upon the Counteſs de 
V#*#** and accoſting her with the ut- 
moſt affability, aſſured her, that were 
ſhe required to yield to her in every 
Private inſtanee, or where the privileges 
ol her employment were not attainted, 
ſhe ſhould conſider it as both a pleaſure 
and a duty, ſo great was her reſpect“ 
for her character, and conſideration: for- 
her perſon, She begged her permiſſion 
to ſubmit the matter in queſlion to the? 
King, adding, that ſhe ſhould hear it 
decided againſt herſelf with infinite fas” 
tisfaction, as ſhe was really aſhamed of 
diſputing any thing with“ one whoſe” 
| merit 10 far exceeded her o--n. The 
Counteſs, 


1 90 5 ; 
| Connteſs, ache. ed with her moderatiort 
and humility, - embraced her, and, in the 
rſt tranſports of admiration and grati- 
tude, would bave terminated the affair 
to her advantage, out of regard to her 
amiable deportment. Jour ſiſter thanked 
her very politely, but would not abuſe 
her generoſity. She then went to the 
King, entreated his pardon for being 
neceſſitated to importune him about a 
trifle, related the ſubject in diſpute, in 
ſew words, and fabmitted implicitly to 


0 his deciſion. At the firſt mention of 


it, the ladies of the higheſt rank had 
offered to employ their credit in her 
favour, and even the Queen hinted, that 

| the was diſpoſed to ſerve her: but the 
Marchioneſs abſolutely reſuſed all ind 
terceſſion, alledging, that if her pre- 
tenſions were juſt, ſhe relied upon his 
Majeſty's equity, and if they were not, 
ſne ſhould be extremely ſorry to injure 
the Counteſs. This important affair was 


diſcuſſed with As: much 5 earneſtneſs 28 ES: 


6. > 1 * a 1 
a. 4 \ A 3 
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il it bad inſole the ſate of Enropd 
a0 n ſiſter could not forhear 1 


ad ed The dare at length ſpobe! 
and the Counteſs's pretenſions were de- 
clared to be unjuſt. She murmured, 
but it was againſt the maſter; at the 
ſame time proclaiming, in all compa+ 


nies, that ſhe was conſoled for the in- 


juſtice done her, as it turned to the ad- 
vantage of a lady whom ſhe ſhould 
reſpect and honour for the remainder of 
her life. She paid her a viſit the ſame 
day, and readily joined her emen 
_ to thoſe of the whole court. 
Four fiſter was adored at that court, 
my child: every one ſought to exalt 
her, becauſe ſhe did not exalt herſelf; 
becauſe they knew / ſhe had no abſurd 
and miſplaced ambition. True virtue 
dictated the conduct ſhe there obſerved; 
and much policy and great abilities itt 
a-prond; imperious woman, might have 
e the ſame effect. In the quartet 
_ I have 


( 92 5 
L have alluded to your ſiſter could 907 


have been overcome, her indifference 


reſpecting the deciſion prevented her 


being humbled. She would ſtill have 


dome off with credit; and had ſhe had 
as. many enemies as ſhe had few, they 


could not have rejoiced at an event that 


gave her no mortification. This is what 
the moſt politic ambition would have 
effected, but which. never entered the 


mind of our dear Marchioneſs, Who was 
only guided by a love of equity. What 
would I not give to know you poſſeſſed 


of ſuch a temper of mind? But to attain 


it, how muſt you bring your paſſions 


into ſubjection! I again repeat, the bril - 
liant phantom of greatneſs dazzles your 


eyes; you purſue a vain and fleeting 


ſhadow, and what will be the reſult 
of all your cares and labours? a rail 


and empty ſatisfaction that the leaſt 
wind will diſperſe. Ai; around you 
will think themſelves intereſted i in your 


abaſement; and this is not the only 
1 | . bitter 


„„ 
bitter pill you will be obliged to ſwal - 


low. I can tell you of one that will be 


hard of digeſtion.” The Marquis, Who 
is better acquainted than any body witli 
the etiquette of your court, the Marquis; 
I day, is perſuaded your antagonift had 
a right to the precedence, and that you. 
are indebted to favour'only for a triumph 
that i is not your due. He cannot pense 
trate the Baroneſs: de R*® *?g motives 
for enliſting in your ſervice, but main- 
tains, that there is ſome underhand 
dealings in this affair which you Will 
quickly diſcover, and which will oblige 

you to recant. Shall I confeſs to you, 
my deareſt child? ſhall moſt fincerely - 
rejoice at it. 1 miſtruſt the efforts of 
your reaſon to vanquiſh your pride, and 


am reduced to wiſh ſome glaxing re- 


verſe may force you to acknowledge this 
ſcripture truth: The Lord reliſteth the 
proud, and taketh pleaſure in con- 
< founding them.“ Yes; my beloved 


daughter, there is i no compariſon be- : 
„ 7A x | 


tween 


+ +> 
* e 
4 — *. N 
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tween the trouble ariſing from/advervity, 
from contempt, or injuſtice, and the 
odious effects of pride. Rather would 
L ſee vou held in the utmoſt contempt, 

d the Lord preſerved you from 


and finfulneft "7 your 
s is a ſevere leflon, and 
| Iawould not have ventured it, had I not 
known it to be abſolutely n ceflary.” It 
is my duty to probe the deep wounds 
vo pride has made; to jndulge it 
would be deceiving you, and by the 
ſharpneſs of the remedy 1 adminiſter 


h you may eſtimate you! own ney 
amd of eher. n ee 
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The cu s "Auf to ; Madame. 4s 
"Monrzina, nfo: ext and 


" My Dear Mother, 75 — 


Voun prayers are heard, and 3 
exactly i in the fituation you w iſhed \ 
for in your laſt letter; that is, I am the 
moſt humbled of human beings. Were 
I capable of deceiving you, I ſhould ſay 
I. was humble from the voluntary ac- 
ceptance of the mortification I expe- 
rience; but, alas! I am very far from 
this happy diſpoſition. Till now I never 
was acquainted, with my heart, and 1 
muſt conſeſs, when I read your letter, 
Icould not help thinking you prejudiced 
againſt me. Forgive this acknowledg- 
ment. Les, my deareſt mother, Ithougt 
you unjuſt, and, in the,impulſe c of paſſion, 
I, accuſed. my, Glter as the cauſe: even 
now, while I am Lo ag of the 1 — 


we of my pride, ad, ede a 
Satte 


* 1 
929 «i I 


. 
D = 7 — ok - 
„ Gs 7 — 25" 


myſelf with —_— 2 mae 3 


and — Pewiden 


4 36 8 
icating it, I dare not flatter 


ed awhile 10. xeart is 


| to the means requiſite _ extermina- 
tion, that I cannot promiſe myſelf to 


employ them. For theſe two days /I 
have "made ſome efforts to ſubmit with 
reſigtation to my preſent” humiliation, 
but they are ineffectual; and when I. 


1 fatter myſel with having ſown the'ſceds = 
of patience and ſubmiſſion i in my br 
1 find, with horror, that nothing but 

4 deſpair and ra age ebobr: there,” and 
forment me the more cruclly as they are 
impotent ard unavalling- n 
x "The Matquis was not miſtaken in hi: 
| opimon of the a 


| lt, 


Mai Tre Marchioneſs 
de 8 had A right 


8 a deßgn 


concerts; een derbe ber bd 
. Marctionefs. "Flite two! wome 


knowing 
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 Enoping my foible, formed A has : 
gether to make me undergo a thou- 
ſanc tifications, and to create me 
10 iS uneafineſs as ſhould at length 
oblige - me to leave the court. Of this 
ie Count has. juſt convinced mes. 1 
bluſh at being ſo unworthy of ſuch a 
huſband. With what mildneſs and diſ- 
eretion did he ſtrive to point out the 
conſequences of my hauteur! and, aſter 
all, on what is it founded? I am now 
ſo abſurd, ſo ſrivolous and ſo little in 
my own eyes, that I cannot view myſelf 
we.ithout being ready to expire with 

ſhame. Let, would you believe it, my 
dear mother, this knowledge of my own 
inſufficiency, ſo far, from ſabduing my 
pride, ſeems to increaſe it: I uſe every 
endeavour to divert my mind from this 
© humiliating contemplation of myſelt, 

and to appear beſore others with a more 
ſerene aſpect than I wear in private, ag 
if the good opinion and reſpect of the 


World could give me . merit Whien 
Vox. II. N " 


Fg 


In reality 1 am — of. Pity my 
aunhappy ſituation, my dear mother, and 
Pray for me, vey did I ſtand in greater 
need of it: I am fo dejected and diſ- 
Sobrsged at the view ef ty o Wenk 
neſs, and the enemy's ſtrength I have 
to overcome, that I merit your com- 
paſſion rather than your indignation. 
Mh! how happy is: my ſiſter! her heart, 
moulded as it were by the hands of rea- 
Jon, is always in concord with her judg- 
ment; whereas, with me, theſe two 
facuſtics of my foul are in a ſtate f 
Perpetual variance that diſtracts me. 
A .s⸗s to the reſt they deeeived me, or 
nearly ſo, when they ſaid the King bad 
decided in my favour: the Baroneſs de 
R & related the affair to him with 
her uſual vivacity, turning my antagoniſt 
into ridicule; upon which the King 
laughed, ſaying, a perſon ſo well de- 
fended as I was could not poſſibly be in 
the wrong; and this is what was impoſed 
on me for a deciſion. To tell 1 what 
3 induced | 


— 


(C9 3 


ind uced the Barone to intereſt herſelf 
for me, is what [ cannot do : certain it 
is ſhe does not like me, for I can diſcern 


under her exceflive civility and kindneſs 


a degree of conftraint, which, ſpite of 


herſelf, demonſtrates her ſecret diſpoft- 


tions. What can ſhe mean by this ſhew 
of affection ? O happy times] when my 


ambition was. limited to.the obtaining 


ſome advanta 


& over my companions ! 


The infignificance of 'the objects I then 


purſued could occaſion me only tranſient 


vexation. Happy thoſe who are unac- 


quainted with a court, and cannot feel 

the thorns which every where overſpread 
the flowery path in which we tread, and 

which, as you juſtly. obſerve; leads only 
to the enjoyment of a ſhadow, a ſmoke 
that - evaporates. at the very inſtant 
WE hope to graſp it. Alas l my judg- 


ment has uttered this exclamation, but 


my heart diſavows it, and ſhudders at 


the bare idea of - exchanging the falſr 


good it purſues for the tranquillity of a 
| . . 
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private Hife. That ſhall, however, -be 
my reſource, if I can obtain it of the 
Count; ſor willingly do I ſay, in the 
words of Cæſar, e It is better to be the 


« firſt in the lowlieſt cottage than the 
. * ſecond 5 in 7 univerſe,” 336 1K 


Madame tu Js bend 7 the je Cmntth. 


_ poem you have great reaſon, my 
daughter, to be aſtoniſhed at your 

; pride, and to aſk yourſelf on what it is 
founded. Of all the paſſions pride is to 
me the moſt incomprehenſible :”- the 
Word is in every body's-mouth, yet who 
can pretend to define it? Inquire its 
Wt fignification ? "they will tell you, it is 


= good opinion we have of ourſelves, 


| and which we are deſirous others alſo 
5 ſhould entertain of us, that we. may 
obtain reſpect and diſtinction i in conſe- 
15 quence. But this ſurely i 18 not ptide, or, 
| 4 12 at beſt, it is the 1 of fools, "I main- 


„„ 5 
fain, that a perſon not abſolutely devoid 
of good ſenſe cannot think ſo highly of 
himſelf. What tlien is it? In thoſe who 
are bleſt with an underſtanding g. it is 
rage and vexation at. finding out their 
own imperfections, and an extreme 
deſire to impoſe on others by concealing 
| their inſufficiency. Such, my child, is 
your ſituation : you are confounded and 
_ HumBled by the conviction of your 
nothingneſs, which you are obliged to 
contemplate, . You ſtrive to divert your 
thoughts from the contempt. you cannot 
help feeling for yourſelf, by forcing the 
eſteem, or rather the politeneſs of others: 
_ You revolt againft thoſe who dare to 
treat you with, the indifference vou 
are ſenſible of deſerving to bring you 
down to your true level, you Joon an 
unpardonable crime. You acknowledge 
the abſurdity and injuſtice of your pre- 
tenſions; B; but, as you truly ſay, your 
underſtanding only i is couvinced, while 
your will diſdains the conviction. With 
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we light of reaſon to tte you = 
your true condition, that of impotence, 
you ſtill continue weak and irreſolute, 
and refuſe to follow the path that would 
conduct you to it. What a ſtate is this, 

my poor deluded: child To be diſeaſed 
is, doubtleſs, an evil; to cheriſh and 
love the e to 'nejodh the falutary 


diſorder, ad auch is your caſe; . 
if poſſible, from this humiliating pro- 
ſpect an important truth. Be aſſured, 
that if your abilities were multiplied a 
hundred fold, or even more, you would 
fil remain in the ſame incapacity: you 
would deplore your condition, and form 
unavailing withes to amend it, but your 
weakneſs would: fill leave you torpid 
and inſufficient. Alas] the ſame may 

be ſaid of every other paſſion as of 
pride: the greateſt effort of reaſon is to 
point out the folly and danger of them, 
but its power extends no farther, . Jes, 


wn child, 928 ut 10 * m_ 
1 


(wy. 
to reſi the other. paſſions that debaſe 
us in the eyes of men, if your conſtitu- 
tion, and certain circumſtances with 
Which you are unacquainted, did not 
preſerve you: you would infallibly be- 


come their prey as you are that of am- 


bition. Our ſuccour muſt come from 
on high, to produce conformity between 
our will and our judgment. Say then 
with David, deareſt child, O Lord, 
< my defire hath been to know any 
« commandments.” God muſt give. us 
both the will and the power, for: with- > 


out him we. can perform no good work. 


Who would not ſuppoſe your wiſh to 
_ abandon the court aroſe from a defire 


of amendment ? I am far from viewing 
it in that light; it is merely the effect 


of a fallen and defperate ambition which 
ſeeks an aſylum. Denis, when driven 


out of Syracuſe, found in his love of 


tyranny a reſource to nouriſh the paſſion 
he had for. governing; and in becoming 


Lo ſchoolmaſior he perpotuated a ſort of 
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4 | £ empire where he Sei to ki 
bk © deſpotic ſway. My poor child's pride, 
ne diſcouraged by the obſtacles it encoun- 
| 115 ters at a court, is flattered by the 1dea 
| of cruſhing ſuck as are too weak. to 
reſiſt. O, my love! bewail the deep 
i wounds it has made in your mind, and 
once again let me entreat you earneſtly 
to implore the Almighty en of | 
fouls to haſten your cure. © - 
The Marquis, who Erin from expe- 
tience the tyrannical empire of that 
paſſion to which you are in bondage, 
moſt ſincerely pities you. His reſigna- 
tion to the decrees of Providence at the 
time of his diſgrace, has drawn down : 
upon him from Heaven ſach powerful 
aid, that he has rooted out the enemy. 
4 D which you are enſlaved. In what a 
naht does he now behold the greateſt 
A part of his liſe, which he miſerably loſt 
in purſuing that phantom called ho- 
nour! Happy thoſe who, like him, be- 
come n of. their error before they. 
135 4b have 
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have &niſhed Mt: courſe, and uſe all | 
N dl to recover their loſt time. | 
Tou envy the happineſs of your ſiſter, 
whoſe heart, you ſay, is moulded by 
reaſon. IL Will own, that from the firſt 
ſhe juſtly eſtimated the intrinſic value 
of thoſe falſe. goods ſought after by the 
ambitious. But do not hence ſuppoſe © 
the was exempted” from thoſe ;painful 
conflicts you: dread to undergo. How: 
many occaſions: of ſacrifice has the ſen- 
ſibility: of her heart brought upon her? 
Witneſs the mild patience-with. which 
ſhe ſupported her huſband's infidelity, 
her ſubmiſſion to the will of Heaven 
when ſhe was near loſing her only two 
ſarviving children, when her reputation 
was traduced; you cannot ſurely doubt 
but that her afflictions have equalled, 
nay, have ſurpaſſed your's. Even now, 
each day convinces her unclouded feli 
city is not to be found in this land of 
; "=_ this valley of tears. The precarious 
health of her feat ER ſon 8 | 


Fi (166) 
beer in perpetual anxiety, and calls upon 
_ | _ her inceſſantly to renew her obedience 
cdi] the decrees of the Almighty. Fare- 
| well, my dear child; my heart is over- 
E— - whelmed with ſadneſs and melancholy 
FF forebodings for this dear infant. We 
ſhall loſe him ; but whatever grief his 
death might. occaſion me, it could not 
© equal that I feel for yon at this mo- 
ment, and. wh ich cannot be alleviated 
til I know you are fully determined to 
uſe your utmoſt efforts to become meck 
and humble. I implore continually this 
dlefling for you of the Lord with all the 
-feryency in my power; but you muſt 
implore it alſo, for he who created you 
without your aſſiſtance, will not ſave 
you without your own efforts. 
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tes in 1 to Maden, a. 
- Mpnzen. 


"Mya: dear „ Moths, FED 


MV ſenſibility is not fo entirely. en- 
groſſed by the conſideration of | 
: my own ſufferings, but that ſafficient_ 0 
remains to make me tremblingly. alive 

to your fears for my nephew 8 health. —  ,*- 

My affection for this child requires no 1 


$ :2 : 
. e 


augmentation from what I entertain Fe 
for his mother and the Marquis, and 1 | 0 
entreat you will give me ſome detail of 145 
| what, raiſes your alarm for his life. F 1 


— — 
n 7 AC 1 
. —— MEN 

r 


— — f 


ſoothe my mind with the hope that your 
love has made you exaggerate his dil 
| poſition; for heaven's 8 fake. relieve. IF : 
ſuſpenſe on this head; _ 

* mentioned my 1 LBC my dear 
mother. they have now attained to ſuch 
a 2 that I can no longer ſupport 
them 11 am become the fable of the 
| 79 FP G- - Whole 
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whole court, . as yet knowing 
on what account. I plainly ſee there is 
ſome ſocret on foot, in which Fam deeply 

intereſted- Whenever I enter an aſ- 
ſembly, the converſation is ſuddenly 


changed; all eyes are fixed upon me, 
-whiſpers are circulated from ear to can 


and malignant ſmiles ſit on every coun- 5 


tenance. Had not the ſmall- pox altered 
my features, I ſhould apprehend, not · 


withſtanding the- known diſcretion of 


the King, that they interpreted the pecu- 


ar kindneſs he has ſhewn me for ſome 


time paſt,” to my diſadvantage. Is it 
| jealouſy that thus ulcerates all hearts 


againſt me? I am tempted to think ſo, 
for fince the ſatal ſcene in which my pride 


exhibited ſo ridiculous a part, I have 
kept a continual guard over myſelf to 


conceal my haughtineſs. I have not 


135 ventured to mention this new ſpecies of 


torment to the Count, for ſear of making 
him uneaſy, and leſt he ſhould treat as 
an idle _ what W me ſo ſtrongly. 

With 5 


0 169 7 
With my whole heart I comply with 


—y— emen, and repeat a thouſand 
times a day the prayer you ditatedi; 


ae feel it has not been. granted 


my pride ſeems to acquire freſh vigour 


from the conflicts it ſuſtains. I am in- 


terrupted. A lady with whom Fam ſcarce 
acquainted, and whom I eſteem leſs, 
deſires to have a private conference with 
me upon an affair whicli, ſhe ſays, is 


of the utmoſt importance. She is one 
of thoſe devotees: for whom one muſt 


poſſeſs a ſund of charity, or think their 
piety all grimace: my heart beats vio- 
lently; I have always hated theſe fort of 
People, and cannot imagine any had, 
can come through their channel. 
How ſhall J paint to you the: rage, 
; Ae and juſt deſire of vengeance that 
torments my ſoul? The direful ſecret 
I before mentioned is at length diſcloſed: 
Would to God that death had cloſed 


my eyes before I had received from the 
mouth of the fury who has juſt left me 


EM FFF - 
5 7 * 75 
9 — os NE 2 2 * - o 
n. redone 7 "IF; 


ESE EI TT cs 
.... . ˙Ä—oà;x . ͥ. ̃ . WEE. 
UAE Ws" 2 - 8 
—— 
— 


4 27 — 
2 7 < 
= - — — 2 75 > 


— 2 - = . <> 25 8 5 
— : 3 — - 8 — * 
3 4 — — — a C £ - 3 2 2 3 — 
— — 5 X Fa 38 . . = TL, ＋R·ã¼—ůu3g. Re 5 r * — 
* . * 2 -< 6: as ay. SY OC ASPIRE 


A Mn 
, . 2 7. 


8 
2 A Coins en 
1 > 1 


py * = 


4 « 
1 £ 
2 ͤ oy on ng 
ig — OD ERS 


Ee DO —ů— IE 
* — — 


"ors =. 


l 3s 4 N Lebe * 1 4 72 DE, ion 8 oy my cee * * „ 1. 

50 THe N N n Py ) 
— F Z 88 ns FREE? : 8 0 E ä 8 £ ; . > 

. F 5 ö * r — 2 * CY r 4 

ne” — 88 * 2 —— — — — * OR 9 8 K 7 4 2 
L e — r CE 2 — . 72 8 : 1 2 : . : 
— . * — - * —— — —— — os — — — — * . . - 0 * 
7 by n 2 —— 5 8 e — 2 2 r ” . 8 One Cy. 2 a ö 5 8 8 
2 3 7 * > 0 2 Lare 4 4 . — 10 * 


* bo — - 


Ano _ — a 
22 bh 7 


wot 2 
2 228 


2 
2 


I, 
K ˙ . 2 — + - 
a * 
—— 8 
„„ 
* Om "£7 
RN Od The 


— 


= 1 
- . 8 1 - — ay 


. „ 
ane 


— ox 
_—— — — — — 
— — — — 


pg —_— — y 4 * 
EW * r. 
A 


— —— — . 
„e . 


—— —— 
1 _ A, 
> * 


2 
Un © wy — 

. 
— oy hy * 


2 
3 


- * 8 —— 2 2 2 
e — * T 0 r 
EDO eur . Du: EI en, 27 
a 6 rr err. — 
2 on AP an” 2 a —— — 
. * 


— — 
. —— 
— 
— 
8 . 


0 110 1 
the dreadful dings that diſtract my 


mind! Your unhappy daughter i is now 


ranked among the number of thoſe d 1 
picable women, who, regardleſs of their 


Honour, ſacrifice it to an unboundec 


Fee for dominion. Can I bear to 
dehold the light of day, to appear in 
1 where I am looked upon as infa- 
mous? Can I ſupport the preſence of a 
tuſband on whom is reflected the igno- 
miny Fendure?- Ah! if indiffoluble ties 


did not retain me in a world J abhor, I 


would bury in the moſt obſcure retreat 
even the very remembranee of my 
name: What do I ſay > I ought to live 
to quſtify and revenge myſelf: I cannot 
abandon my defence without betraying : 
the moſt ſaered duties. But againſt 
whom muſt I direct my vengeance? 
againſt the whole univerſel The ca- 


lumny has been eirculated with ſo much 
art, that I cannot poſſibly diſcover its 


original fabricators. What alternative 
den have I but to dic with rage 2 fory. 
4 ES indeed, 


* CC: al 1 


indeed, life would be to me an „inch 


portable torment. , 1 ſhall at leaſt carry 
to the grave the hopes of vengeance. 


My huſband, Maſtrilli.— Unhappy 
wretch ! whither do my headſtrong paſ- 
fions lead me? I wiſh for death, and 


am I fit to appear before my judge 2 


The torments I endure, are they to; be 
compared with thoſe that await me in 
eternity : IJ am for plunging my huſ- 
band in the ſame abyſs my pride has 


dug ſor myſelf; what a return for all 


he has done for me! I fink under the 
dreadful weight that overwhelms me, 


„O Lord, look upon thy miſerable 
4 creature, and let her not be tempted 


= above what ſhe is able to bear, It is. 
lerne & am innocent of the crime laid 


e to my charge, but how many have 1 


'L Sever ende they may be. Humble 
W #6 me 


o 
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committed which are known only to 
* thee, and for which I merit the con- 
« tempt of the whole world! It is 
enough; I ſubmit to thy 0 how- 


r 3 
1 


r 


. 


* 
N 


2 


— ⁵——— Ee 
2 — 2 cx ox 2 5 


— re > cn 
IR 8 


Ie Wen. 
Hf >, 2 of 4 


3 
N 


* 


TS: 
3 
of E _ 


— — 
wa 3 — 
3 — -* 

* 


"34 © = x. 8 . IR 
c 


= 3 — . 
— ——— — 
r 


—— 


— — — 


— —— — L. — — 
9 — 
—_ 
_ 


— 


R —— 
= 


(+ BY . Fr. 52 
— m 
ä — 


TO ISS rr —— —— 
—— — — —— 
* nt. a = 8 — 
— — — 
Rn 

— 


i 99 — + 4 
90 4 ' 
15 & 4 


TRL <7 * m_ 
„ F ps ns 


— a 
1 * 8 N ” * * 


OR NY tg 16,6 p81, 


y 2 Le = 1 
—— e 


Tf - 
— oa _ = 
Py r 

wo. r r FEI 

Y — — # — 
c 

— — 2 

— — ESI we ESO a 


— . ¼ͤ— nd. cet C3. eopmart-uliiogs 
N 5 -—— A Aha Rab. Fa — 


— — 
. 
* 


1 — 
5 r ——— — 


— * 4 ” * 8 . g 
3 * ee r vs de * 


Sw. 
— 
—— 
— — 
— 
> Jus 


2 Fen 
+ * 


pw y 
_—_— 


3 
> 


TT 
1118 
_ 1. - 
be its 

_—_— 7. 
. <0 
- 

7 

. 1 
_ 
R 178 
th 

„ 

.* 
N 

N 
1:88 
© "dF 1 

A 1 N $5 
_ 
4 1 
£ + 89 
_—_ 
1 
v 4 q 4 

L 1 — 
3 
_—: 

—_ 

. 

. 

1 

1 

. 

1 

Wet 

4 £ 
; i7 : 

_ 

_.- 1 4 

o K 1 YL 
_— 
354 o 
F @ 
4 bs 
% <7 
E JI WA 
1% 'B 
o * 12 
7 e 
1 

7 
1 

FB 

wn + 
4 1 
44 
8 
* 5 
„ 
' -T 

_ 


bee} 


2 7 8 - 
— 


if 
5 


14 
vt 
. | 
N * 
41 
1 ith 
4 it 
* ' 1 
i 
4 . % 
_ 
4 13 "7 
# 
24%F 
4 180 
1 
„ 
+ af * 
1 
3 
1 - 
J 
0 
_— 
-F: 
7 4 - 


* rn 2 
[ 


— nee) — 
— — 


— ot 
—— 

7 
r 


ä 
— — 
a 
4 _— 

” 
* 


— a. 


| foul to the tranſports of fury that rent 
it before !' No ſooner” did 1 bow my 
neck to the yoke that is impoſed on 
me than the Almighty' s merey dimi- 
niſhed its weight. To you Lam in- 
debted for this bleſſing, my dear mo- 


0,008 7 
* me yet more, if thou ſeeſt fit, and 
«ygouchſafe to accept my ſubmiſſion to 


ee thy walls a8 me atonement Tor my 


cc faults. 3P> £3 1 5115 ; V(i} 
What a calm has Wecssded'f in my 


ther; your fervent prayers have obtained 


15 me from the Lord the only remedy 


o heal my wounds: T wilt do all in 
ka power to ſecond his deſigns; and 1 
promiſe faithfully to abide implicitly by: 
Tx advice in this ſhocking perplexity. 

I have diſcovered the motive of the, Y 
Baroneſs de BY] s attentions to me, | 


9% of the intereſt ſhe took in my quar- 


* This horrid woman is conſumed © 
ith a paſſion for Maſtrilli, and tries 


every poſſible means to inſpire him with- 


the like ſentiments for her. Lou may 


5 remember this nobleman paid me a viſit 


At 


at the time I was ſo much chagrined at 
the pretended affront that had been of= 


fered me, and that in conſequence T 
gave bim a very cool reception. Having 


learned the cauſe of my ill humour, 
and being little acquainted with the ce- 
remonial of our court, he hefitated not 
to ſuppoſe , 


affair to the King. This vile greature 


never doubting but chat his requeſt pro- 


ceeded from a remains of his former re- 


gard for me, as his addrefſes had been 
publicly known, imagined it would be 


a good opportunity of obliging her be- 


loved, and ruining her whom ſhe. re- | 
garded as a rival. She contrived the 
affair as 1 related in my laſt, and, as J. 


told you, made uſe of ſome words that 


* * * - 


I had gained t. the fatal triumph that = 


to e coſt me Io dear. From that moment 
2 2 


ny. complaints were well 
founded, and immediately repaired to 
the Baroneſs, entreating her to ſeize 
ſome favourable moment of ſtating the 
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the ſecretly . ſeveral people that 
the could not refuſe me her intereſt at 


Maſtrilli's requeſt, as he had owned. to 


ber confidentially, that my fayours were 


to repay the ſervice he ſhould, render me 


on this occaſion! Thus does this wicked 


creature hope to impoſe on the public; 


for it does not appear likely, if ſhe loves 


this Neapolitan, ſhe ſhould endeavour 


to place him on good terms with ance 


ther. 
Such is the ane 1 ."% tas 


formed : againſt me, and which has but 


too well ſucceeded. The whole city of 


p Turin thinks me criminal, and the Count 
and Maſtrilli are perhaps the. only two 


who are ignorant of the flander. The 


lady who. brought me this fatal news 


ſeemed to give it- implicit credit, and. 
read me ſo many lectures on the fidelity. 


a wife owes to her huſband, that I was 


on the point of beating ner, when ſhe 
roſe to take her leave. I ſend this letter 


by an-expreſs, which 11 hope will return 
| with. | 


N Fr 


cm) 


with your anſwer. You ſee there, is not 
a moment to loſe; I ſhould be in the 
greateſt terrors for the Count, were theſe 
dreadful reports to come to his know. 
1 i 


- 


From the fan's fo the fon 


"1 Gs Mother, . 


1 AMunder the neceſſity af anticipating 
the return of my courier, and diſ- 


patching a ſecond, to inform you of all 


that has happened ſince the departure 
of my letter. Could I flatter myſelf you 


would remain ignorant of my follies, 
certaiuly would not give you an account . 
of them; it is only their publicity deter- 
mines me to forerun the voice of ſame, 


which will ſpread even to the diſtance 
of your*abode, the news of an extrava- 


gance which can hardly be juſtified by 
tte CO ſucceſs that has attended it. 
1 cannot 
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F cannaf 67 1 approye it; no, my dear 
mother, it is contrary, to the ſpirit of 
chriſtianitg, and on that account Fought 
to condemn it. But it is not on that 
ſcore alone 1 ſhall be ſubject to public: 
_ cenſure ; prejudice. will, lead them to 
diſapprove an action they would ap- 
plaud, could they forget my ſex; but I 
| keep you too long in ſuſpenſe; 1 ſeek 
to protract the recital of an adyenture 8 
which muſt diſpleaſe you „ but! implore 
your indulgence. 

In ͤ my laſt I told vou the Count and 
[Sawor Maſtrilli were probably the only 
people unacquainted with the horrid-ca- 
lumnies that blackened my reputation. 


I was; miſtaken; the fear of having 


bounds ſet to bis reſentment engaged 
MNlaſtrilli to diſfemble till he ſhould find 
out the object who, deſerved it. He uſed 
every precaution, to prevent the ſcandal 
from reaching the Count's ears, but 
without, effect: he, on his part, from 
_ the like motive, pretended 4 1gnorance of. 
„ ; this 


. ͤ eee aaa 


( 17 ) 


this iniquitous myſtery, and ſecretly. ſet 


on foot the moſt diligent inquiries to - 


arrive at the ſource of theſe infamous 
tales. They both were certain that la 
Ru was the original author of them, 
but her ſex ſheltered her from their ven- 
geance, and the favour of thoſe who 
protect her would doubtleſs have 
enabled her to eſcape the puniſhment 
enacted by the laws againſt calumnia- 


tors. Beſides, though they were ſure 


of her crime, their proofs were not of a 
nature to be admitted i in a court of Lon 
e 
While U were bufied/i in theſe i im- 
portant obſervations, a lucky chance ex- 
tricated them from their perplexity. 
Yeſterday morning they diſcovered, 
through divers. channels too tedious to 
relate, that la R*** had employed the 
Signor M- 


This Genoeſe, who diſgraces à very 
Hobby birth: * . morals, is en- 


$377 q ů 1 Es tirely 


ich ; | 


as her emiſſary, to cir» 
culate the aſperfions upon my honour. 
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2 tirely devoted to the tba . 
trom whom he has received ſome eſſen- 
tial ſtrvices:: it is even ſaid he ſtoops to 

adt the lover in the intervals of her infa- 
mous intrigues, which howiever ſucceed 
ane another pretty rapidly ; added to all 

this, as they are natives of the ſame 
country, and have been connected from 
infancy, they mutually aid and abet each 
other in the ſhameful practices they 
carry on; for doubtleſs you have not to 
learn that la R. firſt ſaw the light in 
that country, Where they ſay is a ſea 
without fiſh, women without chaſtity, 
and men without faith, However, 
letting alone their intrigues, it is certain 
this wretch imparted. the ſtory invented 
upon me to about a dozen of his friends, 
under the ſeal of ſecrecy, which precau- 
tion could not fail to make them more 
_ eager to divulge it. Much about the 
fame time the Count and Maſtrilli diſ. 
covered the incendiary; and what is 
E nd FO without communi. 


att 144 | | cating 


0 00} 
_ cating their intention to each other, as 
vou may ſuppoſe, wrote to this villain 
to meet them at the back of the Valen- 
tine, between the hours of eleven and 
twelve. Had they merely wiſhed to 
chaſtiſe him, they would not have ho- 
noured him fo far as to meaſure ſwords 
with him, their valets could have treated 
him as ſuch ſort of people doſerve; but 
they ſought my juſtification, and this 
demanded a different procedure. It was 
very evident their challenges were not 
preconcerted, ſor two men who could 
be baſe enongh to attack one, would 
not give him previous notice of their de- 
ſign. Such, however, was the fine pre- 
tence the coward lg to avoid 
fighting: the Baroneſs, at his requeſt, -_ 
informed the King of the projected 
duel. This Prince, for ſome years paſt, j 
has ſo poſitively interdicted the practice 
of duelling, | that he was highly in- 9 
. cenſed againſt the Count, and ordered : | lik 
the as of his . to repair to le 


„ . 


retire to the ea which! His: Ma- 
- Jjeſty affigned for his priſon. NMaſtrilli, 
coming up at the moment of his*arreſt, 
was treated with leſs rigour: they only 
- <exaQed his word of honour not to leave 
bis own houſe during three days, the 
time in which the King undertook to 
adjuſt the affair. I had notice of all 
theſe events a quarter of an hour after 
the departure of my courier, and it is 
now, my deareſt mother, I have need of 
| the indulgence 1 implored e at the begins 
ning of my letter. 5 
J forgot at that inſtant ee the 
ſcriptures. enjoin reſpecting the forgive- 
neſs of injuries: I perſuaded myſelf there 
were ſome peculiar caſes when we might 
be allowed to deviate from eftabliſhed 
rules; and if ſuch there were, I certainly 
came under the exception, matters being 
- i ſuch a crifis as obliged me to go for- 
ward! It became neceſſary either to 


Ja and revenge ourſelves, or to re- 
f | | nounce 


SORTED" OR ay "Re 


( 228, ) 


nounce the eſteem of alli good b 
the Count, ho to the ſtricteſt probiiy 
joins the greateſt reverence for religion, 
had judged the ſame, therefore his 
example authoriſed what I was: about to 
do. It was trud, an abſurd cuſtom for- 
bad women from uſing deciſive means; 
the other ſex contemptuouſly ſuppoſe 
we have not ſufficient courage effectually 
to impoſe filence. on our adverſaries. 
This prejudice ſhould not deceive the 
more enlightened; to be concerned in a 
duel is contrary to religion, this I do not 
in the leaſt mean to queſtion; on that 
account it is an evil we ſhould avoid at 
any price, but it is equally ſinful in a 
man as in. a woman, the ſex does not 
aggravate the crime. Convinced of the 
truth of this reaſoning, I reſolved to take 
Upon myſelf alone the care of my ven- 
geance and juſtification, and my deſpair 
elevated me above the fear of death or its 
conſequences. Having provided myſelf 
with two piſtols, I repaired to the ca- 
Vor. „  - lumniator's 
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lender s houſe at the cloſe of: even- | 
ing. 1 covered my face with my hood 

and addrefling myſelf to bis valet, told 
him in bad French, I was a foreign lady, 
who, charmed with his maſter' s perſon, 
was defirous of having a private inter- 
view with him. The ſervant ſhewed 
me into a bye room, and in about a 
quarter of an hour Signor M — ap- 
peared. My firſt care was to lock the 
door and put the key in my pocket, 
which ſome what ſurpriſed him, notwith- 
| ſtanding the ſuppoſed motive of my vi- 
fit. I then advanced with my piſtol in. 
my hand, and preſenting it to his breaſt, 2 
« youare a dead man,“ ſaid I, © if you | 
© make the leaſt noiſe.” I had thrown 
off my hood as I approached him, and 
the ſight of me, as much as my action, 
petrified the wretch with aſtoniſhment. 
I believe be at firſt thought I ſhould 
take away his liſe without allowing | him 
time to put himſelf on his defence; he 
- judged of my, heart by the baſeneſ of 
; A | his = 


{ - 123 Y 


his own: but I ſoon reaſſured Ut) 
- Forget my ſex,” ſaid I, © and give 
me that fatisfaQion one gentlema , 
cannot refuſe another whom he hass 10 
* injured.” The coward finding by my 5 
language he had no violent proceedings 
to apprehend, would have entered into 
fome explanation on the nature of the 
offence I accuſed him with, and offered 
to give me in writing a proteſt of my 
own dictating, in which he would diſ- 
avow having circulated the reports laid 
to bis charge: I comprehended his 4 Wl 
deſign; he would afterwards have made 1 
it appear, that the fear of expoſing him- ] 
ſelf to a furious woman had drawn from MY 
him the proteſt which conſequently could _ 
be of no value. I was not the dupe of this & 
artifice, and had gone too far to retreat. 
68 No more of your idle diſcourſe,” ſaid 
P; walking up to a table at the further 
end of the room, on which I depoſited 
my piſtols to att myſelf with: a ſword I | W 
had provided'tor that purpoſe, and re- 14 
f G 2 turning e 
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turning towards him ; Gelen your- 
& ſelf,” "cried J, or . will give you 4 
95 wound in the face ; ;” in ſaying which, 


1 put myſelf ! in an attitude to keep my 


word, which allowed him no longer 
time for deliberation. He accordingly 
ſtood upon the defenſive, and I per- 

ceived by his manceuvres he deſigned to 
diſarm me, which he certainly thought 
would be no very difficult taſk. But he 
quickly found his miſtake. You know, 


my dear mother, one of the greateſt 
amuſements of my childhood was to 
practiſe the uſe of arms with my bro- 


thers, and I was at leaſt as ſkilful as my 


adverſary in this rencounter, I may 
venture to add, my courage far ſurpaſſed 
bis; and, in fine, I forced him to recede, 


which he did, ſo unfortunately for him, 
that he fell at the inſtant I wounded his 


5 leſt arm, and dropped his ſword. lt is 
40 * NOW, traitor,” ſaid J, 60 that I will 
« have a recantation, thou ſhalt fign it 


10 « with thy o own blood; if thou heſitateſt 
5 he 


OY 


i ay } 


* one moment thou art dead.” I held 


the ſteel to his. throat as I ſpoke theſe 
words, at which the coward was ſo ter- 
rified, that claſping his hands together, 
he beſought me to ſave his life, promiſ- 
ing me all the ſatisfaction I could re- 


quire. Here,” added he, pointing to 


a ſmall caſket that ſtood on a table, 
“here you will find ample vengeance 
* for yourſelf, and alfo ſufficient juſtifi- 
« cation for the Marquis, your brother- 
© in-law. This caſket contains la de 


64 R#*#**#'s letters; after having reſigned 
„them, you may conceive, Madam, I 
am no. longer fafe in Piedmont, Be 
A generous enough to defer your juſtift- | 
5 cation till to-morrow, and allow me 


c time to fly.“ The wretch would never 


have excited the ſmalleſt emotion of pity 5 


in my breaſt, but his abſconding would, 
I thought, more effectually bear witneſs 


to his crime and that of our enemy, the 
Baroneſs. I therefore granted him his 
life and time to eſcape. He then wrote. 
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What follows: 1 here declare, that at 


5; the 5 inſtigation of the Baroneſs de | 


„R, I calumniated the Marquis of 


E, and drew upon him the indigna- 
** tion. of his ſovereign; and likewiſe to 
& ſatisfy: the batred of this woman for 


all that belongs to the-Marohioneſs; I 
[«flandered the Counteſs her ſiſter, by 


« accuſing her of an intrigue- with the 


Lord Maſtrilli, which has not the leaſt 


c foundation in truth. The letters con- 


_ *:tained in my red velvet caſket. will 
1 teſtimony to what I here aſſert. 1 


** farther acknowledge that the Coun- 


6 teſs has emplayed none but honaur- 
e able means to force me to this confet- 


t fion, and I proclaim her to be the moſt 


courageous as well as moſt virtuous of 
„ women.” This billet is actually writ- 


ten with the villain's blood, who immedi- 
ately put me in poſſeſſion of the caſket. 
As I could not be too cautious with ſuch 
a monſter, I locked him up in a little 
dark cloſet *. din bed fide, for fear he 
8. l | | ſhould 


* — 


( 125 9 | 
ſhould call out of the dew and have 


me arreſted by ſome of his people: and 
as I left the houſe, I defired the porter to 


tell the valet his maſter wanted him. 


As ſoon as I returned home, I ſent two 
of my ſervants to ſtand as centinels near 
the Baron's houſe, with orders to inform 


me of all that paſſed there. I dreaded 


leſt he ſhould confer with de R***, and 


that together they would find means to 
elude the force of the teſtimony I had 


againſt them. 1 was reſolved to go in- 
ſtantly and throw myſelf at the King's 
feet, in caſe. any of de M#***'s people 
approached the houſe of his accomphice. 
I had no occaſion to have reoourſe to 


this, for two hours after one of my ſpics 
brought me word that the calumniator 


had got into a travelling chaiſe, and had 
left the town by the gate du P. | 
Had I followed the impulſe of my 
heart, it would have been to have flown 


to the citadel. My huſband's fituation | 
was dreadful ; "3 nothing T thought could 
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excuſe my be to Alleviate it, 
by telling him the happy denouement of 
the affair: yet after a momenit's reflec- 
tion, it ſeemed incumbent on me to ter- 
minate alone, what alone I had com- 
menced; if unfortunately my conduct 
was condemned, I ſhould be glad he 
Hadi it in his power to diſavow the know- 
ledge of it: it will be evident he could 
not be acquainted with my ſcheme, as I 
had never approached his priſon; but as 
it would have been cruel to let him ſup- 


FEI 4 neglected ſeeing him, I wrote him 


the following note, which 1 ſent unſealed 


to the governor. 
To-morrow at this 1 you ſhall 
© be at liberty; very powerful reaſons 
«deprive me till then of the aro of 


. ſeeing you.“ 


I cannot 5 what it coſt me to 
adhere to the promiſe I had made my in- 


famous traducer. Never did night ap- 
pear ſo long, though I ſpent the whole 
"of it in anticipating my ſatisfaction at 


confronting | 


% 


( "729. Y 
5 confronting la de R. 

8 humanity to unmaſk and expel from ſo+ 
ciety ſo vile a creature. Had I only had 
my own cauſe to revenge, I ſhould have 
been afraid of carrying my reſentment too 
far; but, my dear Madam, my brother- 


in-law's i innocence was concerned; theſe 


wretches had attainted it. 1 found in 


the aſorementioned caſket proofs of the 


darkeſt plots to bring to his Majeſty's 
ears the eonverſations attributed to the 
Marquis; . 4 therefore conſidered it an 
act of Juſtice to confound the impoſtor. 
I did not wait till the hour of public au- 


dienee, but knowing his Majeſty roſe 


early, I Was at the palace by ſeven 
Oclock. 
and grief, my dear mother! The King, 


to evade my importunities ſor the Count's 


liberty, had commanded the door- 


keepers of the apartment to forbid my 
entrance; ; and I could not poſſibly have 


gained admittance, had it not been for 


the help. of one of his chief officers. : L 
| OO G5 | knew 


4 „ 4 + = 


It. is ſerving; © 


What, was. my aſtoniſhment. 
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. knew, thisnobleman to be 2 ſworn enemy 
ta the wretch 1 had forced to fly, and I 
did not doul but that he would zea- 
 dily take part in any thing that, tended 
to his deſtrudion. I therefore ſhewed 
him the note that cleared miy innocence, 
and entreated him to make it known to 
his Majeſty, but I would not explain : 
how and on what occaſion. the unhappy ; 


7 Mu had made me poſſeſſor of ſuch 


an inſtrument of ve ngeance. This 
Lord, as 1 had foreſeen, was delighted 
with the opportunity of ſhewing the 
note to the King, who, on his part, c curt- 
ous to inveſtigate the matter, gave or- 
ders that I ſhould be admitted to his 
preſence. I threw myſelf at his feet, 
and giving him all theBaroneſs of R###%g 
letters, implored juſtice for the ns 
| the had done us. 
Till now, my dear other, I think 1 
had not exceeded the bounds of a juſ- 
tifiable revenge; I had done nothing but 


| wht was my neceſſary to re- eſta- 
bliſh 


— 


5 6 1 ) 
bliſh my own and the Marquis's reputa- 


to the King, I tranſyrefſed the limits T 


had preſcribed to myſelf. I ought to have 


| ſhewn him thoſe only that could have 

| ferved to clear us, and have referved 
fuch as merely expoſed: this woman's 
vile miſconduct: but I was not ſo dif 


creet. Should I not be in ſome fort” an : 


1 accomplice in her enormities, had I neg- 
| lected to unveil her fully, more eſpe- 
cially in the eyes of her ſovereign ? This 
Prince patronizes virtue and good mo- 
rals ; and I am certain had he thought 


her guilty of any thing beſides trifling 
-leyities, he would have expelled her 


from his preſence : it was therefore'my 


duty to tear off the veil, and Purge hover 


court of ſo great a monſter. 

The King is now engaged i in beruf 
the letters, and in the mean time deſired 
I would repair to the Lord Chamber- 


lain's, from whence J now write; and 


where I am waiting in the-utmoſt 1 impa- 


4 = 6G 6 - tience 


tion. In giving the whole of the letters 
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duce on him + ,Ithave! no leſs 46 know 
how far your indulgence will lead you 
to excuſe 185 ene en mou reccive 
this! Dic tan imo! 5001 ul wont 
. For God 8 fake, W dear onbiher} 
weigh well the circumſtances Thave been 
in : L. dare hope and trufl ou: will for- 
give me. The little knowledge you 
have of the great world, and more eſpe- 
cCilally of a court, will make you ſuppoſe 
1 ſhould have abandoned the care of 
my reputation to the Almighty. Such 
a way of proceeding would have been: 
more perfect, I grant you, but ſuch» per- 
| fection is not adapted to the country I 
inhabit: it belongs only to a cloiſter, 
and would diſgrace thoſe Who ſhould 
profeſs it here. Command me to con- 
fine myſelf to ſome obſcure retreat, I 
will obey without a murmur; but if you 
think it my duty to remain where I am, 
ſuffer me me to conform to the cuſtoms 


+ © 8 
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The King has juſt ſent me his cham- 
berlain with an order to retire to my 
own houſe, and not to quit it without 
conſent. Really this behaviour con- 
founds me. I entreated the nobleman 
to tell me with what aſpect” his Majeſty 
gave this command: but he reminded 
me that this Prince is too much maſter | 
of himſelf to be eaſily penetrated!” 
I am happy: the King, who has infi- 

| nite policy, wiſhed to poſſeſs. himſelf, 
and take time to calm the firſt heat of 
paſſion; at leaft I imagine ſo, for he has 
ſent back the chamberlain with an order 
to open the Count's priſon. I fly thi- 
ther, and have only time to ſeal and ſend 
off my letter. 8 

I am obliged to open my letter t to tell 
you a piece of news I have juſt heard. 
The Baroneſs de R***® has abſconded; 
apparently her worthy accomplice has 
found means to inform her of his adven- 
ture. It does not at all ſurpriſe me; 
they ſay rogues- maintain an inviolable 

fidelity towards each other. 
7 5 Madaus: 


* 


INDEED, my poor child, n may V aftlition 
_ was far leſs poignant when your filter 
wrote me word of your danger in the 
ſmall-pox than it is now. 0! could ; 
you ſee to what a condition you. have 
reduced me, you would judge from 
_ thence of the wretg eee en : 
But what do I fay! your pride offers 
you a preſeryative againſt my inſtruc- 
tions; it perſuades you, that having re- 
fided almoſt wholly in a village, I am 
| totally incapable of dictating the conduct 
proper for a court. Do not interpret 
this into a reproach from offended va- 
nity ; even ſuppoſing there was any 
thing humiliating to me in what you 
have written, oy ſelf-love would be in- 
ſenſible to it: your unhappy ſtate ab- 
ſorbs all my ideas, and would. render 
| me 


1H 
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me callous to the moſt unfortunate - 
events beſide. At length then you have 
verified my fad predictions | Your pride; 
which I fo greatly dreaded, has car- 
ried you even beyond my fears; has 
precipitated you into exceſſes at which 
you would ſhudder, could you behold 
. with the eye of diſpaſſionate rea- 
fon. O how diſtant are you, unhappy 
ee from this point of view! A 
fnall remains of inſtinctive prejudice; 
which you will ſoon ſhake off, induces 
you to ſeek an excufe towards me for a 
conduct which in your heart you ap- 
plaud; and of this weakneſs your 
haughty ſoul will ere long be aſnamed. 
Suffer me, my unhappy child, to lay 
before you your whole heart, and pre- 
ſent you with the true ſenſe of your 
letter. This it is; I truſt the peruſal 
will yet inſpire you with horror. 
There are certain Prej judices proper 
«for the vulgar, by which you, my 
2 "_=_ mother, are cuflayed, but which 
| 1 | — wo- 
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4 a woman like me ſhould pile FO 
. * monks: and people of a low extraction: 


& leave the practice of the goſpel; its 
« rules and precepts can only be ad- 
&« | hered to by that elaſs of mank ind: 

God never intended beings of a higher 


rank f ſhould be ſubject to them. Mo- 
4  deration, humility, and forgiveneſs of 
4 injuries, are virtues | belonging to a 


W 


6 cloiſter, but which I renounce. It i is ; 


ce true; the Almighty forbids 'us to re- 
0 venge ourſelves; ; this precept is gene 
ral, and not confined to particular 


«. conditions and ranks; but 1 find this. 
ce law unjuſt, and I abſolutely reſuſe to 
“ obey it. I chooſe rather to offend 
« and diſobey him, to hazard my eternal 


-6 falyation, than to give up my reſent- 
ment. I place my Maker in one 


« ſcale, and the pleaſures of revenge in 


« the other; this gratification ; is more 
64 weighty than that of ſerving. God, . 
7 and therefore claims the preference.“ 


Think not 1 haye oyerſtrained my pa- 


5 We raphraſe; 5 


4 


* 0 


| ( 237 y 
raphraſe ; 3 1 have added nothing to the 


fenſe of your letter, but rather enfeebled 


it by the horror I felt on reading it. 


_Mechanically I fell on my knees, and 


continued in that poſition bathed in 
tears, unable to do ought but lift my 
hands and eyes to Heaven. I flatter 
myſelf, however, faith is not entirely 


extinguiſhed in your breaſt, and that 


the awful truths it diſcloſes to us may 
ſtill have ſome influence over your 
heart. Unhappy woman! what would 
have become of you had you fallen by 
the ſword of the Baron ? My blood 


freezes in my veins while I trace the 


words; your eternal miſery would have 
been irrevocably pronounced. On the 
other hand, how great would have been 
your remorſe, had an unfortunate ſtroke 
of your's deprived. your antagoniſt of 
life! His everlaſting ruin would bave 


been your work. That ſoul, rauſomed 


5 by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, would by 
5m have been conſigned to endleſs per- 


dition. : 
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dition. Of you he would' have required! 
it at the dreadful day of judgment. I 
know that what I now ſay to you, might 
with equal juſtice be addreſſed to the 
Count; it is not your ſex that aggra- 


vates in my eyes your crime, it is your 


quality of a Chriſtian. You have daubf- 
| dels been highly culpable in violating 
cuſtoms eſtabliſhed-on juſt and reaſon- 
able prejudices; the only weapons pro- 


Per for our ſex are gentleneſs and pa- 
ere are caſes which might 
exempt you from adhering to theſe cuſ- 


| toms, provided the action was good in 


itſelf, was neceflary, and that its mo- 
tives were ſublime, but Wan, 8 cannot 
poſſibly be juſtified. | 


I have read your letter over again, 


and thoroughly weighed every word, 
"that I may diſcover the real ſentiments 
of your heart, and ſee what reſource they 


offer me for the future. Alas] the pe- 


I rufal does but augment my grief; ſo far 


from yy: and HR deploring 
W hat 


(x99). 


what you denominate fallen 7 but which 


I call erimes, you exult in them. You 
vow conſider yourſelf an heroine, on 


whom the eyes of the whole court 
will be fixed. Too ſurely they will; 


but believe me they will be fixed as on 
d mad woman: this muſt be a high 


gratification to your vanity. | I cannot 
T have then no alternative 


| lament + tha 
but to deplore your blindneſs, and to 
wk night and day to the Father of all 
mercies to enlighten and convert. you/: 
your- ſiſter and the Marquis perfectly 


coincide with me in their opinion of 


your ſituation. The latter is truly ſen- 
fible to your efforts for his juſtification; 
be is gratified by his ſbvercign' s eſteem, 
but this eſteem is the ſole benefit he is 
anxious to derive from the manifeſta- 
tion of his innocence. 
deceived in his notions of the world, he 


views the retreat to which Providence 


has conducted his ſteps as à happy 
haven, which he cannot quit without 
ws IS | 008 


Perfectly un- 
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4 again expoſing bimſelf to the dangers 
of the ſtorm. O that T could tranſplant 
his ſentiments into your breaſt! O that 
III will not proceed; you are not 


yet in a condition to hear all I could 


ſay on your conduct. I muſt wait till 


the fumes of paſſion are diſſipated; may 
it pleaſe God to haſten the time! 

I write by the ſame courier to the 
Count, who, I hope, will ſnew you my 
letter. Lour behaviour is fuch as may 
well have: alienated his affections: I 
ſhall ſtrive to leſſen the ſinfulneſs of 
your proceedings in his opinion, by 


proving to him that he may in ſome 
meaſure accuſe himſelf as having been 
inſtrumental to them. His friendſhip 
and confidence in me will, I truſt, in- 
duce him to adopt the ſentiments I ſhall 
endeayour to inſinuate to make * ap- 


ptr leſs culpable. ; - 445 + 
Jou do not tell me how your Wave! 


became public; apparently you informed 
the King of it. Was not this imprudent? 


=_ 5 Lou 


(. 66 3 

You, certainly might have concealed it 
from him. But perhaps my ſelf- love 

makes me argue thus: guilty in the 
fight of God, of what conſequence is it 
that you ſhould appear mad in the eyes 
of men: for I again repeat, all ſenſible 
people, when they hear of your combat, 
will pronounce you fit only for a mad- 
houſe, Farewell, dear child: I flatter 
myſelf, though contrary to all appear- - 
ance, that the receipt of -this letter will 
occaſion in you ſome ſalutary reflections, 
and that the next I have from you will 
cauſe me to ſhed as many tears of joy, 
as dog laſt did thoſe of grief. 
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Madang 45 Moxrren to the Count pes *, 


"her Son- in-law. 2 
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M Jane . TI e ne 
I COULD not at this time abflain Wöm 

writing, without violating the duties 
of FO 1 Promiles you. Were 
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1 addreſſing one of inferior underſtand- 
ing, or leſs a Chriſtian than yourſelf, I 
ſhould ſtudy to veil my reproaches, but 
I regard ſuch precautions as injuries to 
your virtue, and I will therefore frankly 
and without apology communicate the 
real ſentiments of my heart. 

Under the influence of vicllont acorn 
you might have forgotten the obligations 
of Chriftianity without loſing your know- 
ledge of and reliſh for them. Do not 
imagine am merely addreſſing your 
Chriſtian character; yon have undoubt- 
edly tranſgreſſed the duties it impoſed, 
but you have failed no leſs in what you 
owe yourſelf as a rational being. It 
avails nothing alledging the maxims and 
cuſtoms of the world; if an action be 
forbidden by the goſpel, it is reaſon ſuf- 
ficient for a Chriſtian tò die rather than 
commit it. A man whe inftinges theſe 
divine laws, and conforms to tlioſe of 
the world from a 


ſaid of him, is a, traitor, who, like Saint 
N„1 Teter, 


d of what may be 
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Peter, denies his i at the voice of 
a ſervant, In your daily prayers to the 
Moſt High, do you not fay you love him 
above all things, and that you are re- 
ſolved to die rather than offend him ? 
Are theſe words only an idle compli- 
ment, which you are at liberty to forget 
A at the firſt onſet? Was your own heart 
deceived when you uttered them, or did 
you ſeek to impoſe on the Supreme 
Being? Had you promiſed a friend what 
you have vowed to God, would you 
not think yourſelf bound to adhere to it 
on pain of being diſhonoured ; why 
then are you not equally tenacious of 
your word with the Almighty? At Japan, 
a man condemned. to death is ſtigmatiſed 
with infamy, both himſelf and his fa- 
mily, if he does not prevent his exceu- 
tion by running himſelf through the 
body. Lou are ſenſible the primitive 
Chriſtians were not permitted to haſten 
their death in this manner, and they en- 
dured the reproaches of their relations 
; Lo and 


0-106: Þ: 
| andotho-malttuce, Who. look: 2d b 


upon 


Fur of a — — 
made you renounce. Jeſus. Chriſt; for 


he aſſured, my dear friend, we renounce 
him whenever we prefer the world to 
him. But for a moment let us lay aſide 


the goſpel 5 reaſon alone, 28 7. beſore 


obſerved, might have ſufficed to have 
| limited your reſentment. What epithet | 


would you . beſtow upon him, who 
ſhould; think his honour wounded from 


the ſting of a. vile. inſect ? 15 Believe me, 
the infamous creature you. would have 


ſacrificed to your revenge is beneath the 


meaneſt inſect, is even nothing. I have 
frequently heard my deceaſed buſband 
remark, Who certainly had given many 
proofs: of his bravery.; that he who is 


ble of offending, I know you will alledge 
the n of "on your wife's. ho- 


71 5 i 3 | 5 8 1 nour, 


| aſt would n N b 
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nour, ut: how would that have been 


done by depriving the wretch of life? 
Might it not have been faid, you had 
_ puniſhed a ſlanderer, and not a liar? 
even had you been ſo fortunate as to 
diſarm him, and give him his life on 
condition of a public recantation, how 
many would have withheld their belief 
of his difavowal, ſuppoſing it was ex- 
torted by the fear of death ? Apparently 
you think the events of life conducted 
by a blind chance, which is unable to 
rectify or turn them to our advantage, 
otherwiſe you would have been con- 
vinced that Providence, who can con- 
vert poiſon into a remedy, could have 
found means to juſtify your wife, when 
it was confiſtent with its wiſe deſigns 
for her welfare. Have you not the ex- 
_ ample of our dear Marchioneſs before 
you, who, as a reward for her reſigna- 
tion in a far more trying fituation, ſaw, 
as it were, miracles operating to bring 
her innocence to light. Blufh, my dear 
Vor.. IT, Count, 


— 


E44 r R 8. Lone * 1 22 | —_ : oa \ — 2 8 155 1 VR 2 
...... ĩ²˙²ꝛ n... ̃ è è õ d ˙ pong ff: 
8 7p . i 73. Ie Ls - 5 — . - — . e 1 mA POET Be ior pe - 24 og : F 
- * 1 L > 5 * 8 2 0 4 * 0 N * * I — * wy - : 5 A5 * | * 
— 2 , > — ye oy —_— * — - — ln — — "I 9 x . - - abs . ods SJ % $ x . 8 


6064460 


Count, for your fault, and for thoſe you 
have occaſioned. Your: example has 
ſeduced your wife; I have to require 
an account of the truſt I confided to 
you when I gave you this child. Alas! 


the leſſon I moſt ſtrongly inculcated is 


become fatal to her repoſe. Full of 
confidence in your underſtanding, my 
ſole advice was to follow your example. 
Could I foreſee I ſhould ever have to 
| _ \xeproach. her docility in this reſpect ? 


Pardon the bitterneſs of my reproofs, 
dear friend, dear ſon; judge of your 
error by the ſeverity of my complaints. 
Diminiſh the load of woe 1 feel at this 
moment, by informing me, that, reſtored 
to yourſelf, you ſincerel y deplore the 
paſt. I beg J may have an anſwer by 
an expreſs, and I truſt it will bring me 


| a. thorough. conviction of your repent- 


ance. - Farewell, I am fo depreſſed: I 
5 5 know what I write. I will not 
read over this letter; my underſtanding 
has no ſhare in it: a heart ſorely 
wounded 


{& 249 J | 
wounded has dictated it; let this induce 
you to forgive Whatever it may contain 


to offend you, though it was far from 
my intention to incur pe nts 
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From the G, 70 ; Madame du Movrres 
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: 1 ACR NOWLEDGE myſclf guilty; 
Madam; the avowal of my fault is 
the firſt reparation it requires. But 
after this confeſſion, allow me to offer 


| duch re as n. ſerve for 2 


you lite banedvbs? Tagan two p people 


who would ſacrifice all they are worth 


to redeem the tears you have d a. 
their account. Hr! 7 8 12115. $7 1 Ch q 11 


juſtify my conduct; but ben! Lum 
called upon to ſtate them, the fpeciouſ- 
neſs that envel IDE a beet diſap = 
, Hz peared. 
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Before I began this letter; I anbied 1 
had many good arguments whereby to 
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| peared, . Honour, the care-of one's x0; 
mutation, 4b daltg at: deeg neff 


hy, that | it is i e to — 


m the conviction of my error, 
nbd . the 1 confuſes with which 
it overwhtlms me. I needed ſuch a 
trial to make me * appreciate my 
Chiiſtianity and my falſe; virtues. They 
had deceived me, my dear Madam, as 

well as my wife; and how: could we 
eſuape the illuſion, when they impoſe 
even on yourſelf, notwithſtanding the 
faperiority of your: abilities; ſor you 
may be accuſed of having occaſioned 
 Matilda's fault, by. the too high idea 

you gave hen of my character. Tho 
my miſconduct has been attended with 
ſuch fortunate conſequences, I ſhall yet 
deplore-it as long as I live, and ſhall do 
every thing in my power to atone for; it. 
Far from being offended with the tos * 
Fus * Eratitus f 
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7 + ay. 4 — 
wou e erat my. Wn nad it 
of long ſince reached its ſummit: but 
I am now more than ever convinced 'of 
the value of ſuch a friend and parent as 
out's. May ſhe continue her ineſtimable 
goodneſs to us; may Heaven long pre- 


ſerve her to us, and my wiſhes will be 


all fulfilled! I doubt not but the Couns 
teſs will adopt my preſent ſentiments; 
and will in future give you as much 
ſatisfaction as ſhe has cauſed you un- 
eaſineſs __— _— ee circum- 
fances. ne vb 
Lou vill receive MER letter biz a ca- 
bingt courier, ſent by the King to the 
Marquis. This great prince thinks it 

cumbent on him to make him ſome 
atonement for having given credit to 
the aſperſions that hlackened his cha- 
racter, and which indeed were ſo well 
concerted that it was ſcarce poſſible to 
ſuſpect their veracity. He carried his 
ma ragnanimity ſo far, as publicly to ac- 
5 | BR 4 - know- 


| his ſovereign, who ſo much excells others 
ſtom love as well as duty one is inclined 


in tertis ofthe": Ride 8 praiſe ef the 5 
Marquis s fidelity. Aſter ſuch affecting 
Proofs of his kindneſs, I am certain my 
other inner Agen et — 
them. Hie lee 5 retirement W 
yield in tliis inſtance to wliat he owes 


to devote one's ſelf entirely to his ſervico: 
Had the Counteſs and myſelf a thouſand 
lives, we would willingly ſacrifice them 


tan exceed the kindneſs he laviſnes on 


her, and I muſt do her the juſtice to 
aſſure you, ſhe receives it ſo as to diſarm 
envy itſelf, and is ſo much corrected of 
her errors you would hard]! y know her. 


To thoſe haughty overbearing manners 
that converted all who approached her 


into enemies, has ſucceeded a deport- 
Wr % E . ment 


<Q wr) 
ment fo mild, fo affable, and fo truly 
polite, that ſne cannot fail of regaining 
thoſe; hearts an oppoſite behaviour had 
alienated, | 
I dare not fatter myſelf. with che 
happineſs of ſeeing you here with the 
Marquis and his lady; the delicaty « of 
your health, particularly at a time of 
year ſo foreign to your recovery, will 
not permit you to brave the w inter, 
which begins to render our Alps, if not 
impaſſable, at leaſt too fatiguing to 
traverſe for one of your age: but 1 
truſt you will give yourſelf to our wiſhes 
at a more pleaſant ſeaſon, and will ho- 
nour me ſo far as to accept me for your 
guide. I refign the pen to my wife, 
who will only be able to add a few 
words, as the courier is waiting for my 
letter, which prevents her from enlarging 
as much as ſhe could wiſh, i 


Cage 
{es in ; Continualio lien. KE 
MOST Ma} my deareſt ther, 
4 do i confeſs and abjure my paſt errors. 
5 or the remainder of my life I hope to 
. de kor the forrow Thave occaſtioned 
* you by a conduct on which IJcannet 
« "ett without Thame, Come, then, and 
F witneſs the efforts I am refolved to make, 
in order to practiſe implicitly whatever 
Four goodneſs all dictate: come, and 5 
ſirengthen the virtuous reſolutions you 
| $$ ug inſpired, and be convinced that 
| filial love and reſpect can perform the 
[ greateſt miracles, when it is a as fincere 
| | As, that with e . e 
N Hal in t 10A SHH 1: F 
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y OUR "= Abet children, have 
given me one of the greateſt plea- 
fares Jever experienced. J0o err is the 
portion of humanity, but we raiſe our- 
ſelves above our nature when we ac- 
knowledge and repair our faults. Such 
addions bear the ſtamp of true heroiſm, 
and certainly your ſovereign's greatneſs 
. of ſoul,. on this oecaſion, ſhines forth 
more conſpicuouſly thanif he had gained 
a battle, or performed any of thoſe 
brilliant actions the world admires. The 
Marquis and Marchieneſs both ſhed 
tears of joy and affection on receiving 
ſuch lively teſtimonies of his juſtice and 
condeſcenſion, and J can. aſſure you, 
that inclination. more than duty leads. 
them acroſs the mountains, in ſpite of 
the ſnow that begins to cover them. lt 

EO grieves: 


Tt 154 F 
grieves me oc to ſee them depart | 
at this eee ſeaſon of the year, 
yet I have not power to detain them: 
we muſt ſubmit to inconveniences at the 
call of duty. When that of gratitude is 
fulfilled, they are bent upon returning 
to their ſolitude. The Marquis, as 1 
have already told you, is determined to ſet 
apart an interval between life and death; 
he cannot conceive how a man who 
has once eſcaped the dangers of a wreck, 
and finds himſelf ſafe in port, can again 
expoſe his bark to the fury of the ſtorm. 
There is but one motive could induce 
him to remain at court; the intereſt of 
his ſon; but this child's health is ſo 
weak and precarious, that it will be next 
to a miracle if we rear him. The dear 
inſant's ſituation is one of the greateſt 
afflictions of my life. I may ſay with 
you, my dear Count, my want of re- 
ſignation to tile decrees of Heaven in 
. this particular enables me juſtly to ap- 

Aa de my es, however, I 
5 | | I am 


= 99 ) 
am reſigned, and would not, give a hair 
of my head to preſerve him contrary to 
the divine will. This painful emotion, 
which cannot be called a crime, marks, 
nevertheleſs, the weakneſs of my faith 
and ſubmiſſion. What fortune in this 
world could compenſate for the danger 
of loſing eternal glory, of which he is 
| aſſured in the next if he dies at his pre- 
fent age? Not only will he carry with 
him the innocence of his baptiſm, but 
alſo all the virtue appertaining to. his 
years. Though ſomewhat limited in his 
abilities for ſcience, yet he has an ex- 
alted capacity for the things belonging 
to ſalvation: from his earlieſt infancy 
his virtuous mother has inculcated ſuch 
a deteſtation of vice, that he cries bit- 
terly whenever he, commits any flight 
fault. His greateſt pleaſure is to dif 
tribute alms to the poor, whom he ap- 
proaches with the utmoſt reſpect, his 
head uncovered; and when he gives, he 
bows as reſpectſully as if he was pre- 
: HE ² any 
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recompenſe, he is permitted to ſtay 


mercenary cares, which is the ſole rea · 


'< 8 5 


anttng it to Jeſus Chriſt. They ſeldom 
keup him longer than five minutes at 
chapel, but during that time be is like 
a little angel. He viſits it regularlx 
morning and evening, the firſt thing 
and the laſt, and if he does any thing 
in the courſe of the day that deſerves a 


ſome moments longer. | He likewiſe 
repairs thither when he has done wrong: 


in ſhort, he is frait that has ripened 
betimes for eternity, let God do with 


him as he ſees fit. Vou ſee it would 
be impoſſible to abandon this child to 


ſon that prevents my accompanying my: 


. ſon and daughter, for my health is the 


ſame as in my younger days, excepting 


a little pain that trots from my hand to | 
my foot; which is almoſt impereeptible, 


bat which flander- qualifies' with the 
name of gout: for my part I deem it a 
real ſlander, but time will beſt elucidate 


the e and — it mould prove 


1 a de- 
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a tsseche gout, it will not hinder me 


from accepting your obliging offers for 
the enſuing ſpring, ſhould our little one's: 
health be ſufficiently ODEs war 
n the; =: ph Wigger 
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N dear Mother! | 
1 COULD have wiſhed & to hen 1 


to you immediately upon my arrival, 


but the violent agitation of mind I ſuf- 
ſered on the road, joined to fatigue of 
body, obliged me to leave the account 
of our journey to the Marquis; and 
indeed I ſhould: have been wholly inca- 


pable of ſaying. a word about it; my 
body moved, it is true, but my mind 


was ſo firmly rivetted to the ſpot ſrom 


which I was torn, that it might be ſaid 


of me, & of the idols of the gentiles, 
«I had 2 which ſaw. not, and ears 
that 
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er that could not hear.” | You, I know,” 
will call this weakneſs,” to which I moſt 
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| _ readily ſubſcribe ; and what conſoles me 
il for the neceſſity of this confeſſion, is the 
| confideration that the Marquis Was 


ſcarcely more courageous than myſelf, 
though he carried it off with a better 
face. After all, courage is not a virtue 
of our ſex; my ſiſter has engroſſed my 
ſhare of it; I am weak, very weak, 
willingly do I acknowledge it, my dear 
mother, that I may obtain quarter of 
you, who are verily the woman of 
ſtrength and reſolution. I had but four 7 
and twenty hours allowed me to re- 
cover myſelf: the King had expreſſed 
much impatience to ſee us, which made 
it abſolutely neceſſary to ſurmount all 
fatigue; a thing of no great difficulty 
for me, as you know have a pufillani- 
mous ſoul in a very active body. 
My heart is penetrated: with this 
Prince's. goodneks ; he was notfaſraid of 
debaſing himſelf by teſtifying his regret - 
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at having ſuffered himſelf to be ſurpriſed” 
into a falſe opinion, a conduct, in my 
mind, truly noble: it is ſo unuſual for 
men, eſpecially great ones, to own, even 


to themſelves; that they are in fault, 
that it is certainly, therefore, the higheſt 


effort of an heroic ſoul to make ſuch a 


conceſſion, particularly to its inferiors. 


On our return from the palace we were 
viſited by the whole court; and had 
not learned from my own experience, 
and ſtill more from your inſtructions, 
to form a right eſtimate of the eareſſes 


of courtiers, I might have become the 
dupe of the demonſtrations of friendſhip 
laviſhed on me from all fides. I feel 
highly indebted to the Count for his 


of meeting him at his houſe, though 1 


am fully perſuaded I have nothing more 


to dread ſrom his fight. I cannot reflect 


without ſhuddering on the dangers to 
whey eee me, and I know not 
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11 l Khculd chav quem 
preſence. No doubt the Count foreſaw 
it, ſor my ſiſter informed me, that a few 


ne 
<7 


to ſuſtain his 


dase y arrival he hinted to this 
dleman, that aſter what liad paſſed 
it was not ſtrictly proper to be o much 
together. I ſhall be obliged, however, 
to {ce him once, it would look like af- 
ſectation to refuſe his viſit,” ſhould he 


call; yet I love to encourge the hope, 


that the Count will be able to make 


politeneſs and my inelination coincide. 


My fiſter, Who cannot bear to hear his 
name, attributes this ſtep to his regard 


for her, and I would not on any account 


undeceive her! I ſhall therefore con- 
fine my gratitude. to this amiable man 


within my own breaſt, where it will not 
burn the leſs ardent for being concealed. 


What would have been the conſe- 


quence —? But 1 dwelt: too Jong on 


the ſubject; the pleaſure appear to 
take in writing upon it is ſuſpicious. 


Tho: various effects I behold of violent 


” * * 
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paſſions teach me, that they aflume 
maintain their influence over our hearts: 
it is only by a total renunciation of the 
object that gave them birth that we can 
hope to ſubdue them. You inſiſted upon 
having my opinion on thoſe of my ſiſter, 
I will then give it you freely. The 


victory ſhe flatters herſelf with having 


gained over them is extremely dubious; 


pride is very complacent when it finds 
itſelf exalted above every one; it readily 
accords what does not ſeem to be ex- 


acted. Matilda is at preſent a kind 
of favourite,: all bow before her ; what 


more can ſhe require? But I would not 


_ anſwer. for any thing ſhould- a reverſe 
enſue. Notwithſtanding the flattering 
proſpects that open to the Marquis, he 


languiſhes aſter his retirement, and I 
aſſure you, you are a very principal 
cauſe of his anxictyi to return to it. His 


lon's ill. tate of health is the mtive, or 
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liſe led here: But however juſt his 
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EE 10h. 
ie court, and the tumultuons 


reaſon for quitting! it, I begin to fear it 


will be attended with greater difficulty 
than we had foreſeen. | This idea fills 


me with real concern: the veil is fallen 
for the Marquis; he now contemplates 
grandeur, riches, and pleaſures, under 
their true forms, and is aſtoniſhed that 
their falſe luſtre ſhould: have been able 
to ſeduce him for ſo great a number of 
years. I believe the like ſentiments are 
predominant in the breaſt of our dear 
Count, though his complaiſance to 

Matilda will not permit him to explain 


himſelf on this topic as freely as we do. 
The court appears to be the natural 
= element of my poor ſiſter, from which 


it will be the leſs eaſy to detach her, as 


her love of that and the great world is 


founded on a plaufible pretext, namely, 
the advancement of her family: ſhe does 


all in her power to make us ſecond her 


views, without acknowledging to herſelf 


ma 8 / 
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the reul motive, which I think I can 
diſcover. However ſure ſhe affects to 
be of her ſovereign's favour, ſhe would 
gladly ſtrengthen her party by the pre- 
ſence of the Marquis, to whom the 
King has reſtored all his wonted fami- 
liarity. She has drawn the Count into 


the ſpecies of conſp iracy ſhe forms againſt 


us, and we undergo daily perſecutions 
on this head. The Marquis, however, 
is diſpoſed to demand his congè as ſoon 
as decency will permit} and our extreme 
deſire of retiring from court creates a 
ſort of illuſion as to our poſſibility of 
obtaining it. A ſhort time will deter- 


mine gur hopes or fears. I need not 


recommend my dear child to your care; 
I am too well convinced of your ten- 


derneſs for him to have the leaſt unea+ 
ſineſs about the conſtant attention he 


requires; and that gout or rheumatiſin; 
whichy like you, I eſteemed ſo trifling; 


when I could hear about it every hour 


of the day, diſtance has rendered ex- 


nt tremely 
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all my courage and good re 


Way of affording! confölation, my 
dear mother, Which is by being fincera 
with me in the account of you health, 
1 will rely on your worc A 
promiſe me ſincerity. LA Be VC nahs 54 4 | 
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T'RECEIVED Four letter, and that of 
the Marquis, by the fame poſt Hen 
ſuppoſe his was retarded by the tempeſts 
on Mont Cenis, and, he We 


could not repreſs. my cafes as to 
the cauſe of this delay. I foreſaw'your 
fatigue and anxieties, but let me aſk 
you, my child; wherefore are you grieved 

Muſt Providence-alter its wiſe and eter- 
s''to—abcommodate them to 
your: taſte and averſio? Shall we never 


„ 


comprehend, blind mortals as we are, 
that infinite vwiſdom and unlimited 
goodne ſs preſide oyer every event of out 
life, and ditect them to the glory, of the 
Creator, and the advantage of the crea- 


ture, who will ſubmit, with entire con- 


fidence to its diſpoſal ? Fix this truth 
invariably . in Jour. x ind, that he who 
could work out his ola at a court, if. 
called thither by the will of God, would 
loſe it in that retirement to which his 
own inclination would lead him. Tou 
may certainly uſe every prudent effort 
to ohtain your conge, at the ſame. time 
be ready to ſacrifice your retreat, if ſo it 
pleaſe tha Lord. I have often told you, 
and I again repeat, the great world, that 
region ol illuſion and enchantment, has 
no dangers for thoſe who find in it no 
charms. Gracious, God! what, muſt be 
the conſequence, were all good people 
to, yield, to, their averſion 10 it! It is 
highly neceflary that weak minds ſhould 
find ſome eue in their virtugus 
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examples. I am ſo firmly- 1 


166 J 


chat the will of Heaven is manifeſted | 
to us by the daily events eonnected witli 

the conditions of life in which we are 
placed; that I would not but upon the 
moſt mature reflection adviſe retirement 
ſor your ſiſter. A court has undoubtedly 

many more perils for her than for you, 
but it is not for us to dive into the be- 
heſts of the Moſt High, to know what 
were his intentions in conducting her 
thither. 


To Him let us reſign the care 


of removing her from it when He fees 
fit; let us content ou 
up our prayers for her, but let us not 
induſtriouſſy haſten the period, and by 
that means poi his work. - I am quite 
of your opinion with regard to her 
change of diſpoſition; her pride is no- 
thing leſs than 'vanquiſhed+ this muſt 
be the effect of ſome great reverſe of 
fortune, and 1 love to think the merey 
of God is preparing one for her. She 
1 ny "not: al on a fituat! ion to receive 


rfelves with offering 


advice; ; 


FF im}  Þ 
advice; ſuffer her to poſſeſs the flat- 
tering idea of lier victory, ine till the Al- 
mighty ſhall judge it expedient to open 
her eyes. I applaud your precantions 
and fears reſpecting Maſtrilli, provided 
your external deportment is not ſingu- 
lar. On theſe occaſions we muſt apply 
the err ** Miſtruſt is the mother of 
* ſecurity.” 
Your ſon's health 3 18 nden im- 
proved ſince you left us; thoſe little 
fevers that oppreſſed him in the evenings 
have diſappeared ; his appetite is much 
mended, he fleeps better, and gains 
g ſtrength every day. If, contrary to 
your intentions, you ſhould be obliged 
to prolong your ſtay at Turin, I flatter 
myſelf, ſhould his returning health con- 
tinue, he will be able to join you this 
next ſummer. I ſhall inſert a condition 
which will not, I fancy, break off the 
bargain, namely, that I may be of the 
party, unleſs you ſend me word you will 
not receive me. This is is telling you I 
am 
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they been gout, they would | not have 
gone ſo eaſily. 
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0 my deareſt letras 1 een, 
are my preſentiments verified | 
| farely the repugnamce I felt to quit my 
dear ſolitude was a warning ſent from 
| heaven. Why did 1 not liſten to its 
voice? I ſhould then have eſcaped the 
moſt dreadful fituation you can con- 
ceive.—O Lord, pardon my complain- 
ings, diminiſh my affliction, or increaſe 
my ſtrength to bear it, I beſeech thee. — 
But why, * dar mother, keep you 

longer 


we are all living, and the ſame: God 
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longer in peng 2. To delay for a ow 
moments the recital of our common 


misfortunes cannot leſſen the 2 af- 
fliction hopes muſt occaſion you. Would 


you fave me from the greateſt woe 1 
can feel, call forth that courage and re- 


ſolution arifing from your exalted faith; 


who. preſerved us as by miracle, can yet 

avert the dreadful conſequences of the 

accident I am going to relate. 
The Marquis had at length dries 


mined to ſolicit leave to retire, and with 


| this intention he preſented himſelf at the 


* 


King's levee. His Majeſty, who had 
been pre- informed, did not wait his re- 
queſt, but commanded him not to think 
of leaving the court, where he had need 


of bis ſervices, and with a beneficenb 


goodneſs ſurpaſſing the gift, granted him 
a conſiderable penſion, and a place in 


. his council; at the ſame time ordered 2 


commiſſion to be drawn up, appointing - 


me governeſs to the Pr inceſſes, and in my 
Vor. II. „ fapyour 
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gmented the emoluments: at- 
tached'to this employ. Fo me, this news 
was 4s a thunderbolt. '' For more than 
an hour I fat deprived of the faculty of 
thinking, ſo much did it overwhelm me. 
At length ſtruggling with my averſion 
for ſuch a charge, founded principally 
on my incapacity, I called to mind your 
laſt letter, and regarding this unſought= 
for and unforeſeen honour as an ordi- 
nance of the Almighty's, I ſubmitted te 
his diſpenſation ; flattering myſelf with 
the hope that the. anguiſh of the ſacrifice 
would be abated by your preſence to 
guide me in ſo important a truſt, and 
one ſo far beyond my feeble talents. 
No ſooner were theſe favours publicly 
known, than we were viſited by the 
whole court, and whatever bore any 
name in the city, who ſtudied to conceal 
their rage and jealoufy under the falſe 
appearance of the fincereſt joy, 'Over- 
come with this fatiguing day, I propoſed 
to the Marquis to requeſt permiſſion of 


( #71 


the King, to paſs a few days 1 in the count 
to collect my thoughts, 


c try: * [; wil N 
and to haye your advice before I engaged 
in ſo arduous an undertaking as that im- 

poſed on me. A lady whom I thought 
leſs my enemy than the reſt, and who 

doubtleſs merits the opinion, offered me 
a very pretty houſe of her's on the banks 
of the P&, four leagues from Turin for 
the occaſion: ſhe required only one e day 
to prepare for our reception. 

Do not ſuppoſe, my dear mother, 6 2 
ralpect this lady in any reſpect acceflary 

to the horrid plot that nearly cauſed our 
deſtruction; at leaſt ſhe is but inno- 
cently ſo, from having, I conjecture; 
mentioned in company. the intended 

party, and the requiſite delay. Some 
demon, under a human form, had ſeized 
this opportunity to bring about our 
ruin. Indeed, the plan was ſo well 

1 that a miracle only could ſave 
us. We emharked in a very handſome 

dare belonging to the lady to whoſe 

| 1 bouſe 
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fem in num 
boat, but as we 
ſoon leſt them bel 
/ reached the middle f eee er 8 
b oppofite the Valentine, we perceived 


1 


| hook: we were! going; our own FROINY 
aber,” followed: in ee ” 


our hoat leaked on all ſides. We could 


not reaſonably attribute this accident to 
any thing but chance, and the Marquis 
ordered the rowers to make for land as 


faſt as poſlible. At that inſtant the 
wretches jumped into the water, and 
ſwam to the oppoſite ſhore, I have been 
fince informed that poſt horſes were 
there in readineſs, having followed us 
from Turin to favour their æſcape. Our 


barge almoſt inſtantly- ſunk, and be- 
fore the Count and Marquis could ſtrip 
off their coats, we overturned. Ican 
give you no farther account of myſelf: 
I loſt all reeollection, and when I reco- 


vered my ſenſes, found myſelf on the 


bank of the river, in the arms of - — 


Maſtrili. A —_ Hafner 


79: 30:; 


FS + 
other more terrific animal, would have 
frightened me lels. 1 gave a loud ſeream, 
and without conſidering my weakneſs, 
got up and ran away with incredible 
fwiftneſs. My ſpeed was quickly check - 
ed; for my ſtrength failing me a ſecond 
time, I fell to the ground, but ſeeing. 
Maſtrilli following, I claſped my hands 
in a ſupplicating manner, and conjured 

him for God's ſake not to come near me. 
The poor young man, unable to gueſs 
the cauſe of my horror and averſion, at 
a time too when I owed him my life; 
food for ſome moments in an attitude 
of dejection; then 1 imagining what had 
paſſod proceeded from a degree of inſa- 
nity, "occaſioned; by the exceſſive fright 
I had ſuſtained, approached me in ſpite 
of my cries. Reaſſure yourſelf, Ma- 
e dam, ſaid he, „the Marquis is ſafe, 
as 18 alſo. the Count; ſuffer me to con- 
# duct you to the place w bither I have 
ce had them tranſported.” — «6. my 
God, I exclaimed, © what is become 
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« of my unfortunate filter } 2 — 4 be- 


0 ö lieve ſhe i is preſerved, oh replied Maſ- 
trilli „ with an air of embarraſſment; 

«at leaſt I'am ſure the ſervants who 
« followed your boat have taken her 
«, up, but as they landed on the other 
<< fide, I have no poſitive information > 


but 1 have diſpatched one of my ſer- 
< vants for intelligence, for I could not 
think of leaving you in ſuch a fitua-. 
« tion.” At theſe words, which ſeemed 
to announce the death of my poor ſiſter, 
I relapſed into a fainting fit, which 
laſted ſeveral hours. In this condition 
I was conveyed to an apartment in the 
palace, and when 1 opened my , 
they haſtened to tell me my ſiſter was 
living. Maſtrilli had not quitted tlie 
Marquis, to whom he ingenuouſly re- 
lated the ſpecies of terror I had teſtified 
at his approach, He would have re- 
tired a as ſoon as he thought me out or 
; danger, . but. my huſband. would not 


Kir him. He 8 him to nie, 
ſay! my . 


BT 

ſaying, that we all owed, our lives to 
him, and on hg. detail of what had 
happened. "To 


Since we. "awe 6 5 at Turi, in 


Marquis has had a fever that weakened 
him a great deal. I would not mention 
it to you, ſearing to make you uneaſy : 

indeed, he defired me not, as he thought 
it would be trifling in its conſequences, 
which in fact was the caſe. He might 
therefore be ſaid to be in a ſtate. of con- 


valeſcence When we embarked on our 
party. In his youth he ſwam extremely | 


well, but for thefe laſt thirty years he 


has entirely leſt it off, independent of | 
which the waters of the Po are ſo in- 
tenſely cold at this ſeaſon, owing to the 


vaſt All of. ſnow from the mountains, 


| that he loſt his ſenſes, and would cer- 
tainly have periſhed, if by the mereſt 


good luck, or rather by a peculiar inter- 
poſition of Providence, Maſtrilli had 
not been walking by the river fide.” As 
you loſe all knowledge of your friends 
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on thete occaſſons, the Count, think- 
ing he Bad hold of his wife, ſeized my 
gown, "Witch happened to be like her” 8 


and ſwam a as well as he was able with 


the other arm. My. unfortunate ſiſter, 
1 whom no one ſuccoured, had diſap- 


peared'; and the Marquis, aſter firug- 
gling ſome time in the water, began to 
fink from the quantity he ſwallowed ; 

ſo that Maſtrilli could not chuſe whom 
he would affiſt, and ſeeing me in the 


| Count” s hands, he jumped into the river, 
got hold of the Marguis, and brought 
him to land, and as we were yet a 00 


diſtance from it, he ventured himſelf a 
ſecond time to fave my life and that of 


my brother. in-law. Happy for us he 


did fo, for the Count was nearly ex- 
haufied,” and as he has ſince told us, 
upon the point of finking: No ſooner 5 


1 


Were We. on ſhore, than perceiving. his 


error, he would have expoſed himſelf 55 


anew to afſiſt his wiſe, ; Alas! if hea- 


ven had © not watched over her preferva- 
45 
tion 


Cam) 


Kod his: attention had "JET 00 His 
friends remonſtrated with him, and 


feeing no ſigns of ber, the Marquis and 


he left me to the care of Maſtrilli, 
while each went to ſeek for a boat. 
They had not yet ſeparated, when they 
perceived one of their ſervants making 
towards them, in the ſame boat that 
brought them from Turin, who relieved 


their anxiety by informing them Ma- 


tilda was alive on the oppoſite ſides. 


They inſtantly paſſed over, and tho 


Marquis returned almoſt ine to 
bring me the joyful tidings. F 


The following are the pete of 
what happened to- her. Being more 
courageous than me, ſhe preſerved her 


preſence of mind in the midlt of this: 


imminent danger: and being in the ha- 
bit of wearing a hoop. petticoat, by the 
help of this ſhe kept herſelf up for ſome: _ 
time: but as ſhe was borne away ly the 
current, the waters, which are very” 
firong © in 4 narrow HO formed by 
OY 5 ee 
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| « we : 
wo illets overſet her: twice me ſank to 
_ the bottom, and twice ſhe roſe: again : 
ſae ſecond time ſhe providentially came 
i up in a place where great roots of trees 
1 extended in the river. She ſeized hold 
4 of one, and what is very ſingular, fainted 
away without lofing her graſp. Th 
ſay the ſwoon ſaved her life, as the reſ- 
pPiration being ſtopped; prevented her 
i fwallowingany water, though the waves 
Wb covered her from time to time. In this 
condition our people found her, heaven 
__ directing their bark towards the ſpot, for 
they were ignorant of our dreadful miſ- 
fortune, being out of ſight when it hap- 
pened. As they were near the other 
fide of the ſhore, and juſt oppoſite a 
atm houſe, they carried her thither, and 
ſent inſtantly ſor phyſicians from Turin, 
vbo aſſure that ſhe is in no danger. She 
has 4 degree of fever, a thing by no 
means wonderful, conſidering Ber fright 
and fati gue in ſtruggling with the flood. 
hy: ſay 1 have . likewiſe, which 
afflicts 
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afflicts me extremely, as it prevents me 
from, going to this beloved ſiſter, o 
merciſully ſnatched from the grave; an 
whom I ardently long to embrace. 
Scarce an hour after this event, the 
| Kin g had notice of our fatal adventure. 
He expreſſed the utmoſt indignation at 
the horrible attempt, executed almoſt 
under his own eyes, and gave orders to 
purſue the boatmen, promiſing a large 
reward to whoever ſhould, apprehend 
and ſecure them. Not thinking. theſe 
marks of kindneſs ſufficient, he came in 
perſon to the Valentine, inſiſted upon 
ſeeing me, and very obligingly expreſſed 
his fincere participation in our danger. 
About the fame time the lady who lent 
us the barge, arrived in a moſt pitiable 
| Rate of: mind: in the utmoſt 2 ſhe 
juring him to ſuffer her to ee e 
in the citadel till the inſtigators ol * 
treachery in uld be diſcovered. 81 
198: daten. a tho Har Wente a 
I 6 . _ 


(mw) 


10 can I give the leaſt intelligence, 
prehend one of the rewers: but 
1 are doubtleſs too well | 
planned; and the time they have gained 
deſfdechand will enable them to eſcape 
detection. All that 1 have related has 
paſſed within a very ſhort Ber, and 
notwithſtanding my weakneſs and de- 
jection, I haſten to write, left hearing it 
from the public voice, you ſhould think 
_ the evil greater than it really is. 
I was on the point of cloſing my let- 
ter, when I received the following ac- 
count of my ſiſter. She is perfectly re- 
covered, and is going to be tranſported | 
to u in, whither I ſhall be able to 
meet Her in a few hours. As ſoon as I 
have feen her I will ſend you an expreſs: : 
it will probably reach you before this 
letter, which 1 ſhall commit to the poſt 
at all events. Relieved from anxiety 
upon my dear ſiſters account, I am able 
to reflect on the dreadful conſequences 
all this wy be attended with for me. 
FOR cf b You 
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You may condeive my apprehenifions, 
my dear mother; this cruel event will 
naturally lead to a very cloſe intimacy 


with Maſtrilli. TP cannot, without di- 


| vulging my motives, oppoſe the Mar- 
quis's eee who will no doubt 
wiſh me to regard him as a friend to 
whom we are indebted for life. I have 
but one way of avoiding the unpleaſant- 
neſs, and perhaps danger of ſeeing him 
every day, by abſence; but I ſhall wait 


* 


your advice on this head. 
I forgot to tell you that Maſtrilli had 


preſented himſelf among others to con. 


gratulate me on my new appointment, 

aud that I was not ſufficient miſtreſs of 
myſelf to receive him as he might have 
expected. |] coloured, turned pale, and 


haſtily withdrew: my hand, which he 


was going to kiſs, as thereſt of the com- 
pany had done. This is very abſurd, I 
acknowledge, but it is involuntary: his 


very name makes me tremble from: head | 


to ſoot: 1 know not whether he re- 
1 : marked 


— — 


_—_ 
1 74 

9 , 
$43.8 


(382 9 
marked my nden oh could almoſt | 


with he had, might cor it ir 
5 ner end pechepe be would do righ 
dàt leaſt I very ſoon ſhall hate him, which 

will reſtore peace and n to r 
haraſſed ſoul. | | . 
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Fra Yom FM Marckiongh of * ** * 10 Madane 
du MoxT1ER, 


"My dear Mother, 


1 BEGIN by ati you. in "this | 
name of heaven not to be alarmed at 
what I am going to tell you reſpecting 
my ſiſter, as the phyſicians aſſure us her 
ſituation is not at all dangerous. You 
way rely upon me in this particular, and 
reſt aſſured I would not on any account 
deceive you. To calm your uneaſineſs, 
I give you my: word. of honour not to 
conceal. any one circumſtance of her 
illneſs, now, or in the whole courſe of 
it 


99 1 
4 


(+485 )) 

it, ſhould it prove longer than is at pre- 
ſent expected. You are ſenfible that no 
conſideration would tempt me to violate 
the ſacred promiſe 1 have made. Le 
my ſincerity in this, and in my ſuture 
letters, fix your imagination preciſely to 
what I may relate, and prevent you from 
going beyond it. They would not ſuf- 
fer me to fee the poor thing the day of 
her accident, for, indeed, the was in a 
very high ſever, and I was far from well 

myſelf. When J made ſo light of it, 
it was divide to being myſelf deceived, 
that I might the better impoſe upon you. 
This was a precaution of the Marquis's, 
taken with a good intention, which he 
| has ſworn to me never again-to make 
uſe of. I convinced him of the impor- 
tance of telling you ingenuouſly the true 
ſtate of things, that your dependance 
might be certain. I like wiſe told you 
| ſhe had been removed to her own houſe, 
an event much wifhed for, but which 
. medical e . I did not 


learn 


5 «; 16. 5 


learn this change till aſter the 3 
weng dee, __ n Wande 
| 4 Gering my ſituation, 1 this 
| 3 ee ſeeing. her, and 
| was accordingly conducted to the place 

where ſhe was. The fever had entirely 
leſt her, at leaſt externally, and nothing 
remains but extreme weakneſs and pro- 
Jut J melancholy, the cauſe of which 
me perſiſts in concealing, but which the 
doctor accounts for by the exceſſive 
_ fright ſhe has ſuſtained, They entreat 
us to leave her wholly to their manage 
ment, and, indeed, ſhe teſtifies a diſ- 
like to our company; that is, to the 
Count's and mine, but is leſs averſe to 
that of the Marquis. They ſay ſhe has 
ſome remains of internal fever that con- 
fuſes her brain, and; repreſents: every 
thing about her in a finiſter light. They 
aſſert that two days repoſe will perfectly 
reſtore her; you may rely on this aſſu- 
= ETA as. it PR by the moſt ſxilſul 
tri Bee - HOI 25 __— : 
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rem in Turin, Am this King. 
himſelf ſent when he heard of our acei- 
dent, and to whom he recommended the 
utmoſt care and attention. Confide in 
me, or rather in all of us for the care of 


this dear ſiſter; 1 reiterate my promiſe 


of telling you her exact MR and of 


being always ſincere. - 
;Fbough I am cn ſa wa 
| this poor child, I am not ſo about-my- 


felt, or to ſpeak more juſtly, I ſuffer the 
moſt dreadful anxiety. | Maſtrilli never 
quits us ſor a moment: the Marquis, 
pes ted with the moſt lively and. 
grateful ſenſe of his zeal, complains of 


my coolneſs towards him, which is vi- 


ſible in ſpite of my endeavours. How 
ſhall I free myſelf from this cruel per- 
plexity My only hope is; that immedi- 


ately after my ſiſter's recovery we ſhalt 


leave Turin. I have had an explana- 


tion to this effect with the Marquis, to 


whom I declared with a firmneſs that 


ſurpriſed him, as being unuſual with 


me, 
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( 186. ) 
me, that it was impoſſible to enjoy one 
moment's peace, for I ſhould fancy my- 
ſelf continually. ſurrounded with adage 
gers, poiſon, and aſſaſſins. 

I bles the Almighty for 1 
me with ſo plauſible a pretence to con- 
ceal the real cauſe of my averſion to re- 
main here, and my deſire to haſten our 

departure. You, my dear mother, will 
doubtleſs commend me, for would it not 
be the height of preſumption to ſtay in 

a place where my feeble virtue would be. 
too much expoſed. The fatal paſſion 
that here formerly aſſailed my heart, is 
ready to rekindle from its afhes. I feel | 
it by the horror the fight of him inſpires, 
which amounts almoſt to occaſion. my 
fainting whenever he enters the room. 
This ſure is a warning from above, which 
J ought not to neglec. 

Juſt as I was finiſhing my letter, the 
phyſicians came to ina me, that my 
| ſiſter after ſleeping five hours, awoke ſo 
erh as to be able to hear a re- 

moral 
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( 287 ) 
moval: they are going to bring her 
home in a litter, and I will nat ſeal my | 
letter till I have ſeen her. 
She has upported the dne ex- 
tremely well. The Marquis, who ac- 
companied her, aſſures me ſhe was per- 
fectly compoſed during the journey. I 
wifhed to receive her, but they begged 
I would ſpare her the emotion, and de- 
fer my viſit till 'to-morrow, fo that I 
have only ſeen her through the window; 
ſhe looks vaſtly well in the face. I be- 
lieve the did not perceive me, for ſhe 
turned her head another way as ſhe 
4 alighted from the carriage. She would 
Hardly ſuffer herſelf to be ſupported; in 
ſhort, I think her on 7 the eve of reco- 
- ory Gan Ho e 53 
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tranquillity; they began dy deceiving 
vou as to your unhappy ſiſter's 


* 5 - £ ; 
1 % % — 3 1 
* 


and they perſevere in the deception. 1 


gueſs the melancholy ſituation of this 


unfortunate, and all-endeayours.to con- 
ceal it from me would be ineffectual, If | 
heaven had not raiſed an infurmountab] 
obſtacle fo my journey, I ſhpuld have 
flown. to her aſſiſtance but Providence 


intimates its commands to me, and I 
muſt obey. The pain of which I have 
had from time to time ſome flight at- 
tack, is at length pronounced to be 4 
ſciatic gout, which, though not very 
painful, yet. confines. me to my bed. 
The Lord's holy will be done; it is not 
for ſuch weak creatures as we are to 
; = dive 


| ( ad ) 

dive into his decrees: we muſt adore in 

ſilence. | . You have therefore. only to 

adhere to the promiſe you have made, if 
you wiſh to keep me eaſy. Do not hide 

the leaſt circumſtance from me reſpecting 

this dear child's illneſs, or rather her in- 


fanity,; for from the little you ſaid, I diſ- 


covered what you dared. not own, or 

perhaps did not yourſelf know. It is 
| even particularly efſential tha our ac- 
count ſhould be exact, for I am pre- 
poſſeſſed with an idea which it is in your 
power to confirm or deſtroy. To work 
efficaciouſly in re-eſtabliſhing the rea- 
ſon of this beloved child, we ſhonld be 
acquainted with the ſource of its de- 
rangement. I know her too well to 
believe the fear of death was able to turn 
ber brain: the has more courage, and, 
 befide; did not loſe the hope of eſcaping 
the danger. You probably indicated 
the cauſe without thinking of it. Her 
pride was cruelly wounded by certain 
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but which I view 
in a very different light. To find her- 
ſelk wholly abandoned, while every at- 
tention was laviſhed on you, was a mor- 
tal offence to her vanity, and very ca- 
pable of producing in lier mind the pre- 
ſent dreadful effects. Were I to loſe 
fight for one inſtant of that implicit 
obedience the creature owes to its ſove- 
reign Creator, I could not ſupport this 
idea a moment; how wretched ! to have 
Hunged perelt into a ſtate that requires 
fo barſ a remedy. This — | 
bitter as it is, unfolds to me a perſp 
tive that ſupports my courage: a ret 
voice ſeems to tell me this event will 
not be ſo fatal to her as it now appears. 
God does not entirely abandon thoſe 
whom he chaſtiſes. A continued ſcene 
of proſperity was the greateſt puniſh- 
ment I dreaded for this unfortunate. 
The Almighty in his mercy will yet 1 ſave . 
| 5 wh e ad hand is ſo —_— upon 
EDA PRs yo dig; tt” ber; 


. 6 
her; it requires no leſs to humble and 
confound her proud ſpirit. 

Ido not entreat you to pray for her 
without intermiſſion ; your chriſtianity 
will make it a law to you, | independant 
of the; tender affection you have ever 
ſhewn: this poor child, who yet merits 
ito by a thouſand good ; qualities. I. am 
moſt firmly perſuaded that it is to God 


alone we muſt addreſs ourſelves for the 


final iflue of this event, and that the 
preſent humiliating malady is both the 
puniſhment and the remedy his mercy 
has decreed from all eternity, to heal 
the deep wounds inflicted by pride on 
the ſoul of this child of my grief. Let 
the ſame reflection which ſuſtains my 
reſolution ſerve alſo to re- animate 
your's : let us beware of /provoking the 
Lord by our murmurs, but let us adore 
his infinite wiſdom, who is able to ex 
tract from the greateſt evil, bleſſings we 
could neither foreſee nor dare to expect. 


L continually dwell. on this maxim to 
you, 


you, my dear Marchionedy, bee: 

think it the only one capable of profery- 

ing our peace of mind. What would 
become of us in this world, : 

[ power over our ſouls to be nn 2 
Alas! we are in a manner befieged with 
a. cohort of afflictions and dangers. 

There is no ſource of happineſs for crea- 

tures like us, which does not contain at 

the ſame time ſeeds of the moſt cruel | 
anxieties ; becauſe the objects on which 

we fix our enjoyment, being by nature 
periſhable, may be ſnatched from us 
every moment. How then can we poſ- 
ſeſs them in tranquillity, how can we 
depend on their durability? O moſt 
truly may we ſay with the wiſe man, 

Vanity of vanities; all is vanity, ſave 

« loving and fearing God.“ This divine 

| love is our chief, our fole good; for of 

this only, nothing contrary to our own 
will can deprive us. Of all the cala- 
mities your- poor fiſter had to dread, the 
one ſhe now labours under ſeemed: the 
. = moſt 


moſt anlikely- to 
was firm, intrepid, in 


— — — —— 


perior did ſhe think herfelf to moſt of 


her ſex, whoſe foibles ſhe frequently 


bewailed ! Heedleſs mortal! who knew 


not that this ſuperiority of underſtand- 
ing ſhe ſo highly prized; was lent her 


by that Power who could at his good 


loved child, there would be a degree of 
barbarity, of which I am ſure you are 


this her melancholy illneſs. I know 


the preſent circumſtances offer you 


weighty reaſons for quitting a place 
where your virtue may poſſibly have 


ſome trying confficts to undergo; but, 


my child, that diſtant, far diſtant road 


to ſin, you have not voluntarily en- 
tered upon; therefore be affured, Pro- 

vidence will proportion your ſtrength to 
the perils you may encounter. It would 
Vor. II. N be 
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( w94 ) 
be the height of imprudence to let the 


Marquis perceive your fears and aver- 
ſion to Maſtrilli: as they are not rea- 
ſonable, he would ſuſpect they concealed 


ſome myſtery, and would doubtleſs ſeek 
to unravel it. Should things come to 
the worſt, you can have recourſe to the 
Count, though I truſt he will not wait 


your requeſt: his regard and knowledge 


of your ſentiments will convince him of 


the unpleaſantneſs of your ſituation. In 
the midſt of all our troubles, t the Al- 


mighty has raiſed up to us a great ſource 
of conſolation. Your child's health vi- 
fibly improves, his conſtitution ſtrength- 
ens daily, and I begin to flatter myſelf 
that God, knowing your weakneſs and 


mine, will diſpenſe with our drinking 


this cup of affliction, which has ſo often 
been preſented to our lips. We muſt, 


however, reſign this, as every thing elſe, 
to his divine e — 
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5 Dear Mother, 5 


p . 


I HAVE great occaſion to read over 


your laſt letter every hour of the day, 
to preſerve my mind in a due ſubmiſſion 
to the decrees of the Almighty. The 
ſituation to which J am reduced, has 


ſomething in it to me ſo alarming and 
terrific, that I am in conſtant danger of 
forgetting that every thing happens ac- 


cording to the diſpenſations of a Being 
infinitely wiſe and good. You have but 
too well divined my unhappy fiſter's 


malady : her reaſon is deranged, and, 
what 1s ſtill more dreadful, I fear I am 
the innocent cauſt of it. Her diſlike of X 


me, the Count, and Maſtrilli, are cer- 


tain proofs that-you judged right of her 


diforder. She will ſuffer none but the 


| Marquis to come near her, who hardly 
X 2 ever 
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ever quits her, ani ſhe is fo extremely 
agitated w whenever we approach her, that 
the phyſicians have excluded us from 
her apartments, 4+ that Fam as much 
ſeparated from her in the ſame houſe, 
as if we were a hundred leagues apart. 
; Do not interpret this into a protenee for 
rejoining you and abandoning her; no, 
my dear mother, my heart is not ca- 
: pable of ſuch cruelty : befides, I can 
{till have the feeble conſolation of hear- 
ing about her every moment. I tire her 
nurſes with my inquiries, and go a 
thouſand times a day to her room door. 
She i iS inceſſantly deploring her misfor- 
tune in having found in a ſiſter ſhe 
ſo entirely loved, a rival who alicnates 
all hearts from her. From morning till 
nighit ſhe is making compariſons between 
her own merits and mine, and finiſhes 
by proteſting ſhe will never forgive me. 
Thus am I overwhelmed with the hatred 
of my poor ſiſter, who, in truth, has 


cauſe of complaint. Tam not indeed 
_ :* 1 


- (an 9) 1 

o worthy as herſelf. Fatal voyage 
the Lord in his wrath ordained it! In 
addition to my own grief, I have that of 


the Count to ſupport, who, baniſhed 
from his wife's apartment, lives altoge- 


ther in mine. His ſole comfort is to 
impart his affliction to me, and he is in 
a ſtate of dejection impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe, As to Maſtrilli, he never appears 


but with the Marquis. I am grateful to 


the Almighty for the ſtrength he has 
given me; whether it has pleaſed him 
to crown with complete ſucceſs my for- 
mer efforts to eraſe him from my heart, 
or whether my preſent painful ſenſations 
abſorb all others, certain it is, I behold 
him without emotion, and even with a 
degree of indifference that revives and 
chears me. God who ſees and pities 
my weakneſs, has ſpared me the new 
| ſpecies of woe I muſt have endured, had 
I been under the continual neceſſity of 
combating my affections. I verily be- 
lieve 1 ſhould have ſunk under ſuch an 
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( 298 ) 
| oppreſſive weight, for the bare idea of A : 
thought contrary to my, duty, andi to 
dcrhat I owe the moſt reſpectable. of men, 
| makes my hair ſtand on endga 
My fiſter is in the hands of a moſt 
able phyſician, as you may conceive by 
the following inſtance. He declared 
from the firſt, and without the ſmalleſt 
prevention, that her malady originated 
in ſome violent paſſion, and conſequently 
he judged it expedient to renounce the 
methods uſually practiſed in ſuch caſes, 
and adopt a peculiar one, which he aſ- 
ſires us will be infallible. He aſſoci. 
ates the Marquis in the viſits to his pa- 
tient, and gives us his word we ſhall 
ſoon ſee the reſult of it ſucceſsful. I have 
more faith in your preſentiments than in 
his promiſes. God will not refuſe you 
the recovery of this dear child, which I 
have no doubt will be compleat: the 
more bitter the remedy he adminiſters, 
the more efficacious it will prove. I 


adniire with you TY conſolation his Pro- 
5 5 vidence 


"7 > 199 


vidence provides for me in the recefiah\ 


liſhment of my fon's health ; if he 
reſtores me my fiſter and my beloved 
retirement, I ſhall have nothing further 
to deſire. The Marquis this moment 
enters; I will not cloſe my letter till I 
have ſome poſitive account of our pa- 
nent: 1 le 

Ah! my dear mother, what new mii 
Lietawe have I to apprehend ? My ſiſter 
is conſiderably better; every body con- 
firms it, and I can believe it by the joy 


expreſſed in every countenance ; and yet 


the Marquis is in a ſtate of dejection 
that petrifies me with dread. His looks 
were ſo amazingly altered, that the 
Count ſtood motionleſs on beholding 
him. In vain do I inquire the cauſe.of 
his melancholy ; it is as. impoſſible to 
make him divulge as to account for it: 
he fixes his eyes mournfully on me, 


fighs deeply, and ſheds tears, which he 


vainly endeavours to . conceal. The 
Count took him in private, and made 
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"uſe of all his influcnec to perſuade him 
to unburthen his mind; but his efforts 
were unavailing: he perſiſts 1 in a filence 
that diſtracts me. After remaining 
above an hour in his cloſet, where we 
heard him walking up and down like 
one in extreme agitation, he returned to 
my room, told me he would go out for 
A little air, and deſired I would retain 
| Maſtrilli to dinner, in caſe he called 
during his abſence. 1 was averſe to 
. take charge of the invitation , and' believe 
1.coloured, but quickly recovered my- 
ſelf, and promiſed to oblige him. The 
Count would have accompanied him, 
but he begged to be Lone and was 
obeyed. E 1; | 
The preſence of Maftrilli aridlar to 
reſtore the Marquis to ſome degree of 
tranquillity, and he was as chearful as 
our ſituation would permit. I flattered 
myſelf his melancholy was at an end, 
but this hope was of ſhort duration. He 
| mo a moſt reſtleſs night, and Ican- 
. not 


en 
not diveſt myſelf of the idea that I am 


the cauſe of IK. Can he poſſibly have 


: diſcqvered my former unbappy partiality 
1 Maſtrilli ? This would, indeed, be 


the completion of my miſery. Surely L. 


have no reaſon for theſe fears; the 
Count! is the only one who perceived an 
inclination of which I myſelf was igno- 
rant, and I am too well acquainted with 
bis integrity to harbour a doubt of his 
diſcretion. In the firſt emotion occa- 


ſioned by my alarm, I was tempted. to 


throw myſelf at my huſband” s feet, and 


frankly confeſs my former and preſent 


ſentiments ; he is too juſt to impute to 


me as a crime an involuntary preference, 


Which. I combated as ſoon as you re- 
vealed it to me, and over which heaven 
has given me grace to triumph. I have 


no longer cauſe to dread a return of my 
weakneſs in this particular. I aſſure 


you I hate Maſtrilli, and my hatred 
would increaſe, could I ſuppoſe he was 


ien to the pain and uneafineſs | 
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the. Marquis endures; IJ am certainly 


miſtaken in my apprehenſions, yet what 


dould be the meaning of thoſe tears and 
fighs? Tell me your conjectures, my 

dear mother, and inſtruct me in tlie 
conduct J ought to obſerve, if unfortu- 
nately my preſentiments n be veri- 


fed. I am interrupted. : „ vol 


ou have inſi ſted upon my . 
ing nothing from you relative to my 
fiſter: J have vowed to obey you, and, 
indeed, it is only the dread of forfeiting 
my word, induces me to acquaint you 
With the ſtrange remedy they uſe to 
reſtore her reaſon; a fooliſh' waiting 
woman has juſt informed me of it very 
"mul d propos. This filly creature, who 
Was appointed to attend our poor Pa- 


| tient, got away for a moment to come 


and tell me with tears in her eyes, that 
Hhe could no longer ftay in a place 
where I was eBariboalty* traduced. 
ve The Marquis and ie phyſicians 

add ne, alternately ſpeak in of 


2 — * od 10 you, 


| | 15 ass) 

« you, and are not aſhamed to aſſure 
s the | Counteſs that her beauty greatly 
* exceeds, ' and her underſtanding far 
«« ſurpaſſes your's. Not only, Madam, 
«do they inſult you, they are equally 
© treacherous to the Count; for they try 
« to perfuade his lady that the King is in 
« love with her, and only waits her per- 
« fect r aer to make her the firſt lady 
« at court.” At another time I ſhould 
have laughed at the woman's ſimplicity, 
and at the diſpleaſure her affection for 


me occaſioned. I did all in my power 


to bring her to reaſon, and to ſecure her 


filence by, promiſin g to make her for- 
tune, if ſhe could but hold her tongue. 


She is as angry with my ſiſter as with 
tbe Marquis, becauſe ſhe feems to take 
great pleaſure in the ill they fay of me. 
How painfully will this poor woman be 
afflicted, thould ſhe ever know to how 
many witneſſes the has expoſed her foi 
-bles ! 1 ſhall ſpare no pains, to conceal 
It from her, and if heayen grants our 
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prayers for her recovery, I lis remove 
this girl, and ſettle her advantageouſſy 
on one of our eſtates, f in 8 for 
her diſcretion. | 
_ My fiſter ſleeps now very . 
her appetite is returned, and ſhe walks 
in the garden for air, where I ſee her 
from my window, but through the blind, 
for fear ſhe ſhould perceive me. Her 
fever has left her for ſome days, as the 
| doctor has juſt informed me, which he 
predicts to be the fign of a ſpeedy cure: 
he even gives me hopes that I may ſoon 
ſee her without png, previous en 


tion. f * | 
M8 1s * 


J 0 all my . uneaſinel 
anxiety about your health. I tremble 
left you ſhould neglect it. The Mars 
quis has, written to Monfieur Mono at 
Geneva to attend you, in whom he has 
great confidence. God grant you may 0 
have: the ſame. For mercies ſake, my 
deareſt make remember how much I 

ſtand . 
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ſtand in need of your advice, as alſo | 
my poor fiſter. What would become 
of us, if we had the misfortune to loſe 
you? 


Madame Boi MoxwIER to BY Marlin. 


My 42 Child, 


CALL to mind, I entreat you, every 
paſt occurrence of your life: con- 
ſider the tender care with which Pro- 
vidence has conducted you, the miracles. 
he has wrought for your vindication. 
Recollect what { have ſo often told you, 
that the judgments and deſigns of God 

are impenetrable to our - feeble fight, 
and that we cannot ſearch into them 
without temerity. This is the only re- 
medy I can offer you in your preſent 
diſtreſſing fituation. The Marquis's 
melancholy is a labyrinth that bewilders 
me, and J am tempted to adopt your 
ideas reſpecting its cauſe, I muſt not 
: dil- 


# 


- 
— * a * u. 
* . * 2 
* 5 5 — A * 
: 8 7 * * 1 * 


difſemble with you, I think your laſt 
letter had been opened. Perhaps I an 
miſtaken, my imagination may have 
been at work. However, J would adviſe 
you not to write to me direct When you 
have any thing particular to ſay; entruſt 
your letter to the Count, Who will con- 
vey it ſafe to me, and I will anſwer you 
under cover to him. I now return to 
your poor ſiſter, whoſe unhappy con- 
dition would totally overcome me, were 
it not for the reſource Heaven provides 
in the idea J communicated in my Jaſt. 7 

\T again repeat, in the time of proſperity . - 
I trembled for. her more than I do now. 
God, who ſtrikes, will fave her. Acon- 
tinual flow of good fortune attendant on 
vice is the moſt terrible of all puniſh- 
ments, and a ſure mark of reprobation. 
I have always imagined this to be the 
chaſtiſement dreaded by the royal pro- 
Phet, when he ſays, “ puniſh me not in 
thy heavy diſpleaſure.” | truft it is in 
mercy, he dee and humbles my 
IL child ; 
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child; beſeech him —— to 
abridge the term of her correction, and 
render it ſalutary. Alas ! my love, her 
inſanity is not of recent date: the exceſs 
of her pride was a real one, though not 
ſo manifeſt. When I reflect on the 
ſpecies of tranquillity I feel concerning 
her; Jam ready to accuſe myſelf of bars 
barity, yet am I certain fhe is dearer to 
me than ever. But a ſecret voice ſeems 
each moment to ſay, Of what doſt thou 
complain? This dreadful event, 'haft 
thou not wiſhed for and implored it 
from the bottom of thy heart? The 
converſion of this poor ereature de- 
pended on this humiliating occurrence: 
| nothing tefs could tear the veil from her 
eyes, and ſhew her to what lengths he: 
ambition would carry her. This, my 
daughter, is what fupports me, while 
my: heart is torn - with 'anguiſh at her 
ſituation and your's ; yet would 1 not 
change them: I reſpect the decrees of 
the Ahnight a towards WT chils 
url | dren, 


* 


gf Fo « 208 * 
| dn dt carneſfly And 


| condiagtly „ 
rayer of Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
garden of Gives, Ald L att of che Lord 
is. their ſalvation; and what imports the 


way by which h Tauckiaſes to gonduct 


them to it? b de 
My gout. Kill e me of the uſe 
0 my limbs, in, ſpite of fomentations; 


| baths, &c. Fear not that I ſhall neglect 


any thing deemed neceflary for my re- 
lief. God has- entruſted me with the 


care of my body, and it would be an 


offence to him to haſten the moment of 
its diffolution. I therefore reſpect the 


_ phyſician becauſe the ſcripture ordains 


it; as to the ſucceſs of the remedies I 
find it much eaſier. to ſay fat reſpecting 
them, than on what regards you. Thank 


the Marquis ſor me for his kind atten- 


tion; and remember, that theſe ſort of 
diſorders are attended with no danger, 
and that one is quit for ſuffering pain. 
Your ſon is ſo much altered for the better, 
you would, ſcarce know him; my heart 


TY: 0 | tells 


CAS | 
tells mewethall preſerve him. Do you not 
perceive and admire the obſtacles raiſed 
by the Almighty from all eternity againſt 
a journey that would be the object of 
my fondeſt wiſhes, were I capable of 
, defiring any thing? We muſt believe I 
ſhould be uſeleſs, perhaps i a adn for 
he enn all for ths beſt. OR 
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„ * ; and moſt celpected Mother; 


EsrI MATE the confidence 1 repoſe 
in you by the humiliating confeſſion 
J am about to make: eſtimate it by the 
requeſt that will follow this confeſſion: 5 
but firſt, Madam, ſuffer me to ſay, that 
all your inquiries will be fruitleſs after 
the ſource of the fatal intelligence that 
will embitter the remainder of my 
wretched lie. OU OI LAN | DYE 
* 3 have 
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+ have not, then, been ſo fortunate 


I as to make an impreſſion. on the only 


heart of which I coveted the poſſeſſion. 
Duty alone attached your charming 
daughter to me; another has inſpired her 
with thoſe ſentiments that would have 


formed all my ſelicity. Alas! Madam, 


to give you a full idea of theſe emotions 
that now rend my heart, I muſt make 
another avowal : I have ever eſteemed 

the Marchioneſs as the moſt virtuous 

and reſpectable of women; I have felt - 
for her all the confidence of friendſhip ; 

J have reſpected and cheriſhed her as a 
ſiſter; but theſe ſentiments were un- 
mingled with thoſe tumultuous paſſions 
that agitated me in my youth: in ſhort, 
I-was not in love, and to this unhappy 


tranquillity: 3 is owing my preſent mis- 
fortune. How could I expect to inſpire 

my wife with a paſſion of which ſhe. had 
no idea, and of which ſhe ſaw no proofs 
in me? She has rendered me the equi- 


valent ul what I felt for her:; and, how- : 
N 5 erer 


—ͤ—U— — T——— — — u — 


in 


ever inf pid fack a union may appear, 
it ſufficed for my bappineſs. But this 
bleſt time is no more; jealouſy, which 
is commonly the offspring of love, is 
the parent of mine. No ſooner did 1 
| know that ſhe had felt it for another, 
than all the fire of this paſfion kindled 
in my breaſt, though unattended with 
the delightful hope of a return. Shall 
I own to you all my crime and ſolly? 
In my firſt tranſports J dared accuſe her 
of "injuſtice ;: nay more, J imputed her 
averſion to Maſtrilli to diſſimulation. 
I called it affected, and I know not 
what: my emotions were too violent to 
laſt, and deſpair would undoubtedly: 
have'/ terminated my life, had I not 
thought of a ſure expedient to arrive at 
the real knowledge of her ſentiments. 1 
knew the entire confidence ſhe repoſes 
in you, and was convinced of the ſub- 
limity and purity of her virtue; from 
whence I concluded ſhe would ſeek for 
comfort and ſupport in your counſels, in 
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caſe 3 had to combat an involuntary 
attachment. I therefore applied for i in- 
formation to the letter ſhe had Written 
vou immediately after. witneſſing the 
agitation of my mind. I bribed the ſer- 
vant who carried it to the poſt, and in- 
Aſted, u Nenn as; IIA 1 to Me. 11 
to this "aki to vg Fae to allab my princi- : 
ples, and really the contents of this let- 
ter afforded me ſome conſolation. I had 
been alarmed with the account of- a 
paſſion that I imagined ſtill exiſted, but 
was even ignorant of its exiſtence, and 
that your prudent cautions enlightened 
her concerning He 3 77 this diſcovery 
tended to increaſe my reſpect, it alſo 
ſerved to augment my regard for her, 
and it had this effect. For ſome hours 
I regained a degree of compoſure; but 
arent ſoon aroſe to torment my 
ſoul ow happy rival, was he unac- 
15 quainted 


F | 
quainted with his blif ? was rectitude 
of principle the cauſe of his-ſudden de- 
parture 2 or, ſure of being beloved, did 
he only conſent to a rigorous abſence i in 
obedience to a miſtreſs ge timid in- 
nocence was juſtly alarmed ? To whom, 
Madam, but to you, can I apply for the 
ſolution of theſe horrid doubts ; oh know, 
.you carefully. preſerve your lovely 
daughter's letters; they can convince me, 
that ſhe has ever acted like her charming 
ſelf; and I doubt not but in them I ſhall 
find wherewith to diſpel the ſuſpieions y 
think unfounded, but which torment me- 
as much as though they were converted 
into realities. If you grant me this- 
favour, to you I ſhall owe my future 
peace; but if prudence obliges you to. 
deny it, death will be my only alterna-- 
tive, as ſuch a refuſal would lead me to 
think ew” more Nee ws rab 
ſhe-is- 15 {1343-7 of 

4 ines" cer another gel a affedde | 
me as n a8 What I have juſt re- 
i ae 


Ti} 
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q Next to my wife, T never loved 
Ka one equal to the Count: our friend- 
ſhip has ever: been wholly unclouded, ö 
except in that fatal moment When 1 
thought he had deceived me reſpecting 
the miſerable Roſa. I am afſured this 
friend betrayed me, that he paſſionately y 
loved the Marchioneſs, and that it was 
more to his love than his friendſhip 1 
| owed his endeavours to place her near 
the Queen. In vain 1 ſtrive to excuſe 
him to myſelf, by reflecting that it is 
impoſſible to ſee; my wife without adoring 
her; he does not appear the leſs perfi- 
dious, or leſs unworthy of my regard. 
I am perſuaded, if ſuch a paſſion ever 
exiſted it could not eſcape your daugh- 
ter's obſervation; and I ſhall know from 
her letters how to regulate my ſenti- 
ments towards him for the remainder of 
my life. It would be a hard taſk%o_ 
hate him during the few years I have to 
live; in the name of Heaven, Madam, 
vindicate him if it is in your power. 


On 
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oh reading over this letter, 1 find il 
0 extravagant, that J. ſhould be tempted 
to deſtroy it, had I any other reſource for 
my wretchedneſs; ; but, ſuch. is my ſtate 
of mind, that I muſt periſh or have my 
doubts cleared up. In the Marchioneſs's 


bureau you will find A little box, which 
1 know contains your letters; ſhe depo- 


ſited them there before her departure 
for Turin. Do not ſeruple to force the 


lock to obtain this box, and ſend it me 
: by an expreſs. He muſt not alight 
here on his arrival, but at the i >. 
| ſhould expire with ſhame and confuſion, | 


were your virtuous daughter to have the 
leaſt ſurmiſe of my eee 


35. 4%. 3% ©.v * 
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Madame du © Meer ER t the Mitt” | 


How greatly do 1 pity you; 5 my dear 
Marquis; and how much will you 


| hereafter reproach yourſelf for the un- | 


juſtifiable ſtep in which your injurious 
I LE: ſuſpicions 


8 


»4 


any thing. that- — call ably h-1 

her cheek; and YOU- Will conl vour- 
ſelf the moſt guilty. of men . wee 
have read her letters. Lou imagine, 
love! Poor man l muſt then a woman, : 


ho has been ſo fortuna e as from her 


own experience to b be unacquainted with* 
the paſſions, point out their effects to you, 
who have ſo often been their victim > 
Pardon my frankneſs, dear Marquis, but 
I am downright angry with you for tile 
injuſtice you do-) yourſelf... What have 
you been dreaming of 10 a vou 
never was in love with your Be- 
cauſe you had no 3 of . ming 
her, becauſe you ha mu been 16. 


” 27 * 


critical circamſtances (ſuffer me to re- 


call them to your mind), had you not 


unequivocal proofs of her af- 


language ; but the ſenſations that made 
ber ſuppoſe ſhe loved you only from 
duty, were the ſureſt proofs of a far 
more tender attachment. Trained up by 


my aſſiduous care in the habit of mode- 
rating her feelings, which were indeed 


1o regulated, that one might be tempted 
to ſay ſhe had no ſhare in Adam's ſin, 


you muſt not expect to find her violently 


elated even with thoſe things that affect 


her moſt ſenſibly. - Reaſon, prudence, 


modeſty, and decorum, regulate the tenor 
of her conduct. Do you know what 


Vo. II. N alone | 


henfion of lofing it, your love 
mant in your breaſt, are you 
thence to conclude it never exiſted? 
and at what is it alarmed ? In ſome very 


fection? You complain that ber virtue. 
and duty only inſpire the ſentiments ſhe 

has for you; in her letters you will find, 

that vexation once taught her the ſame - 
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ene esuld deprive her of thismmodera- 
ion d the dread of fin; its very ſhadow 
t terriſies her beyond expreſſion; ſhe then 
as à thouſand fears, ſlie exaggerates 
every thing, and” to hear her ſpeak of 
- Herſelf, yo would ſuppoſe” her highly 
= culpable. However, ſhe ſaid the truth 
in regard to her partiality for Maſtrilli, 
which had ſtole into her heart unper- 
ceived. "You will fee ſhe did not think 
| her will an accomplice in the error of 
ber ſenſes. But 1 will not "anticipate : 
"Her letters will better cbnvince you of 
her innocence than could the moſt ela- 
borate diſcourſes. From them you will 
alſo learn how to eftimate the exem plary 
friendſhip” of the Count. It is true, I 
trived the opportunity for informing my 
daughter of his paſſion- This idea was 
very excuſeable: I did not know him, 
and his character is of a perfection not 
Et iy ebnceivable in a man of the great 
2 world: but the exouſe that is allowablc 
TT in 
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in me, you, my dear Marquis, cannot 
alledge : you cannot, without. injuſtice, 
complain of the ſentiments of one Who 
expoſes his life for a rival, and ſtill more 
for a fortunate one. Where will you 
| find a lover who uſes his utmoſt endea- 
vours to bring back a wandering buſband 
to the object of his affections? You ſee, 
my dear friend, I can more readily par- 
don your ſuſpicions of the moſt; virtuous 
of women, than thoſe you harbour to 
the diſparagement of ſo faithful a friend. 
Ie do not inquire whence you received 
the inſormation you juſtly call fatal. A 
day will come, and I truſt in the mercy 
of God it is not very remote, when I 
ſhall have need of all my aſcendancyc over 
the guilty perſon, to ſupport; her mind 
under the pangs of remorſe ſhe will en- 
dure from her indiſoretion, though it 
has been involuntary. Farewell, my 
dear Marquis; take my word for it, you 
may xeſume your ſerenity. Tou would 
51 the, te. moſt ungrateful Of men, if you 
| Le ” 2 ä 
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T | hot eller yourſelf one of the hap- 
1 pielt; for it falls to the lot of few to 
meet, as you have done, with a wife 
- who might ſerve as a model to all others; 
and a friend, who for you has revived 
thoſe miracles of regard one can hardly 
credit while we read them. Let me alfo 
aſſure you, that you have always loved 
the Marchioneſs. All I can allow is, 
that your affeclion has flept too long in 
a continued calm, and that a guſt of 
jealouſy was. [neceſſary to awaken it. 
' You mayperceive I am ſo certain of my 
it daughter s heart, that 1 do not preſs you 
to remove Maſtrilli. She may ſee him 
with impunity, believe me. I would not 
ſay as much to her, for women ſhould 
take a hundred uſeleſs precautionsrather 
than 'miſs one that is requifite. I am 
| delighted at her terrors on this head, and 
| would never ſeek to familiarize her, 1 
= will not ſay with danger, but even with 
I the ſhadow of it. This letter ſhould = 
1 have commenced HH thanking you for 


pour 


Fe 
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your confidence, but Jam w zb enou wb 5 


to believe you a poor diſtreſſed ſoul, who 
trom ſhear. neceſſity was induced to make 


me your confidant. 1 do not treat this 


_ ſubject very ſer iouſly, you find, becauſe: 


Fam not afraid of your malady' 8 being i 
attended with any bad confequences; and 
the little box, into which I have cram 


med my. anſwers, will effeQually.cure 
you, unleſs; your condition is fimilar to. 


that of my poor Counteſs. I broke open, 


the bureau with great good will, and 


felt no ſeruple of conſcience for the 
treachery I was Says towards the 


Marchioneſs. . 
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Malin du Moxrizs to the Count. 


you will; receive. this bar an e 
conveyance, my dear Count, as it is 


of the laſt importance my writing to you 


| ſhould be a profound ſecret. ., L have. at 
length diſcovered the origin of the me- 


; = 1 3 lancholy 
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We that has oppr effed the Marquis | 
for ſome time, and 1 believe F: have: 
| ſcund an sb üs remedy for it; 
though; from the uncertainty of the 
effect it may produce (for violent paſſions 
oftentimes revolt: againſt what is intended 
for their relief); in this uncertainty, * 
ſay, think it expedient to fore warn you. 
The Marquis 1 is no longer unacquainted f 
with your former ſentiments for his wiſe; 
and he is alſo informed of another ſceret;” 
far more fatal to bis repoſe! If by 4 
calamity I dare not think of, the means 

I have uſed to reſtore his tranquility 
ſhould produce a contrary effect, arm 
yourſelf with an unalterable calmneſs 
and patience; it is a fick mind, and a 
wounded heart, that need the greateſt in- 
dulgence. As he knows e every occurrence 
that followed your ancient partiality for 
the Marchioneſs, any queſtions he may 
aſk you on this head anſwer them with- 
out reſerve or heſitation, and ingenu⸗ 
he dhe confeſs the adyenture of the ball 


8 
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in the ſame manner you did to me. The 
ſrmilarity of. our teſtimonies. will ſerve 
to re- aſſure his alarmed delicacy; but, 
above all, I conjure you, by every means 
in your power, to prevent this affair 1 
ſrom coming to the knowledge of the 
Marchioneſs. Her beart would: be 
broken could the ſuſpect the ſtep I have 
| been compelled to take. Alas! mine is 
immerſed in woe; yet J was obliged to 
write with apparent clieerſulneſs to our 
dear Marquis. All your various griefs. 
are re · united in me, and I verily think I 
could ſupport no more: what do I ſay © 
if a ſuperior aid from above did not for- 
tify my ſoul, it would: doubtleſs fink - 
under it. Had I only myſelf to conſult, 
my ſciatica would not prevent me from 
ſettingout immediatel y to mingle my tears - 
with thoſe of my family; but the young 
Marquis retains me, whoſe. health, 
though infinitely better, will not permit 
him to accompany me, and I cannot 
it bim. 1 am, here fore, nailed to the 
1 L4 : croſs. 
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* croſs i in a very painful manner, from 


which time, in its co rſe, brings. me no 
kedlrefs. T count the minutes in ex. 
pectation of the courier's arrival, hoping 
from every one to receive more conſola- 
tory tidings; but ever ſince your acci- 
dent, 1 have not had one that bas not 
added to my affliction. Your's, I know. 
cannot be trifling; and, believe me, I 
am fully ſenſible of the delicacy that 
bas prevented you from ſeeking its al- 
leviation by confiding it to me. "Yer 
this is carrying it too far, iny dear ſon; 
let us uſe the only comfort God has leſt 
us, and do not fear increaſing my trouble, . 
by entruſting me with your's. The 
meaſure is fall, nevertheleſs T dare ven- 
ture to aſſure myſelf, the ſurplus would 
not make it run over. Philoſophy alone 
could not operate ſuch a miracle; had 
I merely that ſupport, I fhould ſay, it 
is enough. 1 fear. I wrote it at the be- 4 
ginning of my letter, which is a mark 
of my PRE, 6 for nd who ſtrength- 


ens. 
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ens my ſoul is able to give much as well 
as little; and if He augments my af- 
flictions, He will Ukewiſe e ** 
reſolution to bear them. e y +» 
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WHEN vor to you laſt pant 
mother, I thought my woes had 
1 their height, and that my heart 
could bear no more without burſting, 
fo. heavily was it oppreſſed; but, O 
good heavens 1. how large is its capacity 
for ſuffering! it ſeems to dilate and ex- 
pand itfelf to inhale freſh grief, and 
could almoſt ay it would in time be- 
come immenſe. I can now hardly doubt 
but that the Marquis is acquainted witn 
my former unhappy penchant for Maſ- 
trilli: the attentive, curious, and me- 
lancholy looks he fixes upon me, as it 


Vers by ealth, ,every time this noble- 
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man viſits us, "give. me an a afl 
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aranice E 


con FOR Ts any tf 0 ng on the 2 


8 aeg who but him could have re- 


vealed' it? Yet 1 muſt ſuſpend my judg- 
ory left it ſhould be erroneous; and, 
Fall « of confidence in his honour, 1 will 
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apply to him to know what I have to 


2 wo +, i& 


hope 5 fear. I write to you immedi- 


+7. 


ately on the. receipt of your's, for my 
ſole happineſs confiſts in unboſoming 
my ; Eriefs to you! and 1 rely) ſo much 


on your goodneſs, that I am fearlefs'df 
importuning you with repetitions, that 
would be irkſome to any one but my 


affectionate mother. The Marquis is no 
longer the ſame man; in ſpite of all His 
endeavours, he cannot conceal the cftiel 
f chagrin that preys upon his mind. He 


is ſcarce. ever at home but for a few: 


1 moments, which he curtails as much” as 


poſſible. He is continually on foot, and 
refuſes the company of the Count, which 
uſed to be one of Las n delights. 
He 
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He went out Wo: this morning, telling | 
us he ſhould, be abſent the whole day. 
His valet, who ſees me nearly « exhaufted 
with. fretting at his ſituation, told me, no 
doubt with a deſire of adminiſtering | 
comfort, that he ſuppoſed his maſter 
had ſome unpleaſant affairs in France; 

he founds his conjectures on theſe cir- 
_eumſtances: his maſter ordered him to 
watch at the poſt-houſe the arrival of 
the courier, that in caſe there ſhould 
be any letters for him, he might take 
them direct to the inn where the Mar- 
quis is to paſs the day. In effect, the 
man's idea gave me ſome ſatisfaction. 
cannot bear to ſee my huſband ſo 
uneaſy; - but- if. I am not the oecaſion of 
i 1 ſhall be able to diſcover, and per- 
haps alleviate it. Ah! had his. trouble 
no other ſource than the loſs of ſome 
| wealth, or any thing of that nature, 
how great would be my joy —-He has 
Lertainly received ſome letters, for your's 
i this moment brought me, and his 
I 8 L.6 5 valet: 
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Valet is not vet returned. 1 told you, . 
that. of all my afflictions the moſt heart- 
el ding was the tho A 1t,of, giving. riſe 
to his; but of what can he reaſonably 
complain? L repeatedly fearch the in- 
maoſt receſſes of my heart, to diſcover if 
it barbours a thought that could offend 9 
bim; but this examination only con- 
firms! me in the certitude that my ſenti- : 
ments are ſuch as he could defire. Time, 
- _ the deſtroyer of all elſe beſides, ſerves 
but to augment my regard for him; and 
each ſucceeding day brings with it an 
inercaſe of my affection. I feel that 
even his preſent ſtate renders him dearer 
to me than ever; and may venture to 
aſſura you, that my terrors concerning 
Maſtrilli were merely imaginary. He 
would be as indifferent to me as an 
one with whom I had the ſmalleſt ac- 
quaintanice ; but the | chagrin he has 
cauſed me for ſome days makes him 
perfectly odions to me. This diſlike is 
| unjuſt 1 own, but it is as involuntary 
as 
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as was 47 former preference. I ſhudder 
as I trace the word, it recalls to mind 
the wretched moment When you un- 
folded to me what was paſſing uncon- 
ſeiouſſy in my breaft. However painful 
may be the recollection of that dread 
moment, I cannot expel it when it 
occurs; it ſeems to annihilate me, and 
fills me with gratitude towards divine 


goodneſs, who has given me ſtrength to 


overcome my inolination as ſoon as it 
was known to me. I never ceaſe to 
offer up my humble thanks for this and 
every other inſtance of bis merciful 
kindneſs, manifeſted by the continua 
help he beſtowis upon me. I experience 


the truth of your promiſes, that the 
Almighty proportions our ſtrength to 
the woes he inflicts. My fiſter's fitua- 
tion is a very great one; they aſſure me 


ſhe's better, but 1 am not convinced; 
for I perceive they do not ſcruple to 
deceive me, and till T am permitted to. 
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Alas! my dear e it is ha cer- 


ea tain, the Marquis knows my weakneſs. 
| This dear huſband, for whom | would 
a thouſand times ſatrifice my life; is on 


the point of loſing His by the conviction. 


that wy heart has ſuffered itſelf to be. 
| betrayed into thoſe ſentiments for ano-- 


ther to. which he had an excluſive right,. 


and which have rendered me unfaithful 


in his eyes, if that can be called infide- 


| bty where the will has no part, and that 


was only an error of my, ſenſes; If the 


Count in your name had not reſtrained ; 

me, I would have inſtantly gone and 
chrown myſelf at the Marquis's feet, and 
have offered my life as an expiation for 
an .offence. that bas already. coſt me ſo 


many tears. I ſhall wait your advice fince 


he deſires it, and 1 hope it will accord 
with my wiſhes, beſides that it will be 


a means 0 ae ler my Awe Gf owe 
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can commit an involuntary one), it 
would doubtleſs induce him to rid me 


of the fight of fo deteſted an object. 
When I tell. yo the Marquis knows 
all, 1 do not ſpeak from abſolute cer- 


"2 tainty, but merely from ſtrong con- 


jecture. The Count, in the utmoſt "iti 


ſpair, has juſt acknowledged, that in 


order to perſuade my fi ſter to endeavour 
to vanquiſh her pride he cited my ex- 


ample, and informed her of the violent 


conflict he faw me ſuſtain to ftifle in its 


birth a paſſion that did not ſurvive my. 


knowledge of it four and twenty hours: 
and he ſuſpects this fatal fecret may 


have eſcaped her i in her delirium. The 


grief of this reſpectable friend is not to 
be conceived, fo that inſtead of reproach- 


: ing him for his indiſcretion as! intended, 


I was obliged to conſole him, and to 


plead the cauſe of my poor ſiſter againſt 


whom he is highly incenſed, and indeed 


you cannot imagine what he has ſuf- 
fered from her arrogance ſince his mar- 


riage. 8 
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rage. She has ſer him at variance with, 
all his friends, and has created him ſe⸗ 
veral very uppleaſant affairs. 1 am ex- | 
tremely unwilling to.inform you of what | 
I am ſure muſt ſenſibly affect you, but 
| two. reaſons compel me to it: the firſt 
*that I have promiſed to conceal. 
nothing from you that regards her ; ; and. 
the next, that you' only can reſtore her. 
the affections of her huſband, if Heaven 
grants our Prayers for her recovery. He 
ſwears that nothing but his reſpect for 
you retains him in the ſame place with 

her; but that he ſhall evermore behold: 
her with abhorrence. There are but 
theſe powerf ul motives could have made 
me reveal the exceſs of evils this poor. 
woman has brought upon herſelf through. 
ber own. fault, My heart is an utter 
ſtranger to hatred and revenge ; and. ; 

notwithſtanding the harm the has done 
me, God is my. witneſs, that not only 35 
have not the leaſt ſhadow of reſentment 
towards goon but that, on the contrary, 
te 


| 8 


(408 JN 
the i 1s as s dear to me as ever. To all my 
otlier troubles i is joined uncaſineſs about 


your lituation: you are far from any aſ-, 
fitance, and Monſ. Mx can ſee vou, 
but ſeldom; your natural activity muſt 


render your. preſent fiate truly irkſome. 


How excruciating the torment to be 


torn by ſuch oppoſite daties, that to 
fulfill one is to neglect another! One 
ſhould inevitably ſink under it, but for 


the, conſideration that the with. of God; 


prefides alike over great and ſmall events, 
over painful and unpleaſant occurrences, 


and thoſe that bring comfort to us:; in: 
ſhort, over all things, and in all places. 
This is what determines me to remain 


where J am, and to think it beſt becauſe: 
He has placed me here. This thought, 


ſo neceſſary to my repoſe, I have carved. . 


on the bark of many of our trees, where 


you may read ſometimes, at, ſometimes, 
He has done all things well ; whatever is, 
is beſt. $3 have written it in my apart- 


ment, and T ſupplicate the Lord to en- 


grave 
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griive it on my heart. -His divine good. 


neſs accords me another ſatisfaction, my 


deareſt mother, in your letters. Juſtly 
may I apply this ſimile to myſelf: my 
Poor heart, like a dry and thirſty land, 


is ſcorched and parched up, and on poſt 
days it inhales the de that refreſhes and 
fortifies it. I am very. thankful to the 
Almighty that he has preſerved your 
hands from the gout: our correſpondence | 


is of a nature not to be entruſted! to a 


third perſon ; in that caſe I ſhould have; 
ANY bereft of my ſole remaining com- 


fort. I muſt quickly oxpeb that des it 


makes me wretched: + © 0 

I can hardly believe the — 25 
would ſeck the confirmation of his ſuſ- 
picions in my letters; ſk uppoſing he har- ig 
bours any, it is ſo very foreign to his 


character. A fit of paſſion may un- 
doubtediy occaſion a degeneracy, but E 
have à better reaſon for imagining he 
would not thus degrade himſelf; if my 
ſiſtor has ſpoke, the. has done it. in A. 


7 ___ A 
rot | | Way 


(7.299% )5. | 
way to leave no doubt, and as in her 
preſent ſtate it is not likely ſhe was nice 
in her expreſſions, God knows but ſhe 
N have ends nene the truth. 


1 
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by rom. | he Marguis 7 Madame 4. 


Moxrizz. 


How pense is my . 
dear and moſt reſpected friend! Pa- 
rent, moſt worthy of a better ſon , How 
much am I aſhamed of all the afflic- 
tion my extravagant paſſion muſt have 
given you. My confuſion and my gra- 
titude are equal; your letter calmed, as 
it were, by miracle, the crucl agitation 
of my reaſon and my ſoul. My cure is: 
perfect and entire, of which I can give 
you an incontrovertible proof. The meſ- 
ſenger will reſtore you the little box in 
the ſame ſtate as you ſent it to me: it 
has never been out of his hands, | 
* the” any effort to * the x peſilſof 
- thoſe 
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| bog letters I had deſired with ſo much: | 
avidity, that my life. ſeemed to depend 
on this gratification. | How great Was: 
my ſurpriſe to find my curioſity expire 
on reading your letter 1 expected a rẽ- 
ſuſal, and the. ſtrong conviction J felt 
that you would never conſent to entruſt 
me with papers, containing, asI thought, 
manifeſt proofs of my wife's infidelity of. 
affection, was partly the cauſe of the 
dreadful and inexpreflible conflict F/ 
have endured. Your. noble, frankneſs, 
in reſigning them to me, convinces me 
of the injuſtice of my ſuſpicions, and 1 
ſhould have bluſhed to have required 
any other ſurety ſor your aſſertions than 
your own. word. My expreſſions fall 
very ſhort of my feelings, but do not 
impute the diſorder of this letter to any 
remains of jealous embarraſſment, but 
| to,my. joy at being delivered from Tuch, 
a humiliating, and terrible diſeaſe. I 
feel like a criminal whoſe chains are 
juſt Ingeeteff, in. bis firſt tumultuous: 
WEE, 5 tranſports 


* 


{889/13 
tranſports of fatisfaQion,” he is incapa- 
ble of doing juſtice to his feelings, and 


His confuſed and hurried manner be- 


ſpeaks the agitation of his mind. Your 
lovely daughter will, IT dare ſay, atteſt 
my recovery: ſhe ſeems to have re- 
gained new life ſince ſhe has ſeen me 
freed from the enormous load that op- 
preſſed me, and the reaſon of which 
ſhe happily could not deviſe. How do 
I reproach myſelf for all the uneaſineſs 
T have cauſed this dear and reſpectable 8 
woman! with truth may I ſay, Jam to 

her a huſband of pain and grief. No 

ſooner was the bandage of jealouſy re- 

moved from my eyes, than memory re- 
traced the many pangs I have occa- 
ſioned her: my heart bledat the remem- 
brance, and for the firſt time of my liſe 
T beheld my tears flow. I ſhould never 
have conceived that at fiſty years of 

age I ſhould have been ſo much af- 

fected. My conſeience dictated the re- 

proaches you generoufly withheld. Me- 
4 oY . 
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chanicall 7 I exclaimed, how unjuſt we 
dure! W e regard real vice in ourſelves as 
trifling and inſignificant, while we con- 

- -firve the flighteſt deviation from duty 
in our wives into a crime. We have 
enacted laws, but equity did not preſide 
in their eſtabliſnment. What right 
had I to complain if my dear Marchio- 
nes had ſought to indemnify herſelf in 
her liking, for Maſtrilli, for the injury I 
did her in giving her a rival. Her vir- 
tue preſerved me from this misfortune, I 
ought therefore to repay this ſacrifice 
with an unlimited confidence. I recol- 
lect the violence of her emotions for ſour 
and twenty hours immediately preceding 
Maſtrillis departure; and I well remem- 
ber her grief could not reſult from the 
fear of lofing bim, for the evening of 
that ſame day he had reſol ved to remain 
at Turin; his change of purpoſe was 
ſudden, and could not have been fore- 
3 the Marchioneſs, I muſt own 
n pats on this head I have ſome remains 
en 1 5 of 
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of curioſity which 1, dare bardly. entreat 


Fou to ſatisfy, though I have no doubt 


but in this inſtance. of my wife's con- 
duct I ſhould find freſn cauſe of admi- 


ration. I rely wholly on your prudence, 
and ſhall be content in whatever man- 


ner you chooſe to reply. I am no leſs 
ſenſible of my injuſtice towards the 


Count; he is, indeed, a model of per- 


fe friendſhip. I muſt be blind not to 
acknowledge that heaven has favoured 


me with its-choiceſt bleſſings; for a true 
friend is certainly the moſt rare and in- 
eſtimable benefit it can beſtow on men 
to temper the evils they muſt undergo in 


this vale of tears and miſery; and in a 


i ſpecial manner has it doubled to me this 
Precious and invaluable. treaſure, by 


granting me a ſecond friend in a mother 


J cannot ſufficiently reſpect. I ſhould 


never finiſn did J attempt to deſcribe the 


delightſul ſenſations this thought creates 
in my ſoul; but I fear to paint them in 
colours too weak. There are ideas which 
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Lan only be felt, and which are utterly 
loſt in deſeription. 


Here is a ſecond abſenee of Maſtrilli 
unſoreſeen and unaccountable, and at 
which the Marchioneſs teſtified un- 
ſeigned pleaſure, wholly free as I could 
diſcern from the leaſt particle of reſtraint. 
Would you believe it aſter all I have 
ſaid, that I have been for ſome moments 
in danger of a relapſe? My wife certainly 
no longer loves Maſtrilh ; but ſhe is ap- 
5 prehenſive of herſelf, and this dread 
ſtruck me as the remains of partiality; 
in your letter I found a remedy for this 
return of jealouſy: ſhe herſelf had no rea- 
ſon ſor diſquiet, you inſpired her with it, 
and heaven in directing you to tell me 
of it, prepared beforehand the cure of 
an evil that ſcarce exiſted. God grant 
it may be the laſt attack of jealouſy I 
may ever fuſtain. I would venture to 
promiſe it, if the cruel ills that cauſe this 
paſſiorf could become a preſervative 
againſt it. I * 9 of the Coun- 
> teſs, 
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teſs, as my wife has undchtalley to give 
you an account of her; indeed, I have 
ſeen very little of her for ſome days, for 

I wiſhed to divert my thoughts; beſides, 
they ſay ſhe is well enough towriteto you 
herſelf. You will be better able to judge 
of the ſtate of ber mind, by her ſtile, 
than we can; for ſhe preſer ves a conſtant 
ewes interrupted only ſometimes by 
a few monyſyllables, and thoſe pro- 
ae with evident pain. 6 


I remain, | 
| With the trueſt reſſ pea and gratitude, 
EEE] Ke. £432 
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> DSC Prom the: Comes? ay | Madame. 4. 


Mor IRR. * 


| You: oblige me to break 71 my ” 


dear and much reſpected mother; 
could you not foreſee the reaſons that 


forced me to keep it? You ſay the mea- 
Lure is full, yet that nothing can make it 
run over; this aſſurance cannot perſuade 
me to unfold to you my heart ; my pen 
Iafules to trace its ſentiments. F or ever 


1:1® To e properly theſe U it muſt 
4 be obſerved, that the Marqnis, his lady, and the 


Count, wrote on the ſame day, The Marquis 


\ 


declares himſelf cured of his jealouſy, while his 


7 lady continues to complain « of i It; becauſe he wrote 
from the inn where the expreſs arrived that 
brought him the promiſed letters, and had not yet 
ſeen the Marchioneſs, who was ſtill ignorant of the 


change. The poſt likewiſe travelling faſter than 
the-expreſs which carried the Marquis's letter, 
Madame du Montier replies to the Count and 
her daughter, before ſhe knew the happy effect 
her” s had had on the Marquis. 


have 
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ww I loſt all hope of peace and tran- 


quillity ; nothing can ever atone for the 


evils my indiſcretion has occaſioned ; 

nothing can ever efface from my remem- 
| brance but in you I reſpect the cauſe 
of all 1 my woes; aſk me no more, my 


; heart will not obey: it is too ſorely 


wounded ever to be healed. My at- 


tachment for the family into which you 


have done me the honour to admit me, 


makes me avoid an eclat, otherwiſe 


would I fly to the fartheſt part of the 


World—but I will ſay no more, my 


thoughts ſhall not tranſpire. 


I ſhall act as you enjoin towards the 
Marquis: you will always find me ready 
to obey, provided you do not exact im- 


- poſſibilities, and it would be ſuch, to 


demand eſteem and love ſor one whom 
* can never more beh old but with aver- 
ſion bordering on hatred, and contempt 


too well merited, ever to be effaced, ' 
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To 0 25 Marchions 21. * 4 *, 


| 5 PRAISE God, deareſt child. ſor the 


abundant grace | he ſhowers down up- 
on you, who are truly to me a daughter 
of comfort. The croſs events, the re- 
doubled afflictions you have undergone 
for ſome years, begin | to have their pro- 
per effect on your mind; it is ſtrength- 
ened and fortified, and if I may ſo ſay, 
altered ſrom its original bias, which was 


| timid and puſillanimous. Vou will 
x ſoon riſe ſuperior to all events whatſo- 


ever, while thoſe I called my heroes 
fink under them. But do not ſuppoſe b 


| you will. attain inſenfibility ; God for- 


bid ! This diſpoſition, . which I regard 
as monſtrous, is my abhorrence. Solid 


| virtue, ſo far from hardening the heart 
and rad it callous to ſufferings, 


à— -. <* inclines 


62450 

iuclines a true chriſtian to love, with 
greater tenderneſs than another, the 
things ſhe ought to. love, and conſe- 
quently makes her feel more keenly the 
misfortunes of theſe objects of her affec- 
tion; but ſhe grieves without the de- 
jection of deſpair, and as you obſerve in 
pour laſt, never loſes fight of the hand 
that ſtrikes, and conducts. all for our 
final good. I am fo convinced of your 
entire refignation to the will of God, 


that I would not leflen the merit of 


your ſubmiſſion by concealing from you 


that your troubles may yet increaſe. 


The addreſs of the Almighty, if I may 


| uſe. the expreſſion, knows no bounds. 
When he ſecs fit to lead a ſoul to per- 


fection, he can cauſe ſources of pain to 


ſpring up in the very boſom of felicity, 
and for it can plant thorns where roſes 
only appeared to bloom. - Humble 


yourſelf therefore by this reflection, ; 


how unworthy you are that God ſhould 
chooſe you to partake of his cup: let your 
M 3 reſignation 


4 


=; 


woes Big Ht Poe — — 
- 1 - 

- * T: „ . 
Nr. r N <A. * 
r Ha 3 
E TREES T2 ESD WE 

= nt r 7 * 
: ESI — <8 
1 4 —_—— 


— ar Ang. 
8 
pt ESE. 
n 
44s — —— ET 


on ts EI 
- 84-68 * 2 8 2 pv 


2 — — — ” 
F _ = LES ſg — ; Abe 
. 
r 


— , . n 8 5 
_ 2 — — gb ST — _ <a 
A C'S — ; "22 . — 4 
£7" "Si < = —— — 8 — — . — ——. 1 — — 
— IE In oY WET SEAT To Ec: _—_ OTF : 
— 5 : y . I OE Or” - p — — - — "Pa "44 = 
— - _ ww: > 2 x 2 + r * 2 = : _ 
oe l 5 — . I ure = —————— * — — : . - ; 
— * - 2 222 58 . — * TH AL — G 7 jp I — rr eo, 1 
lo * F 2 "pa 4 $ 5 222 2 % * — 8 15 — 4 
e 8 * 5 "Ry wy 3 2 r : 2 - r . 5 2 
: 2 A OT > A * — - = y 7 * me, 1 
ey ; Fan's \ dy OE EE ES I. e! , i 
J \ Cond Ea _ — e ö . "RON 4 . = l 
—*—— e. , R an. 
, Vn es \ 4 n * * RN * » 44. . * 
n 7 7 1 W 1 p " + * 1 
paſts 


"ul — 2 * * 
— S__ 18 
— 2 — 2 — 
— ws EPL. 
3 
. #8; 


P * Ts 2 _ 1 
RAE 2 * 7 5 Dr 


4 
£ 
— 
> 
+. 
* 
1 
* 
N. 
bl 
t 
N. 
2 
4 
5 
* 
L. 
4 
i 
* 
* 
* 
, 
1 


= / 
ay 


(46) 


i 10 ignation be bb boundleſs, ard} Vittiout c 


E durfelf to foreſte any thir ng 
certain in futurity, ſubmit implicitly, 
and be prepared for every change.” Such 
is the diſpoſition divine Providence has 
graciouſly implanted i in me, We ought 
not, I fay, to prognoſticate certaitities, 
Wan) we are only capable of ſupport- 


ing : evils * as they ariſe Prtogreſfively. 


Could 1 have ſeen reunited under one 

point of view, all I have endured in the 
ſpace bf a year; your ſiſter's illneſs, 
your ſon's bad ſtate of health, &c. na- 


ture muſt have ſunk under the burden. = 


Each ſucceffive misfortune I regard as 
the laſt period of calamity, and think it 
impoſſible to ſtrugg gle with more; but as 
long as we- remain on earth, there will 
"fill be one to come: let us therefore 
Prepare our hearts for it, and if our faith 
18 good, we ſhall walk without finking 
on th e waters of tribulation, like Saint 
Peter, whoſe moment of danger was the 
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Be . no concern, 1 beſeech you, 
fr my health; it is exceeding good, ex- 
cepting the ſciatica, which renders my 
legs very heavy ; for I hobble about a 
little, as Frances ſays; I give you her 
own words. The Marquis's phyfician 


\ 


viſits me twice a week, and I follow his 2 


directions out of pure complaiſance; for 
1am perſuaded our village ſurgeon 
would have ſufficed for all I wanted, 


which, in truth, is not much ; _ theſe | 


pains muſt have their courſe. 


I cannot, from what you relate, judge 


deciſively of our dear Marquis, but I 
ſhould be tempted to think ſome diſ- 
courſe of your unhappy ſiſter's may 
have produced thoſe clouds of dejection 
that alarm you. Take my advice, my 


dear child; to avoid being deceived, put 


things at the worſt; perſuade yourſelf 
that he knows your weakneſs, and ſuffer 


"0 willingly the humiliation that muſt ac- 


company this reflection: it will be ſo 
much the more ſalutary as you have not 
| ; M +1 deſerved 


Ro 
. 11 = 1 


| ſerved it, as — vote chess, 
and as - Proceeds direct from the hand 

ef God Selfflove is ſo ſubtle and in- 
JIE that it every where obtrades it- 
ſelf, even in the good deeds: of which 
we are the free agents! To aſcertain 
whether our virtue be not merely ima- 
ginary, we ſhould attentively examine 
our behaviour under thoſe trials Provi- 
dence inflicts, and which come upon us 
as it were unawares. Is it not true, 
deareſt child; that of every ſpecies.of hu- 
miliation, that appears the moſt dread- 
ful which you' now apprehend, -and is 
the one you would leaſt have wihed ? 
And yet faith, as well as reaſon teaches, 
you that it is the beſt and moſt profi- 
table, ſince it is what the Lord appoints. 
Your poor ſifter would, I am certain, 
have conſented to any thing rather than 
to her preſent terrible fituation; it is, 
however, the only remedy that can effec- 
tually and radically cure her, ſince it is 
dhe one He preſcribes, I know not whe- 
221 | | ther 


atfliction we labour under. 
ing comfort, for inſtance; does it afford 
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| ther what I preſage with regard to 3 
be imputed to imagination, which 


2 perſuades itſelf of the accompliſh- 


ment of what it ardently deſires, Or whe- | 


ther it is a preſentiment given me from 
above to ſupport my conſtancy and re- 


ſolution. Whatever it may be, I am 
convinced the end of all this, wilt be a 


total change of diſpoſition in this dear 
child. Her pride and ambition wilt be 
entirely eruſhed and eradicated, and we 


' ſhall behold her ſincerely converted. If 


this happineſs. awaits, her, I forewarn 
you ſhe: will go far. in the career of vir- 


tue, and I ſhall, have nothing more to 


do than to reſtrain her. This idea never 
for an inſtant forſakes me, and I live in 


the bleſſed hope of ſeeing it realiſed. 


Thus does the God of Mercy contrive 
conſolation for us proportioned to the: 


What ſooth- 


me to ſce your ſon in a ſtate of health 
hat oC. wholly. path, with 
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mer we leg his, dine child, 
b to mera moſt deligiitful — — 
"Gb ſenſe preſides over all he ſays: no 
Brilliant fallies of wit; but an equal re- 
gular courſe of thought that pleaſes with- 
but aſtonifhing. I think I can give you 
His" horbſcope. If the Almighty pre- 
Tetves him tous, he will be a truly good 
man in the fulleſt extent of the word; 
Aid only on theſe conditions de " im- 
Pore His He.. N The 
Farewell, deareſt child; traſt; aß. 
Genter Ang reſignation, are what I moſt 
Kervettehn Aire for you and myſelf; the, 
i Cath, wwe have (rome need o of them, 
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bf AND don eall your leber a Lildepot 
-126he/ my dear Count? Ah what a 
-ettiel-onie tt is, and what could you ſay 
Rar cd . more! ?..] will not 


LI ; | endea- 


7 
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| endeavour to extenuate the cauſe of all 


your grief: I own that a union, which 
would have proved a ſource, of happi- 
neſs had my prayers been heard, is be- 


come a fruitful one of direful woe to 


you; but have you nothing to atone for, 


to expiate in the ſight of the Moſt 


High? The confidence you repoſe in me 
entitles me to ſpeak to you ingenuouſly. 


Call to mind a converſation we had to- 


gether a few days before your departure 


for Turin, wherein you confeſſed that, 


under the appellation of a good man, 
according to the ſenſe the world annexes 

to the word, you concealed anti- chriſ- 
tian principles; that your affedions 


were fixed on periſhable objects, that, 


indifferent to the works of ſalvation, and 
deaf to the voice of Godz you fulfilled 
the duties of chriſtianity merely out of 
regard to decency, and , cuſtom, your 


heart and mind having no ſhare in them. 
Recollect you then thought this hea- 


an life, What indeed it is, highly 
= M 6 | criminal 
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in the fight < of himwho created | 

Ja 24 haſelf alone. Lou ſhudde red at ; 
what you had to n "_— Tus abe 


not m I 3 45 © lie more hos 
_ formable to the name of «cbriſtian, but 
by a ſevere and rigid penitence; and 


you lamented having entered into en- 


gagements that would prevent your 
practiing it: you earnefily entreated the 
Almighty to chaſten you in this world, 
that you might obtain meroy in the 
world to come. What is become of 
theſe happy diſpoſitions At the mo- 
ment your prayers are granted, you 
rebel againſt his divine will. Your 
wiſe with extreme ingratitude has for- 
gotten her many obligations to you; 
but has not God done much more for 
vou in creating and redeeming, and 
p61 with 3 00 gat 


101 ene How. can you 1 to im- 
11 0: plore 
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Nee his forgiveneſs ; you, who hive ws 
mercy for a poor creature now under his 
chaſtiſing hand; and perhaps on the 
point of becoming an object of his ten+ 
derneſs by a fincere converſion % You 
hate and deſpiſe her; do you know that 
theſe ſentiments bring you down to her 
level, and deprive you of the right of 
treating her as culpable? And, indeed, 
of What is ſhe guilty? of having given 
way to pride; you yield ſufficiently to 
hatred. Her youth offers her conſide- 
rable reſources, and a great length of 
time to repair her exceſſes; but in what 
time do you pretend to atore for yours 
fince in the few years ſtill remaining; 
ou think only of accumulating your 
tranſgreſſions? Ah! my dear Count; 
the loſs of your fortune, your reputation 
your health; and even your life, would 
make me far leſs ' wretched "than the 
knowledge of your. unhappy diſpoſitions! 
Muſt grief then terminate à life which 
7 Sus: had Ry for you earmot 
* ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe, can ſuſtain. thay weight: of ſuch 
heavy calamities. Lou will bring down 
my old age with tears and ſorrow o the 
grave. Alas! dear Count, I relied on 
you as I did upon the Marchioneſs. 
What example ſo worthy of imitation 
as her's? Enumerate, if poſſible, the va- 
rious trials with which Providence has 
favoured her ſince her marriage. In 
the language of the fleſh might I not 
ſay, was ſhe formed to encounter ſuch 
misfortunes? The high rank to which 
ſhe was exalted, without even her own 
wiſhes, the great wealth ſhepoſlefles; in 
a word, all thoſe frivolous advantages 

the world rates fo high ; what have they 
proved to her but an unſailing ſource of 
the bittereſt evils? evils to which ſhe 
would haye been a ſtranger in her ſor - 
mer lowly ſtate. The reflection I now 
make, ſhe neyer uttered, tranquil under 
the hand of God, no complaint, no 
wurm ever clouded her perſect refig- 
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dai with Saint Auguſtin, « the feeble 
on attain the joys of thy kingdom, ' whilſt 


"# 


«we With all our courage and wiſdom 
remain behind.“ | 
You would think yourſelf grofily'# ri 
ſulted, did any one ſay you were leſs 
courageous than a woman, and would 
ſet no bounds to your reſentment, if a 
man was bold enough to tell you ſo to 
Four face. Does this reproof appear 
like an affront ? bluſh then that you de- 
ſerve it. Raiſe yourſelf above the com- 
mon herd, and ſhew yourſelf a true 
chriſtian. ¶ you love theſe only who love 
you, fays our divine Maſter, what thank 
have you, for pagans and publicans do the 
. Jamie's But T fay Ken ore love thoſe th 
hate am perecnie you. The celeſtial 
Father cafes his ſan to mite alike upon 
the wicked as the juſt.” He does not 
refuſe his rays to you who are now dif 
Gbediefit to his commands; he makes 
mE A PDF werk mortal, His inſtrument 
to — to the lo r obſervance 
(3411 % * of 


r 
| of his holy law, and to enable you, to 
receive his mercy. , Can you withhold 
it from 2 a ſinner Who is lets culpable to- 
wards vou than you are towards him ? 
No,. my dear Count your heart is not 
formed for hatred : you will van quiſh 
the tranſient emotion. that overcame 
vou, and by this ſacrifice will merit the | 
Lord's forgivencls ; Y for, be aſſured, he 
will uſe, the fame meaſure towards you | 
as you ſhall uſe towards. my unhappy 
daughter. You are now the arbiter of 
the judgment he. ſhall. one day pro- 
nounce on yourſelf. You are about to 
offer him the model. of your Oπ²n ſen- 
| tence. , If you are Litho mercy, ex 
pect it not from him. How can your 
anger ſubſiſt a moment in competition 
with this truth? It would be a depravity 
of heart of which I do not think you ca- 
pable. What innumerable bleflings 
Will ſuch a-facrifice draw down upon 
you Who knows but even in this life you 
may woe en recbmpenſe? Fou will 


17 * n 8 
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perhaps, if I may ſo ſay, oblige the juf- | 


tice of God to yield to his clemency: 


perhaps 1 ſhall be indebted. to you for | 


a twofold miracle in the reſtoration of 
my child's. body and ſoul; Jet me 
owe it to you, my ſon, my dear ſon; I 


beſeech you. by the unalterable friend- 


ſhip you have ſworn to me, or rather, I 
beſeech you in the name of: Jeſus. 


Your anſwer will give n me cither hte Or 


death. 


Madame du MonTr1tr to abs Margui. 


-F HAD a very high opinion of your re- 


_ ſolution and virtue, my dear Marquis, 


notwithſtanding which I will frankly. 
acknowledge! did not expect you would 


carry your heroiſm ſo far. I fay hero- 


iſm, without any fear of degrading the 
expreſſion by applying it on an occaſion 


that would eam af liall importance to 
| vulgar 
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| vulgar. minds. Thoſe who .compoſe 
this claſs: of wankind, dignify with tbe 
name of hero ſuch only as are diſtin- 
guiſhed by brilliant and ſtriking. ex- 
ploits; when, in truth, there are num- 
berleſs circumſtances in which men of 
ſwall courage may perſorm them. The 
dazzling luſtre of the action, the ap- 
plauſe and glory that follow it, intoxi- 
| cate. the pretended hero, who, in cool 
blood and in his ordinary fate of mind, 
. would be a perſect ſtranger to heroiſm, | 
and utterly incapuble of attaining it by 

ſurmounting his natural pufillanimity- 
In my opinion it is not the greatneſs of 

the action, but its difficulty, that conſti- 


tutes the degree of glory annexed to it; 


and again, glory ought not to be the 
ſole motive, but a real regard to juſtice 
and integrity ſhould animate the breaft 
of him who. performs. it. He ſhould be 

equally zealous when. God is his only 

witneſs, as if the eyes of an approving 
nul de Were. fixed. upon bim. It is 
I 4 according 


% 


"4 259 ) 
according to this definition of the word 
(which I confider as the only true one) 


that I eftimate what you have done; 


which unqueſtionably coft you more 
than if you had expoſed yourſelf to the 
cannon's mouth, as has been frequently 
the caſe, unmindful of the danger you 
encountered. I am ſure you now tafte 
the joyful fruits of. your victory. Peace 
of mind, that ineſtimable and rare trea- 
ſure, amply repays all your ſufferings; 
and I, who have facrificed nothing, 
participate in your triumph. With 
what trembling anxiety did I expect the 
: poſt after the receipt of your firſt letter! 
I'was in a ſimilar condition to one who 
is on the point of receiving ſentence of 
death; my preſent ſenſations are very dif- 
ferent ,though each hour will ſeem an age 


till I can enjoy the heartfelt ſatisfaction of 


my dear Marchionefs,” L imagine her 


laſt letter was written during your ab. 
ſence, and before ſhe could Perceive the 


| bappy oe” you” announce.” Tou 
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me, heedleſs of any ha 
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wiſh to know the cauſe; of Mafarilli' 


1 | Th is — * Was dit. 


tracted, you may remember, at Matil- 
da's reſuſal, and his only pleaſure con- 
fiſted in talking of his paſſion and his 
wretchednefs to your wife. Compaſ⸗- 
ſion awakened in her heart a ſort of 
tender emotion, which the painted. to 
arm, but which I 
dreaded in its confequences, confidering 


; her then critical ſituation. It was ex» 


actly at the time ſhe felt the firfl ſparks 


of jealouſy,” when an error you have 
ſufficiently deplored, had greatly eſtrang- 


ed your affections from her. The com- 


pariſon of Maftrilli's ardent love for her 
fiſter with your, indifference to herſelf, 
drew from her mournful complainings; 


and, ſenſible of the danger of this ſtate, 
I choſe rather to alarm her unnceſſarily 
than leave her _ expoſed to a peril ſhe 


| did not foreſee : her ſelf-love was Cru- 


8 - a . 


( 


elly wounded, her tenderneſs for pon 
grievouſly offended, and in ſuch a caſe 
anger is a dangerous counſellor. The 
effects my letter produced terrified me 
beyond meaſure: the very ſhadow of a 
thought contrary to her duty, harrowed 
up her pure and timid ſoul, and nearly 
occaſioned her death. Dummen to 
fly from a danger I had conſic 
aggerated, as before obſerved; ſhe ap- 


plied to the Count, and regardleſs of the 


conſtruction he might put upon her re- 


queſt, conjured him to contrive ſome 
means of removing Maſtrilli for ever 
from her fight. The Count promiſed. 


her he would, and, not to betray the 
Marchioneſs, ſpoke in Matilda's name, 
againſt whom you was then much ex- 
aſperated, and hinted to this nobleman 
that the only way to avoid incurring her 
abſolute deteſtation, was to abfent him- 
Himſelf; and by ſo doing, relieve her 


from the ſpecies of perſecution; he invo- 
untarily expoſed her to. This, my 


derably ex- 


one 
£4543 
? 


0262 


dear Marquis, occafioned a departure, 
the real motives. of which Maſtrilli was 
far from ſuſpecting. Lou would have 
found this detail in the letters you have 


returned, the peruſal of which could not 


but have increaſed your reſpect and ad- 
miration for your virtuous wife. Of 
this J am ſo firmly perſuaded, that 1 
ſhall employ, my leiſure, hours in copy- 
ing before. I replace them, and ſhall in- 
ſiſt upon our reading them together 
when the time of our reunion. arrives, 
But I cannot wait till then to give you 
an indubitable proof of her regard for 
you. 1; encloſe you the letter ſhe bas 
juſt written me, and I only require as a 
| zeward for my. infidelity, that you ob- 
ſerye the ſtricteſt ſecrecy. towards ber, 
Poor woman! how inconſolable would 
ſhe be, could ſhe ſuſpect my treachery; 
and really ſhe has had ſufficient trouble 
without this addition. She ſhould have 
ſome reſpite. | | 


: You 
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Lou muſt. be ſenfible I am acquainted 


with the origin of your ſuſpicions; and 
when you read your wife's letter, you 
will be convinced ſhe is ſo likewiſe. 
Imitate her generous pardon of her fiſter; 
you have all ' juſt cauſe” of complaint 
againſt this poor unfortunate; the 
Count eſpecially feels her indiſcrefion' ſo 
| keenly, that in a more common mind I 
ſhould dread the moſt fatal conſequences, 
I hope to ſtifle his reſentment by inti- 
mating the wretched ſtate to which his 
inflexibility would reduce me. Set him 

the example of a magnanimous for- 

giveneſs, and let me know the happineſs 
of ſeeing my family reunited by the ten- 
der bonds of a lively charity, which will 


redound to God's glory and our own al | 
wanlage. 


I am, Ye. 7 
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5 Ben, te eie of #48 to e Madame 
J | A Moxrren. ' 


My dear Mother, 


: Moesr readily do I accept the motto 


you ſent me; foretell nothing, hope 


| all. What riſk can a docile child incur 


ing itſelf to the protection of 


Aber es bender es tic is wth abf pow: 
, efful ? This thought is ſo impreſſed on 
my (underſtanding, that it has taken full 


poſſeſſion of my heart, and I could not, 
without feeling highly guilty, form one 
Angle wiſh but that of loving him. You | 
Have likewiſe diſcovered to me an illu- 

Bon to which I have been hitherto ſub- 
5eR, and which has been the cauſe of my 


various agitations. By the grace of God 


J have ever been defirous of promoting 


his glory, my own welfare, and that of 
all thoſe who are dear to me. Theſe de- 


fires are good in themſelves, and their 


| end ee = me from miſtruſting the 


NN 5 . 5 


( 265) 
neſs w. i which F fought t effect 
: Lccom nent. What 1 ſhould 
probably Never bare magined withou 
you, my dear mother, is, that my weak 
adence wanted to chooſe the means 
and when 1 found they were not at- 
tended with the ſucceſs I expected, I 
fell into diſcouragement and languor, 
as if all was loſt, or as if God ſhould 
form His plans acoording to my weak 
_ 1 mast a alſo Irma ces, / mon ; 


A good «dion that is the objeck af tity 
own choice Toſes half of its unpleaſant- 
neſs, whilſt thoſe the Lord ordains 1 
fhrink from the performance of. With 
divine aid 1 hope to eſeape this rock in 


future. "Moſt freely do 1 reſign to eter- 


ill wiſdom both my juſt and reaſonable 
defires, and alſo the means of accom- 
pliſhing them, and the mode of expia- 
tion he ſhall think beſt ſuited to kis 
glory and my own ſalvatians hf TT 
Vor. II. 83 At 


75 At the noment, when 

ting implieitiy Lain wg — this 
truth that my ſelf love is of good ac: 
count, and my ſubmiſſion very perfect, 
when every thing ſucceeds to my utmoſt 
with, and my woes have ſome remiſſion, 
I then feel ready. to; encounter; any trial, 

and thoſe croſs events viewed. only 1 in 
perſpective, the arrival of which is even 
doubtful, appear to me as trifles that I 
could freely facrifice at the firſt intimat 
tion of divine will. On the preſent 
calm, then, is my vicine. founded; at 
leaſt I have reaſon to fear ſo. My Glas 
ation is greatly altered fince my laſt 
letter. Had I liſtened to the dictates of 
my joy, I ſhould. have. began by an- 
nouncing the happy change, but I was 
willing to ſpare you, and to impart by 
degrees the bliſsful tidings I had to re- 
late, and which you muſt have partly 
divined by i the tile: of my letter, ſo 
different from any of the preceding. The 
Marquis has RO his wonted ſe- 
Je 5 2 „ renity, 


(© X 


rennt and afrures me my fiſter $/de: 
pPlorable condition was the occaſion of 
his melanchely. J can eaſily conceive 
it; he ſeldom” or ever quitted her, and 
might very naturally be infected by her 
ſadneſs. Vou know he has always had 
1 very ſincere regard for this child; and 
he ow-ns ſhe has given him infinite 
uneaſinefs. His afſiduous attention to 
her has, 'how ever, 'redoubled for theſe 
laſt three days, and he tells me ſhe is 
grown ſo pale and thin that 1 fhould 
hardly know her. The phyfician has 
forbid me her room till ſhe herſelf ex- 
preſſes a wiſh to ſee me: he ſays, the 
nature of her diſorder is changed-which 
degenerates into a profound melancholy. 
In this fituation ſhe requires the utmoſt 
indulgenee. She cats as formerly, fleeps 
quietly, and fometimes holds a collected 
converſation. They uſe no other re- 
a medies than ſtriving to divert her, which 
is very difficult; however, ſhe begins to 
Or ſenſible to the good intentions 

Aer 0 of 


— 


about her, and teſtifies, a grate- 
of. them. 5 She yeſterday re- 
queſted to ſes Maftril, and would ſpeak 
with him. in private. T he poor young 
man came out of her! room ſo pale and 
dejected, that he looked as if he was 
juſt recovering from A fit of ſickneſs, and 
at ſupper he declared he was ſo affected 
with her ſadneſs; that he muſt endea- 
; your: by. abſence 110 a the painful 


of thoſe 


Fal. ſenſe. 


he mind. The Marguis at firſt oppoied 
the departure of his deliverer ; but I told 
him gur regard for Maſtrilli would beſt 
be ſhewyn 1 in ſuffering him to go, left he 
My eagers 


neſs on this, occafion was too conſpi- 


ſhould. fall fick at Turin. 


cuous x could not repreſs it. 


1 felt as 


it, 1 Was going to be relicved from an | 
| E£R0rmous,; weight, and very readily | ſe. | 
I believe he 
did not remark my impatience for bis 
departure, which indeed tranſpired very 
Pte. and for which the Marquis 


reproached 


[5 conded the good deſign. 
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reproache me: : x know not how Yeould 
have anſwered; but this nobleman, as if 
he gueſſed | my embarrafiment, turned 
the converſation.” It is to Venice he 1 is 
going to ſeek amuſement, where the ap- 
Proaching carnival i is well calculated for 
that purpoſe. T he Marquis prefſed him 
to abridge the term of his abſence, to 
which he at firſt anſwered only by a 
deep. figh, and ſome moments after 
added, that Turin had proved ſo fa- 
vourable and ſo fatal to him, that he 
ſhould equally « dread quitting or return 
ing to it; but that he foreſaw he'ſhotld; 
be obliged to paſs ſome time at Naples, 
where buſineſs of importance required 
his preſence. 1 am almoſt tempted. to 
think compaſſion has awakened in his 
heart his former tender ſentiments for 
our poor patient; and if ſo, he acts the: 
part of a good man to- fly ſrom her. 
However that may be, I am perfectly 
rid of him, and probably ſaw him yeſ-. 
terday for the laſt time; for J ſtill flatter 
3 N 4 * 


(% 
myſelf, that as Joon as my ſiſter is re- 


covered we may repaſs the Alps: my 


averſion to this con try is authoriſed by 
the perils we have encountered in it; 
nevertheleſs, I am entirely reſigned to 
tothe will of Providence; fear not that 


5 15 | FRE” W : to | "TE y Hrs: 1 80 


quis, be ch 
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gar d t to approve of 3 
and having once done ſo, I make a law 


to myſelf never to repeat them, for fear 


he ſhould yield his inclination to mine, 
contrary to his better judgment. Since 


he has regained his cheerfulneſs, his re- 


gard for me ſeems hourly to an 


i as does my affection for him. 


1 forgot to tell you, that the moment 
F was ſure of Maſtrilli's departure 1 
ceaſed to hate him, and now feel ſenti- 
ments of the fincereſt gratitude for his 
former ſervices. The apprehenſions of 
danger, to which his fight expoſed me, 


had obliterated, or rather ſuſpended 


them; I ſeemed Oe . to exclaim, 


{ 27m Þ L 
why did you take me out of the-river? 


F wiſhed to be drownede This folly 
real ly took ſerious hold of my imagina- | 
tion, but now I rejoice that to him F 
owe the lives of people ſo dear to me. 
The poor Count, for ſeveral days, 
hardly ventured to look me in the face, 
ſo much the remembrance of his indiſ- 
eretion confounded him; I did all in 
my power to convince him I had for- 
given the paſt, but he could not forgive 
himſelf: at length the- Marquis's chan ge 
of temper had more effect than my 
words, and lie ſeems inclined to think 
we were alarmed without cauſe. | This 
notion has ſoftened him towards my 
poor ſiſter; he has often been into her 
apartment, and her diſlike to. his atten- 
tions being ſubſided, ſhe exprefles. a 5 
degree of pleaſure in his company. - 
The good account you give the Mar- 
quis of his ſon has contributed not a 
little, I ſancy, to the return of his 
health and good humour. He feels;: 
5 . TE how- 


( #72 ) Dm 
however, an anxiety I am far from par- 
taking he wiſhes him to apply to ſtudy, 
and the place Where you are he thinks 
unfit for that purpoſe, on account of the 
want of maſters. I afk him if he will 


* 


5 be ſatisfied to have him as well informed 


92 as my brothers, to which he replies, he 


defires no more; and then I tranquilliſe 
him by reminding him, that you were 
their ſole inſtructor till ns + attained the 
age of fourteen. 1 : 
Apropos of my brothers : the eldeſt | 
wiſhed to obtain leave of abſence to viſit 
us at Turin. Knowing his extreme af- 
fedion for my ſiſter, 1 was afraid he 
would be too- ſenſibly affected by her 


fttuation, and have therefore given ſome 
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lame reaſons for perſuading bim to defer 
his Journey : but my letter may poſſibly 

arrive too late, and his meaſures be al- 
ready taken. We muſt kat; the event. 
| ah Providence. | 
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WW ERE. I not aud that you awauls 
cConſtrue my ſilence into a proof of 
the hardneſs and inflexibility of my heart, 
I could never ſurmount the ſenſation of 
: ſhai me and confuſion that has hitherto 
prevented my writing to you, for indeed 
J feel myſelf utterly unworthy of this 
honour. Do not expect a detail of the 
effects your letter produced; ſuffice it 
to ſay, I am annihilated, confounded; 
this is all I am: able to diſtinguiſh, F 2 
woman, truly great! Sacred link, that 
God has. deſtined to re-unite a family 

whom he has chaſtened in his diſplea- 
ſure, and for whom you have oftered up 
tears and prayers that have arreſted. his 
thunder! Your letter has revived thoſe 
ſentiments you recall to my mind, ant} 
was had made too flight and tranſient 
N e 


EL I 
an impreſſion” to produce” any laſting 
fruits. "Too well ©] perceive” 1 have 
added 4 my other crimes that of a 
feigned converſion ; 3 I deceived you,” T 
deceived myſelf ;! * my good thoughts 
exiſted only in imagination, and derived 
not their ſource from my heart; I was 
miſtaken but, no; I have moſt ſincerely 
abjured my paſt errors. With my whole 
ſoul have I promiſed to amend them; 
nay, I muſt agree with you that 1 have 
uſed my fincere endeavours to practiſe 
virtue, Which J love, and to abandon 
vice, which I deteſt even whilſt I am 
committing it. My feeble goodneſs 
gives me ſtrength in trifling circum- 
ſtances and things of no import; but 
when a harder conflict is to be endured; 
it leaves me, and I am overcome. 1 bad 
| Battered myſelf, that to deſire to be good 
was to become ſo; unravel this myſtery,” 
Madam, I beſeech you. I am in the 
ſituation of a man Who is bound and 
the ground impatient to re- 
cover 
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coyer his liberty; he ſtruggles and tors 
ments himſelf in vain; his efforts end 

in breaking thoſe. cords that were already | 
— th but when he thinks he has ac- 
compliſhed a great deal, he finds himſelf 
ſtill encumbered with heavy chains till 
then unperceived, which fo diſcourage 
him that he has not reſolution to attempt 


7 to break them. Ob, feeble. philoſophy!, 


miſerable. reaſon, and worldly honour ! 
bow readily do I acknowledge your 
8 weakneſs and inſufficiency | To another, 
aid, to a ſuperior ſtrength, I owe the 
vidory. I; have acquired over the hatred 
that had. ſeized my heart, and for this 
aid Lam indebted to your prayers. Of 
all the paſſions that tyranniſe in the 
breaſt of man fince his fall, none 
da to me ſo contemptible, ſo 
contrary to human nature in general, 
and to my character in particular, 
as that of which I have been the vic- 
tim, and from which. I am delivered 


Pd 
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burden have vou freed me, br and 
reſpedable friend! As I peruſed the 
characters traced by your heart rather 
than your hand, bedewed and almoſt 
effaced by your tears, J felt this terrible 
paſſion die within me; but when I came 
to that part where you tell me I am 
about to dictate to my God the ſentence 
he will one day pronounce upon myſelf, 
and that the ſame meaſure I uſe towards 
muy wife he would uſe towards me, I was 
unable to conclude; a cold ſweat over- 
ſpread my. whole body, my knees trem- 
bled, ang, proftrate like another Paul, 
I did not riſe till T had, as you expreſs it, 
1 pronounced my own judgment. Tes, 
with the greateſt fincerity I exclaimed, 
« Forgive me, O my God A as 1 forgive 
« my unhappy . companion : f however 
« great the injuries the has done me, 
« they are not equal to thoſe I implore 
cc « remiſſion of from thee.” 
Were ſhe yet more culpable, ſhe has 


. awply I for it by giving me 
* 


CEE: 
ſach a parent as you, my dear Madam. 
I had no ſooner ended my prayer, than 
I flew to the Counteſs's apartment, 


where J had never been ſince the firſt 
day of her illneſs; and as her attendants | 


feared my ſudden appearance might oc- 
caſion ſome revolution, they gave her 
notice of my intention, to which ſhe 


aſſented by a ſign. I found her very 
low ſpirited; ſhe ſighed frequently, and 


when ] told her we all entertained hopes 
of ſeeing her ſoon reſtored to-us, ſhe 
preſſed my hand without looking at 
me, and bowed her head; but I could 
not get a word from her either then or 
at any after viſit. To be ſure, ſhe is 
almoſt always aſleep, and I will not 


ſuffer her to be awakened, ſo that it is 
very probable ſhe has not ſeen me. They 


go in and out of her room without her 
ſeeming to notice it. I think this change 
puzzles the doctor, who does not tell all 
his ſurmiſes; but one may gueſs, from his 
looks, he preferred her former condition, 


and 
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AY; fears this may degenerate into 
idiotiſm. I have better hopes, becauſe J 
place much confidence in your prayers. 
Tf mine can contribute to her advantage, 
J offer them with a fervour that would 
move heaven to mercy, unleſs retarded 
by my unworthineſs. 
Honour me frequently with your let- 
ters, deign to be my guide in the road 
of virtue, on which I am fully reſolved 
to enter; and reſt aſſured, that com- 
paſſion and tenderneſs for my wife have 
ſucceeded to thoſe ſentiments I deteſt, 
and from which the A has de- 
livered me. 
. Upon reflecting on my paſt dots, 
J difcover an error into which many 
have fallen. It is ſaid, a good man may. 
eaſily become a good Chriſtian ;_ the 
world allows me the firſt title, which 1 
believe I deſerve; but I muſt acknow- 
ledge myſelf at an menſe diſtance 
from eee | 
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